
Worlds apart: Sir Desmond Pitcher (left), chairman of United Utilities, epitomises the privatised industry chiefs who would be hit by a windfall tax proposed 
by Labour. Joe Vassal lo, 19, stands for the intended beneficiaries. He lives in Poplar, east London, left school at 16 and has had more than one job. His 
last was as a screen-printer. He was sacked six months ago, he says, for taking time off when his mother was ill Photographs: Andre Camara/John Voos 
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Political Editor .- . : . 

Labour plans to imposes wind- 
faU tax on privatisedrindustiy 
fat-caisr to finance * £3bn pro- 
gramme ;io take ;25G,G(X) un- 
employed youngpeopleoffthe _ 
dole was condemned. 'out qf. 
hand by.tbe Chamber oftbe ■ 

, But on ihe 'day of 


waned that^be do-nothing al- 
ternative threatenedthecre- 
ation . of air •: alienated 
under-class: “If the Conserva- 
tives had come up. with pro- 
posals such as. this, people 
would have said. This is a rev- 
olution’.'' . . ... . . . 

A Labour brief on the job- 
creatkm policy said: “We must 
never again see a generation of 
people abandoned, id earn 
nothing and learn riodring." 

But Kenneth Clarke, die 


QUICKLY 


BBC Maid "amateurs' 

A committee ofMPs- has con- 
demned the BBC Boardcrf Gov- 
ernors as a bunchof part-time 
amateurs threatening ' the &- 
ture of the Oxpamdod^age6 


Chancellor of the Exchequer, 

. said.. bet night: “The latest 
WHidfell tax fcsco'again shows 
: that Labour are not fit to 
govern. ... 1 

“Instead of saying which 
companies would pay thewind- 
4 fall tax. Labour are playing an 
. abst^^ 

-Jt due mxid^T^tti^tpwork 
out die Msa^fethemsefves. , 
“This is no way to run a tax 
J - po^ty, 1 ■ t" 1 • 

-“Labour's refusal to come 
. dean on which companies 
would be hit and how heavily, 

’ leaves millibnsof shareholder 
and pensioners in the dark. 
Without this basic information, 
people tave up chaaroaf work- 
v mg out how fiie. windfall tax - 
would hit their own invest- 
• meats or pensions. .- 

“The conclusion from 
labour’s windfall-tax fiasco is 
clean you can’t trust a shadow. . 
■ chancellor who refuses to an- 


swer the key questions on tax." 

Gordon Brown, the shadow 
chancellor, announced at 
Labour’s election press con- 
ference that Mr Blair would be 
appointing a new Cabinet min- 
ister with responsibility for em- 
ployment and labour-market 
flexibility, which would include 
Social Chapter negotiations 
-.with European partners. 

V Kit the party also prompted 
the Chancellor’s outrage by de- 
livering its first list of candidates 
for the one-off Obn windfall 
lew, which - depending on the 
definition of excess profits - 
could apply to British Telecom, 
water, gas and electricity com- 
panies, the British Airports Au- 
thority and privatised railway 
companies, bat not British Air- 
ways. ... 

> However, in the absence of 
i definitive list of Labour tar- 
gets for the tax, Mr Clarke said 
at the Conservatives' election 


Election countdown, pages 8, 9, 10 
:. Andrew Marr, page 19 
Letters, page 17 


press conference: “How can 
you trust a shadow prime min- 
ster and a shadow chancellor 
who will not answer the straight 
question about which compa- 
nies will pay the tax, when they 
obviously know wbo they intend 
to target?" 

He also attacked Labour's 
job-creation package. 

“Gordon Brown says he will 
create 250,000 jobs by a one-off 
tax. That is a dreadfully old- 
fashioned method of claiming 
to create jobs. 

“Since the day when Gordon 
Brown first promised to create 
250,000 places on schemes for 
young people, we have seen 
4CKX000 extra jobs created in the 


enterprise economy.'" The 
Chancellor said unemployment 
had been reduced by almost 
1 million since its Dcccm- 
berl992 peak, but he was unable 
to tell the Independent whether 
unemployment had risen or 
fallen since Mr Major became 
Prime Minister in 1990. 

Unemployment was 

1,778.000 in November 1990. 
when Mr Major took office, and 
it had not fallen below that fig- 
ure since. 

Ian McCartney, Labour’s 
employment spokesman, said 
later “The truth is that the only 
jobs Tory ministers really care 
about are their own." 

lit a prepared statement on 


the Governments economic 
policy, Mr Clarke said at his 

B ress conference: “Today. 

ritain is booming, without go- 
ing bust. 

“We have unlocked Britain’s 
potential and over the next five 
years we intend to make sure 
Britain realises that potential . . . 

“By contrast. Labour s great 
leap backwards into social 
democracy would put Britain's 
future at risk. 

Tr would be an escape from 
reality, a holiday from history 
which this nation cannot af- 
ford." 

Later, Mr Blau opened up a 
second banlc-trom when he 
used Commons question time 
to tackle Mr Major on health- 
authority deficits. 

With health a prime concern 
for the voters. Mr Blair said it 
was a “tragedy and a disgrace" 
that after IS years of Tory gov- 
ernment, waiting-lists were up. 


hospitals were suffering from 
cash and staff shortages and 
non-emergency surgery was be- 
ing cancelled. 

The Prime Minister pointed 
out that only the Tories were 
committed to increasing fund- 
ing. year-on-year, through the 
next Parliament, and he added: 
“Labour may have set up the 
health service but we have built 
it up." 

Labour later issued a list of 
nine health authorities for 
which the Conservatives' 
claimed “real growth" in bud- 
gets for 1997-98 would not cov- 
er the 1996-97 deficit. 

The authorities failing into 
that crisis category were: Brad- 
ford; Ealing. Hammersmith 
and Hounslow; Leeds; North 
and East Devon; North Cum- 
bria: North Essex: Wakefield: 
West Surrey: and Wiltshire. 

Mr Major said that Labour's 
figures were blown out of all 


Still time to 
register 

There are only two days left un- 
til the voting registration dead- 
line. 

Electoral registration of- 
fices of councils around the 
country will be open until 
the dose of business tomor- 
row: To register; potential vot- 
ers must be able to show 
proof of an address (from a 
gas or phone bQL for example) 
which dates back to October 
1996. 


proportion, that the forecast 
deficit was a small proportion 
of the overall NHS budget. 

The last Prime Minister's 
question time of the Parlia- 
ment will be staged tomorrow, 
with the current Parliament 
rising for good on Friday. 


Thirty-two simple ways to describe a 
woman (if you’ll pardon our French) 


COMPUTING F/O.ING COPYING 


Unemployment is -the b igg e s t 
worry of the British, acoonflng to 
a new survey, although concerns 
about education and the health 
service mark them out from the 
rest of Europe. Page 3 


Gernrnnranipagie 

TheGemTOTann^kmgijKich 
to international respectability 
suffered a reverse in tbe small 
town of DetinoM on Maiday 
m^aslOofitssoltfiersmarked 

out for peace -keep ing duty 
staged a nuru-pc®roiti.jS&?sHbig 
“Wjjpput of Germany”, the coo- 
scripts in combat helmets ram-, 
paged through the ;centre;inj 
search erf foreigner aBadrinsr* 


John LichfieW 

Paris' 7 - - • • , '• 

Here is your first lesson in the 
French that they do not teach 
in school. Even in France. 

Elle est vraimentMuronxl. ESe 
a des ones grands axrbaffL In tire 
youth slang of the French ban - 
‘ fieus, or inner suburbs, this 
'translates approximately' as: 
“She is a real bombshell She 
lias enormous boobs." 

French is a sublimefy beau- 
tiful language, so beautiful that ■ 
' som erFrepch people believe it* 
should be wrapped in tissue pa- 
. per and hidden away in a draw- 


er. This is not the view of Jean- 
Pierre Goudaiflier, professor of 
linguistics at the Sorbonne, who 
has published the first dktkmaiy 
of words torn directly from the 
mouths, the rap songs and the 
graffitti of the banlieus of the 
1990s. 

Mr Goudaillier says his pur- 
pose is not to judge whether or 
not Frenchis being deformed 
by such words. He says he un- 
dertook the work in order to 
study the “dynamics" of a an 
“evolving language." 

But the professor has dear- 
ly fallen in love with the bewil- 
dering' richness of 


contemporary youth slang in ur- 
ban France, drawn partly from 
English, partly from the old 
French argot , but increasingly 
from Arabic and North and 
West African languages. 

The dictionary is cafied Com- 
ment, tu tchatches, which trans- 
lates, rather loosely as: “How 
you can gab" or “How you can 
rap." The verb tckatcher - 
meaning to “talk without saying 
very much", derived from a 
Spanish word via Algerian Ara- 
bic - is at the heart of life in the 
violence-haunted and job-free 
suburbs, according to Mr 
Goudafller. 


The greatest badge of honour 
for a young suburb-dweller is to 
be a good tchatcheur or fluteur 
or pipeauieur. 

The book records eight dif- 
ferent ways of saving bloke: 
hamster, gadjo, Jceum, lascar, 
nombo, payo, rado and scarla. 

But, doubtless reflecting a 
brutally male-oriented culture, 
there are 32 ways of saying 
woman with varying degrees of 
politeness: meuf- belette, caille. 
chameQe, dim, dama, damochc, 
djlg, fatma, fehossc, feumeu, fit- 
lasse, gadji. gtn-ali. gazelle ... 
and so on. 

A beautiful woman is a Mun> 


roa after the site of the French 
nuclear bomb tests. A not im- 
perially well-endowed woman is 
a Findus . after the company 
which makes frozen fish fast 
food. Her opposite would have 
large airbags, ananas, hzazels or 
rovers. 

Here is an example of a 
complete sentence collected by 
Mr Gouda iiJer direct from the 
banUeu : “ Cette meuf, elle cst tette- 
mera rrwigre, elle a pas d'airhags, 
qu on peiu la faxer." 

This translates, rather lame- 
ly, as ‘that bird is so thin. She 
has no boobs. You could fax 
her." 


Buy the 


Right now. the BJC-240 


Printer conies with tree 


Dorling hmdersJey edu- 


cational software called 


Canon BJC-24Q 


and get 


'Dinosaur Hunter.' To tai-e 


advantage of this otter. 


GEA noroinee backs out 

The surprise withdrawal of An- 
thony Lake, nominee to head 
the Central Intelligence 
Agency is «l large embarrass- 
ment ipr President Clinton, an- 
other-- body-blow for 

but above afl 
proof qif Tapw lie campaign 
fundraising tow has bred a bit* 

- ter partisanship that s poison- 


the lusted States. - Stoge M 


People’s army scores victory over British 







Stephen Vines 

HorigKqng ’ 

China’s People’s liberation 
Army (PLA) has scored a de- 
dsve Victoty over the British 
Anny. The battleground, nev- 
er before traversed by the two 
armedforees, was a rugby pitch 
itj HwiftKoog where the PLA 
triumphed by 12 points to 7. 

The Cbfifese will arrive in 
Hong Kong in three months 
time, Tepbang the British as the 
garrison. Could the British side. 


Which, have been diplomatically 
Jetting the incoming military 
side score a victory? 

Absolutely not, insisted the 
battalion’s fninmflndmg offi- 
cer Lieutenant Colonel Alasdair 
Louden. “We wanted to win - 
you- could see by the tackles." 
b e said 

All the worse for them, then. 
China is hardly one of the 
world’s leading rugby-playing 
nations, though the PLA. is re- 
ported to regard the sport as 
“good training* 1 . The Chinese 
side was drawn from the PLA 
Sports Institute in Guangzhou, 


currently one of the few teams 
in the country. Seasoned rugby 
watchers declared them to be 
the fitter team, though Col 
Louden thought dol But "they 
have two million men to choose 
from, we have just five hun- 
dred", he declared. 

• It is indeed true that the 
British garrison is being run 
down to a shadow of its former 
self, though it is not dear how 
many men China intends to sta- 
tion in Hong Kong. 

For while the British and 
Chinese troops were battling it 
out on a green field in the cen- 


tre of Hong Kong, British and 
Chinese diplomats in London 
were preparing for another 
round of negotiations on the 
Stationing of Liberation Anny 
troops in the colony prior to 
the transfer of sovereignty on 
30 June. 

The victory in yesterday's 
sporting encounter may there- 
fore be seen as something more 
than symbolic, although both 
sides were keen to suggest that 
it was nothing more than a game 
-which would make it about as 
non-political as the Olympic 
Games. 
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Legal aid victory in battle 
for equal right to ride 

Two women lighting a court battle to be part of a centuries-old all- 
male riding festival have been granted legal aid. Mandy Graham, 
21, and Ashley Simpson, 24, are challenging a decision to ban them 
from last year's Hawick Common Riding Festival, saying the 
decision was unlawful under the Sex Discrimination Act 1975. 

They have already been granted £2,500 by the Equal 
Opportunities Commission to proceed with their case. And 
yesterday Sheriff Brian Donald was told that they had also been 
granted legal aid for their battle. The sheriff was hearing legal 
arguments from lawyers representing the women and last year's 
riding committee at Jedburgh sheriff court in the Scottish Borders. 
After listening to six hours of argument, he reserved judgment on 
the matter. He is expected to issue a written decision in the next 
few weeks and could recommend that the matter goes to a full 
hearing with witnesses being called. 

Hepatitis victim asked to give blood 

Ireland’s blued transfusion authority sought a blood donation from 
a woman diagnosed two years earlier as infected with the hepatitis 
C virus by one of the service's own plasma products. The revelation 
yesterday came just days after a damning report was published into 
"the scandal of how 970 mothers were infected by plasma made 
from 197o donations from a woman known to have jaundice. 

Rock star speaks up for boat victim 

Pete Townshend of The Who 
told a High Court judge in 
London yesterday of the 
‘■exceptional" style and 
virtuosity of a saxophonist 
whose career was destroyed by 
the Marchioness disaster. 

Jo Wells was rescued after 
spending three minutes under 
; water when the River Thames 
5T.' .i„~ 7 nprrM . pleasure cruiser collided with 

sa °d dredger, Bowhelle , in 
August 1989. She escaped with 
minor injuries, but her 
"glittering" life performing "at 
the high level" with top rocks acts including Tears for Fears and the 
Communards came to an end. 

The owners of the BowheUe and Marchioness have accepted 
liability for the tragedy, but are contesting the amount of 
compensation, claiming that Ms Wells was burned out before the 
accident and had not played professionally for 18 months. 

Townshend (below |. who employed her as a session musician in 
1986. told the judge yesterday that Ms Wells could have looked 
forward to a career at the top of her profession earning up to 
£3.000 a week. 

-Jo really stuck in my mind. She was absolutely exceptional both 
technically and imaginatively. 

"She was the best soprano saxophone player I have ever heard in 






pop an unassuming figure who burst into life when she was playing. 
“I was quite intimidated by her, how good she was." he said. 

Family says Congo death ‘stupid’ 

The brother of a British surgeon shot dead in the Congo said last 
night that Lhe family were reeling last night at the -stupidity" of the 
tragedy. Ben Dalton. 29, from south London, was gunned down 
after a now with a policeman. As his parents flew out to the Congo. 
Mr Dalton’s brother Will. 26. said that the family hoped that the'’ 
killer would be found. But he dismissed as “unbelievable” a 
suggestion that the row with the policeman had been sparked by 
his brother, on a holiday trip with his wife and British friends, 
refusing to pay a small bribe. 

Africa tale wins Orwell prize 

A revealing story of childhood and adolescence in southern Africa 
during a time of acute social and political crisis has won the 1996 
Orwell Prize for literature. Peter Godwin's Mukiwa : a White Bavin 
Africa , describes childhood in Rhodesia, youth as an officer in the 
British South Africa police and adulthood as a young journalist in 
Zimbabwe. The Orwell Prize judges called it a "shrewd and wiy 
examination of the conflict and confusion inherent in growing up in 
late twentieth century' Africa ”. Members of the George Orwell 
Memorial Fund, who" have hosted the £1.000 prize since 1992, 
presented the awards last night at London's Reform Club. 

Matthew Brace 

Drivers told to run trains past body 

L^p to twenty drivers were ordered to take their trains past the 
body of a young woman who was lying between the tracks, it has 
been revealed. Union officials claimed drivers were “traumatised" 
by the incident on Great Eastern’s Shenfield to Southend line in 
Essex on 6 February this year. 

It was nearly four hours before her body was removed. Aslef 
general secretary Lew Adams claimed that trains were not stopped 
because this would have meant Great Eastern would have faced 
penalty payments. But a Great Eastern spokeswoman said the 
company kepL running the trains to avoid rush-hour delays. 

Randeep Ramesh 
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Sid Shaw: ‘Elvis was up there somewhere smiting today' (Wtotoj^tfi: peter ttlac^tororid) 

The King may be dead, bui 
his name can Uve forever 


T he right ofa British citizen to name hfe son. his dog 
or his goldfish “Elvis” was enshrined In a High Court 
judgment yesterday when an East End fan of the 
late singer wem an historic victory over the powerful Pres- 
iey estete. Sid Shaw, proprietor of Elvisly Ybus, in Shored- 
itch High Street was last night wiggling his pelvis in 
celebration of a judge's decision to allow him to use the 
Elvis name to sell memorabilia. 

Mr Shaw had taken on the giant Elvis Presley Enter- 
prises of America - headed by PrisciBa Presley - to ap- 
peal against a decision by the Trades Marks Registry 
to allow only EPE to use the words Ehris, Ehris Presley 
or the signature of the dead singer. 

Mr Justice Laddie could not agree with toe reg- 
istry.“Even if Elvis Presley was still alive,” fra speculat- 
ed. “He would not be entitled to stop a fan from naming 
his son, his dog or goldfish, his car or his house 'Ehris 1 
or ‘Ehris Presley*, amply by reason of the fact that it was 
the name given to him at birth.” " |7. • 

Mr Shaw, who set up his shop in 1879, suggested af- 
ter toe fraarihg toat “the King” had been bn Ms side. "Ehris 
was up there somewhere smifing today,” he saftL 
The bitter wrangle began when some of Mr Shay/S 


After 30 years, 
Damon follows 
father to Palace 

Damon Hill, who followed his fa- 
ther's tracks to become work! mo- 
tor racing champion, yesterday 
re-traced Graham Hill's footsteps 
to Buckingham Palace to receive 
an OBE from the Queen. 

Indeed, the last time Damon 
was at Buckingham Palace, he 
was just seven-years-old and sat 
in the ballroom to see his father 
receive the same honour. Graham 
Hill then pinned toe medal on his 
young son (right) 

Yesterday, almost 30 years later, 
it was his turn to be honoured in 
his own right. “The room seems 
smaller than I remember it," he 
said. 

“I'm very, very proud to be hon- 
oured by the Queen and by the 
country in this way. it's an ex- 
tremely precious thing." 

The Queen was "up to speed" 
with her Formula 1 knowledge, 
said Hill. “She appreciated that it 
was a close finish last year. And 
she also knows that it is going to 
be a bit tougher this year." 

Damon, who won toe 1996 
world driver's championship with 
the Williams team, is now strug- 


range of 400 EMs products found ftefr way from east 
London to toe' gates of Graoeland, avis’s home ftrMem-- 


. which fe based rtGracetendandtoiwi^Prte^. 

ta is the legal Mtarftorbf the EJvte PrafcJey esfat^ took- 
exception to foe products. In ~T99f, EPE regtetarndthel' 
names, despite objections from Mr ShsBwwhdcJal nett ' 


that, as result; EPE had avirtual monopoJy on Bvte mem- 
orabilia throughout the world. Hedecktedtoaske Hfgftl 


rights to usethe manes. ' 

’ At toe hearing, Peter Prescott, fof€PEf«gu9d#i& ; 
when people bought aduverrire offoefct^ 
ed them to come from a “genuine ;squre^.-^. t -;Vx'u^'' 
But the judge said: "Just as Ehris Presteydkl 
hfe name so as to be able to prevent aB andaiiy ^lses 



gling to return to the top flight with 
the Yamaha Arrows team. Just 
nine days ago, his Yamaha car 
failed to start in toe Australian 
Grand Prix at Melbourne. 

“We're going to Brazil next 
week for toe next grand prix and 
looking forward to doing better,” 
he said. 

The former England and Surrey 
cricketer, Sir Alec Bedser, was 
knighted by toe Queen. 

Accompanied by hfe twin broth- 
er Eric, 78-year-old Sir Alec said: 
“it’s a long way from walking 
through toe gates of the Oval in 
1938, as a member of the ground 
staff. 


Bvis Impersonators also Nad rdasbri tonttefetorafeaS 
. toejudge 

-for example, during hisjfe 

from having at^fooor a <fra»)hg OThBcaf^Wfidi tooked- 
Iflcatha nusfcteb, dmplySf toe 


Soldier’s family on 
sad pilgrimage 

The parents of a young soldier 
shot dead by the IRA in Northern 
Ireland yesterday made a painful 
pilgrimage to the spot where he 
died. 

John and Rita Restorick fought 
back tsars as they laid flowers by 
toe checkpoint outside toe military 
base at Bess brook in South Ar- 
magh where their son, Stephen, 
was murdered last month. Clutch- 
ing each other's hands tightly, they 
placed their floral tribute among 
dozens of others left by local peo- 
ple. 

They were accompanied on their 
journey from Peterborough by their 
other son, Mark, 26, and eight un- 
cles, aunts and cousins. 

Lance Bombardier Restorick, 23, 
of toe 3rd Battalion Royal Horse 
Artillery was killed by a single shot 
fired at long range by a hidden 
sniper as he manned toe check- 
point 

The Restoricks were escorted by 
their son's commanding officer, Lt 
Col Matthew Sykes, and Battery 
Commander Major Mark Vincent 

Afterwards, inside the heavBy- 
fortified base, they attended a ser- 
vice to dedicate a marble memorial 
to Stephen. 


briefing 


environment 


Government warned of 
water shortage ahead 

The Government's Environment Agency warned yesterday that low 
groundwater levels could lead to hosepipe bans and other 
restrictions on water use in parts of south-east England and East 
Anglia this summer. In a draught briefiflg for the Department of 
theEnvironment, the agency said water tables in several area *j 


the environment, the agency sard wa 
which depend on boreholes for their 
record levels in some, after a low rail 


: still depressed, to 
which started in 


A *The shortfall over the two-year period amounts to fwr mouths 
of missed rain. While Febiuarv brought a welcome deluge with wD 
above average rainfall, March so far has had significantly bdow the 

aV Theagency has asked wafer companies to submit detailed plans 
on how they intend to manage supplies. Few companies have so far 
applied to take extra water above their licensed level from nvers 
and groundwater in the summer but several have already been 
granted permission to take extra river water in the winter, using it 

to refill reservoirs. . 

Groundwater levels are drawn down more slowly than reservoirs 
during dry periods but they also lake longer to recover. 
Underground aquifers of porous rock provide more than two- 
thirds of tapwater in southern England, almost half the water for 
East Anglia and more than a third of the Thames valley area’s 
supply. Nicholas Scftoon 

HEALTH 

Young face dance culture danger 

A quarter of young people aged 18 to 25 are exposing themselves to 
noise levels that can cause permanent bearing damage, an expert 
warned yesterday. Clubs where deafening music is played for boors 
on end were the chief danger accounting for two-thirds of the 
noise sources, said Professor Adrian Davis. Personal stereos and 
other noisy leisure activities, like shooting, were also a risk. 

Professor Davis, from tine Medical Research Council Institute of 
Hearing Research, Nottingham, is canyihgont research into the 
effect of dance culture noise on the young. He expects to publish 
die results at an International conference on hearing loss next 
month. 

In the 1980s, between 6 and 7 per cent of young people were 
exposed to leisure noise hmd enough to damage hearing, said the 

professor: In the 1990s this 

proportion had risen to as } — | 

high as 24 per cent. 

Professor Davis said his 
research had “disappointedly” 
not been able to show that 
young clobbers were hard of 
bearing. But- a quarter of them 
suffered continual ringing in 
the ears, and they were likely 
to hasten the onset of deafhess 
that is a normal part of 
ageing. “They will be more 
susceptible to the ravages of 
age than other people,' he 
said. 

ROADS 

Bypass cost to nature is too high 

A Government agency yesterday expressed concern about the 
impact of the proposed Salisbury bypass. In a report, the Highways 
Agency has backed English Nature, the Government’s wildlife 
advisor, in saying that the “impacts and the risk [of the bypass] are 
unacceptably high from a nature conservation point of view.'* 

The agency has identified two aUexnativc routes across theAvon 
yalley, south of Salisbury, Wiltshire, which would avoid the need to 
- fake land fronr East Harnham Meadows, a newly designated site of 
. special scientific interest 

Tlte report was ordered by Sir George Young, the Secretary of 
State for Transport, and John Glimmer, the Secretary of State for 
the Environment, last October after the Government decided it 
was “minded to approve" the 11-mfie bypass. It will now go out to 
consultation with interested parties. 

Plans for the bypass, which would ruin the image -immortalised 



Plans for the bypass, which would ruin the image -immortalised 
by Constable - of Salisbury Cathedral viewed across the water 
meadows, have been widely condemned by organisations including 
Friends of the Earth (FoE) and the Countryside Commission, the 
Government’s official advisors on the countryside. Louise Jury 


Upward mobility becoming rarer 

The chances of climbing up the income scale from a low-paying job 
have shrunk dramatically during the past two decades. Figures on 
the earnings of individuals tracked over time show that fewer than 
one in four on low pay at the start of their working lde in 1979 had 
readied the top half of the earnings distribution by 1994. 

Only half had made any advance rro the ladder at all, according 
to new research published this morning. The rest were either still 
at the bottom of the pile or had become unemployed. 

The research, based on figures published by the Department of 
Social Security, c h a l lenges Tory claims that greater income 
inequality has been offset by greater upward wage mobility. 
Richard Dickens of the London School of Ecommucs, writing far 
tire Employment Policy Institute, says the claims ignore both 
moves into unemployment and the fact that most people whose 
incomes do rise do not move very, far up the. scale, i Diane Coyle 
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SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 412% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
in the first half of 1996 
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Pentium" powerful 12 S P e<?d CD-ROM Drive and a 36b Hard Drive. And. as if this wasn’t enough, were also offering 
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British biggest worriers in Europe on schools 

' 4 wrn -ntin Britain, ulauon of many poor couir 


lojo fWoyes . 

Unemployment is the biggest - 
: worry of the British, according 
: to a new survey, although con- 
, . cems about education and the 
. health service mark' them out 
- - . from the rest of Europe. ' 

The most <ateddc»nestic con-, 
. cems in yesterday's Mori poll 
. “What’s worrying Britain”, are' 
those which will top the cam- 
paigns of the political parties in 
|he run up to the election — tin- . 
employment, crime; education, 

' the health service, the economy 
■' and the European UniotL 
But results for the Europe- 
wide survey for Population 


Concern and Marie Stopes In- 
ternational, one of the largest 
of its. kind ever undertaken - 
show dear contrasts between 
the fears of Britons and these 
of Eprope as a whole. 

*■- NeariyhaHof Britons (48 per 
cent) gave unemployment as 
tiieir bigger concern -- signifi- 
cantly lessthan the 59 per cent 
of people across Europe. Fears 
about jobs are moist prominent 
' in Roland (85 per cent). Fiance 
add Sweden (78 per cent), and 
Germany and Spain ( more than - 
-70-percent). 

■ .But law and order was a 
much bigger concern than else- 
where in Europe, died by al- 


most. a third (32 per cent) of 
British respondents compared 
with 20 per cent across the 
Continent. Education is also a 
much trigger worry for Britons 


Top 10 domestic concerns 


, were Hie ten or »rw most important 


than elsewhere in Europe, with 
30' per cent ofBritons naming 
it as their main concern, com- 
pared to just 6 per cent else- 
where. The state of schools 
does not maVe the EU top ten 
list of issues. 

" But h is responses to the 
questions about global con- 
- ram* which have worried the 
two charities behind the survey. 
The issue of population in- 
crease is the eight most press- 
. ing concern for Europeans, 


• Education 
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r£jt Sy-jiijfoattUt* f 65 % not witHn » ID) . SoorasMon 

whfle related issues such as re- with Britain below the Euro- 

productive health and rights and pean average. 

women's rights scored very low, “There is clearly a need for 


a sustained European-wide 
campaign to raise awareness 
about population issues and 
the rights of all people to access 
reproductive health care and 
good family planning,” said Pa- 
tricia Hindmarsh of Marie 
Slopes International. 

population growth scored 1- 
per cent in Britain and the EU, 
but related issues like repro- 
ductive health, gender rights and 

adolescent sexuality are rated by 
little more than one per cent of 
the representative sample of 937 
British adults. Aids and other 
sexually transmitted diseases 
get a 14 per cent global concern 
rating across the EU, compared 


/A 


with just 3 percent in Britain. 

Chad sex abuse worries 2 per 
cent ofBritons, almost the low- 
est figure in the EU. The pro- 
portion is highest 1 18 per cent) 
Si Belgium, scene of high-level 
e^andak over paedophile rings. 

Wendy Thomas, director of 
Population Concern, said the fig- 
ures showed that a welcome 71 
per cent of Britons backed more 
general family planning advice 
for developing countries. 

Bui the proportion seeing the 
need for young people in those 
countries to protect themselves 
from unwanted pregnancy was 
only an "alarming" 42 per cent. 

“With close to half the pop- 
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Tom Stevenson 

City Editor - 

Dorling Kindersley, whose illustrated books 
and, more recentty, CD.-Roms have delight- .■ 
ed chfldren and their thankful parents for two 
decades, has become the latest innovative 
British company to discover tiiar beautiful 
products alonewillnot conquer America. .. 

Citing a flood of critical aedaim for its 
books and compact discs. Dotting Kinders- 
lev insisted yesterday its 23-year success sto- 
ry would _ continue, but . it admitted^ fhat 

tff So«ofpre^^h^^yeresiidiasSodc ; 
Shop that crashed to em&lntiw US have sent 

investors in the companyroShing for th e exit 
nnri Dorling Kindersley joins a tong list of stars 
over herethat have failed toshine overth ere. 

Peter Kinderdey, the company’s in pjti-md -^ 
tionaire founder, remained defiantly positive - 

yesterday despite cauai^ cons t e rnation in the 

’City with a warning that American profits, 
which have driven the ebrapBtiy’fc dramatic- " 
recent growth, were flagging. . 

Shrugging off a £al) of almost ilOtanm ms 

family 's private fortune over tbe past year, * 

thanks to a collapse in the value of tis shares 

in DK. Mr Kjndersley painted a bright future 
$ which the flow of middle class favourrtes 
Ukc The RayalHordcidmal Society's Pb/ra En- 
cyclopedia and this year's star launch, an in- 
teractive children's CD-Rom encyclopedia, 
will continue unabated. ••• . 

Dorling Kindersley, which debate bMran- 
ing one of Britain’s biggeS companies stm op- 
erates from a coHoction of elegant town 
houses in London's Covent Garden, provea 
yesterday it is better at pleasing chfldren than 
the City’s unsentimental iund managers, its 

shares which cost 645p a year ago werewomi 

^orsJ&rSdSond time-in three mantis 
that its profits would be worse flan expected. 
But thdcompauy insisted to profctons were 

one-off blipsand nothing to do with ite prod- 
ucts which remain popular. It Warned the swar- 
inis pound for reducing the value of its 
overseas profits and an upheaval aroongUS 

booksellers which has seen grant drains hke 
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Hlgh-fryerf Peter Kindeiiey Is hoping that the company he created is not about 


'>=■*?** . . 
... 


to crash land 
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Photomontage: Jonathan Anstee 


Bames & Noble reducing their stocks ofbooks 
and CD-Koms to try and stem heavy losses. 

Founded in 1974 by Peter Kindersley and 
his partner Christopha: porting, DK began 
by creating high-tpaliiy pracocal reference 
bodes, almost exclusively for adults, fiomthe 
outset, the company’s books stood out from 
their rivals byfbajsing ou elegantly presented 
jrpggeg at the expense of text and immedi- 
ate fl crffini made a handful of titles 
in thel970s million^copy best-sellers. 

DR’s most successful book to date, the 
Family Medical Guide has sold more than 6 
million copies in 15 l a ngu ages and visits to 


cities around the world have become almost 
unthinkable for many travellers without a well- 
thumbed copy of the relevant Eyewitness 
Guide. The series, which now runs to 56 ti- 
tles. has sold 18 million copies in 39 languages. 

In 1987, Dorling moved into children's 
books and for 10 years has made learning a 
pleasure for thousands of absorbed children 
and their relieved (if considerably poorer) par- 
ents. From The Ubimate Dinosaur Sdcker Book 

to PB Bear's Birthday Forty, DK has effectively 
cornered a hugely lucrative market- 

But the real excitement, according to Mr 
Kindersley, ties in what he describes as “the 


digital future”. For a man who has made a 
fortune out of the printed word he exudes en- 
thusiasm for the interactive PC world in which 
his books' images spring to life. After three 
yeaisof development, DKwiD this year launch 
its latest 3D Children 's Encyclopedia , whose 
half a billion words, maps, pictures, video clips 
and music are expected to astonish any par- 
ent able to get near the family computer. 

Alan Buckingham, who heads DKT s mul- 
ti-media operation, believes the CD-Rom 
market is set to explode in the next few years. 
In 1994, he says, there were around 12 mil- 
lion personal computers with CD-Rom dri- 


ves, three-quarters of them in America. By 
2000 there will be an estimated 97 miflion. 

Peter Kindetsley dismisses recent problems 
in America as a distraction from long-term 
trends that will ensure the DK phenomenon 
continues unchecked. , , , 

He said: "Who would have thought the 
Learning Channel would be the fastest- 
growing cable channel in the US, or that the 
Discovery Channel would be sold in 122 mar- 
kets. Globally more and more people are re- 
discovering learning and that being a self- 
educator can bring great benefits.” 

Shares crash, page 20 


ulauon of many poor countries 
under the age of 15, the neglect 
of young people’s sexual and re- 
productive health worldwide is 
a crisis in the malting that will 
hamstring other development 
efforts.” she said. 

Topics which worry the 
British less than their neigh- 
bours across the Channel in- 
clude the economy, drug abuse, 
race relations and AIDS. Two 
out of five Britons and Euro- 
peans agree that war and civil 
conflict is the main problem. 
Environment and pollution, 
famine, poverty and unem- 
ployment also get high ratings 
across the EU. 


‘Crash’ is 
passed 
for uncut 
release 


David Lister 

Arts News Editor 

The highly controversial film. 
Crash, which depicts characters 
being sexually aroused by 
graphic car crashes, was yes- 
terday passed for release uncut 
by the British Board of Film 
Classification. 

The board's director James 
Perm an said the "unusual and 
disturbing film" was neither 
illegal nor harmful. One of the 
characters in the film is disabled 
from a car crash. But the BBFC 
said it had showed the film to 
a top lawyer, a forensic psy- 
chologist and an audience of dis- 
abled people before granting it 
an 18 certificate. 

David Cronenberg's adapta- 
tion of the novel by JG Ballard 
was the subject of a newspaper 
campaign to have it banned af- 
ter its screening at the London 
Film Festival last year. West- 
minster Council, in London, 
gave it an interim ban. Until that 
is lifted, the number of cinemas 
at which Crash can be shown in 
London may be affected. 

The film, starring the Oscar 
winner Holly Hunter, demands 
a strong stomach. But its op- 
ponents ignored the fact that its 
deliberately sterile atmosphere 
and the stress on the unfulfilled 
nature of the charactere' rela- 
tionships acted against it glam- 
ourising its subject matter. 

The psychologist consulted by 
the BBFC said there was no sex- 
ual devianev in the film, and that 
a notorious scene with a woman 
in callipers was not felishisuc be- 
cause she was seen as attractive 
in spite of her scars and limb 
supports, not because of them. 

The BBFC said disabled peo- 
■ pie shown the film believed 
the depiction of the woman 
struggling in callipers mirrored 
the difficulties that many of 
; them had had to overcome, 
i Celebrities including Jere- 
i my Irons, Nicolas Roeg, 
Michael Palin. Ken Loach and 
i film producer Duncan Ken- 

- worthy had rallied to the film s 
e defence. A spokesman for Co- 
■- lumbia TriStar. tiic film's UK 

- distributors, said: “We are 
. thrilled the BBFC have finally 

given Crash the certificate it has 
0 always deserved.” 
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news 


£10m a year 


wasted on 


unneeded 


Caesarians 


Annabel Ferriman 


Women are being subjected to 
unnecessary tests ajid Cae- 
sarean sections, wasting £10m 
annually and increasing ill- 
health. a new report from the 
Audit Commission says today. 

ITte nationwide study, of 
2.400 mothers reported wide ge- 
ographical discrepancies in 
Caesarean rates which, the 
commission said, indicated that 
s»ime doctors were too quick to 
rely on this method. 

Women who had interven- 
tions during childbirth, includ- 
ing forceps deliveries and 
Caesareans, described “reduced 
levels of satisfaction and confi- 
dence". fell "less well support- 
ed and suffered increased 
postnatal ill health," according 
to the report. 

“There is general consensus 
that levels of Caesarean section 
are higher than are clinically re- 
quired ... Caesarean sections at 
trusLs visited ranged from 1 1 per 
cent to 18 per cent of deliver- 
ies and vary more than twofold 
nationally [the average being 17 
per cent j.“ the report said. 

Obstetricians perform Cae- 
sarean sections for a variety of 
reasons, including abnormal 
foetal presentation, foetal dis- 
tress and poor progress during 
labour. 

The report said: “These in- 
terventions have important con- 
sequences. with women taking 
longer to recover and staying 
longer in hospital, making them 
more costly. A Caesarean sec- 
tion can cost in excess of £700". 

The Audit Commission col- 
lected information from 13 NHS 
trusts. 12 commissioning au- 
thorities and 300 GPs. as well as 
from women who had given 
birth in June and July 1995. 

Each year the NHS spends 
more than £l.lbn on materni- 
ty services for about 650.0U0 
women, at a cost of about 
LI. 700 per delivery. The com- 
mission found that* raanv trusts 


provided more antenatal check- 
ups than were needed for low- 
risk women and some relied too 
much on specialist involvement. 

This was more expensive and 
less popular than local com- 
munity services provided by 
midwives and GPs, and lied up 
resources worth £ll)ra annual- 
ly, which could be better spent 
on providing better information 
to women, said the report. 

Although health authorities 
and trusts have been encour- 
aged to lake a more woman- 
centred approach, since the 
publication of Changing Child- 
birth by the government-ap- 
pointed Expert Maternity 
Group in 1993. the co mmiss ion 
says that they could do more. 

In many ways, the report is an 
indictment of the hospital ser- 
vices, showing that less than half 
of pregnant women felt that hos- 
pital staff gave them confidence 
and less than two in five felt that 
someone got to know them. 
One in four women reported be- 
ing left alone in labour, at a time 
that worried them. 

Ms Beverley Fitzsimons, pro- 
ject manager at the commission, 
said: “Health authorities have 
got to use a variety of means to 
find out what women want, in- 
cluding consulting local ma- 
ternity services liaison 
committees. “We found the 
general growth in Caesarean 
sections worrying, and (he vari- 
ation between trusts worrying. 
We do not believe that there is 
such a thing as “a correct rate". 


but a rate which is right for the 
:-mlx. We 


particular case-mix. We would 
recommend that each trust re- 
views its Caesarean rate to see 
whether it is justified." 

Postnatal hospital care came 
in for the most critical comment, 
with women complaining about 
“poor food and hygiene, 
cramped bathrooms and" inad- 
equate eating areas." They also 
felt that different professionals 
gave them conflicting advice on 
breast feeding. 



Tiny tartan: Young members of the Wallace dan rehearsing for today’s ‘Braveheart Walk* at Stirling Castle 
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Masons told to reveal themselves 


Christian Wofanar 

Westminster Correspondent 


The days of freemasonry as a se- 
cret organisation may be num- 
bered. Freemasons in the police 
force and the judiciary should 
be forced to disclose their mem- 
bership of the organisation, an- 
al I -party group of MPs will 
recommend in a report to be 
published next week. 

The recommendation will 
send shock waves through the 
7,823 lodges and 349 ,213 ma- 
sons around the country for 
whom secrecy has always been 
sacred. Membership of lodges 
may decline if men joining 
them are no longer able to 
keep their membership secret. 
However, the committee is un- 


likely to make recommenda- 
tions on how registers should be 
kept and whether they should 
be open to everyone or only to 
relevant parties. 

A new Labour government is 
likely to seize on the recom- 
mendation, especially as Jack 
Straw, the shadow Home Sec- 
retary, suggested in his evi- 
dence that there should be a 
register for defence and pros- 
ecution lawyers in court cases. 

The Home Affairs Com- 
mittee, which has spent the 
past six months examining ma- 
sonry in the police and judicia- 
ry. has been inundated with over 
200 submissions and its mem- 
bers have been influenced by the 
fact that so many have recom- 
mended that masons in public 


life should declare themselves. 

Several bodies involved in the 
administration of the law and 
the judiciary have submitted ev- 
idence recommending more 
openness about freemasonry. 
For example, the Law Society, 
which represents solicitors, said 
there were a number of options, 
including some form of regis- 
tration system by the Lord 
Chancellor’s Office for judges 
and chief constables for police. 

The Association of Chief Po- 
lice Officers also said it was pre- 
pared to support a register, 
although it did not specify how 
it should be done. Amoqg po- 
lice groups, only the Police 
Federation, which represents 
lower ranks, is completely op- 
posed. 


MPs on the committee have 
been surprised that freema- 
sonry is not as prevalent among 
the judiciary and the police as 
expected. Of the 130 senior 
judges, only a handful are ma- 
sons according to evidence giv- 
en to the committee. This is 
seen as a decline in the preva- 
lence of masonry since it first 
started attracting major media 
attention in the mid 1980s. 

Among a sample of local 
magistrates for which evidence 
was obtained, between a sixth 
and a third were masons in one 
area, while freemasonry was less 
common in other areas. . 

Supporters of disclosure 
point out that freemasonry only 
became very secretive after the 
Second World Wir and until 


then members did not neces- 
sarily hide the fact that they be- 
longed to a lodge. 

The members of the Home 
Affairs committee have not 
been divided solely on party 
lines with some Tory MPs sop- 
porting a disclosure of mem- 
bership by freemasons, while 
some Labour MPs have ex- 
pressed opposition. The in- 
quiry into freemasonry was first 
suggested by a Labour member 
of the committee, Chris Muffin, 
who was disturbed at the num- 
ber of freemasons who ap- 
peared to be involved in the 
. Birmingham Six case. Howev- 
er, it took two years for the en- 
quiry by MPs to start after they 
had agreed to instigate it in July 
1994. 


Evans is 
sued on 
terrorist 
remark 


Ian Burrell 


The Birmingham Six yesterday 
served a libel writ on Tory MP 
David Evans over remarks al- 
legedly made during an inter- 
view with sixth-formers. 

Supporters of the Birming- 
ham Six said the comments, 
which apparently questioned 
the men's innocence of the 
1974 pub bombings, were 
deeply hurtful and came as 
their final compensation claims 
were still being settled. 

The writ was served on Mr 
Evans's solicitors by agents of 
the men’s lawyers. London- 
based BM Bimberg & Co. 

Benedict Bimbeig said the 
action was prompted by re- 
marks allegedly made by Mr 
Evans when he addressed 
schoolchildren in Welwyn Gar- 
den Gtv last month. - 

Mr Krobeig said be wrote icr- 
Mr Evans about the comments-' 
in early March but. when no re- 
ply was received, a wit was is- 
sued last Friday and served 
yesterday. “We' are seeking 
rtamagfts and an injunction pre- 
venting him from saying these 
things again," he said. 

Michael Collins from the 
British and Irish Human Rights 
Centre, which campaigns for the 
men, said: “Mr Evans’ remarks 
were ill-judged and irresponsi- 
ble, particularly coming from a 
Member of Parliament 

“The Birmingham Six case 
was settled, and they proved 
their innocence. Any attempt to 
impugn their integrity must be 
fought They are quite right to 
take legal action to protect 
their reputation. These sort of 
remarks are deeply hurtful." ^ 

The men’s lawyers were ™ 
seeking a judicial review in a bid 
to finalise compensation claims, 
he said. “Their compensation 
has still not be settled, although 
substantial interim payments 
have been made. 

“Their marriages have bro- 
ken down, their children grew 
up, and their worth was taken 
away while they were in prison. 
They have found it virtually im- 
possible to get work, and yet no 
settlement has been made." 

Mr Evans’ talk with sixth-for- 
mers at Stanbo rough School 
caused astonn of protest when 
details of what he had said 
reached the media. 
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Compaq Deskpro 2000 5166 M1620 

Intel Pentium® 1 processor 166MHz, 16MB memory, 296KB cache 
1.6GB S.M.A.R.T. hard drive with Fault Management 
Microsoft* Windows 95 or Windows 3.1 pre-installed 
Compaq 140 14" SVGA monitor 

Compaq Asset Control via Insight Manager, Comprehensive system security. 


Until the end of April our special promotion 
prices mean vim will pav even less fur any Deskpro 2000 
with a Compaq 140 or VS0 monitor. This means if 
yuu'rv a growing business vour budgets will nun* 
stretch in faster processors and larger hard drives. 

Not to mention even lower long term etists of 
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"Light, easy to operate; 
so efficient, a joy to use" 
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converts to a hand held vac to deep down 
clean upholstery and the car too. When 

you’ve done all the cleaning in record time 
the BISSELL Magic Broom stores away m the 
minimum of space. 
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Charier ArQxr 

Science Editor .-j- V- ,-^ v-'- 

The legacy .of mad cow disease 
will Jast/ar longer than the dis- , 
ease itselfWhiiethe irnmiwr of . 
cases of bovine spongiform eo- 
cepalopaihy (BSE) .is falling': 
rapidly, the- political, medical - 
etxinonnc and legal' nunifica- 
oons wifl follow ns ihfotbe nest 
century. ; . . . . . ■ 

-It is a year tomorrow that. 
Stephen Darren, the Secretary ' 
of State for Health, said the. 
Government recognised a fink 
bctweenejqposujre to the agent, 
that causes bovine spongiform 
eocepalopathy (BSE) in cows 


cow legaty will last into next century 

One year on from government’s BSE announcement, nobody Knows how many will die 

. ... . J CJD. It affects young peop 

,ndaV 9 fi*nl ■■ ..... .. /'m i r ’ -.i j: T„ : i i r , . . ■ __ - Urtair nf and ic fatAl 


and a variant of the fatal brain 

dacmder Creutzfeldt-Jafcob Dis- 
. case (GJD) in- humans. 

At that time, there were 10 
: confirmed cases of- v-CJD, as 
adopters now refer to it- It was 
unknown before 1994. 

■■ Now-thereare-17 defimteand 

. nmknklAMAM .... a* ,m _ 


r. — - mug tu luc 

support network set up byvic- 

VUujit’.fanuHes. Tfaep n»ahflrty re- 

. mams that thousands will 
jeventually die of it. according 
tb Professor John Pattison, the 
scientist: who chahs of Seac, the 
Government's advisory com- 


mittee on . BSE and CID. 

... The problem isthat nobody 
knows how many people have 
been exposed to bow much of 
ihe infective agent; nor bow long 

_ it takes to incubate before caus- 
ing clinical symptoms. 

• Estimatesvary from 15 years 
.upwards. Precautions taken 
since last March have reduced 
the risk that BSE-infected prod- 
ucts could enter the human 
flood supply but scientists still 
argue about how infective meat 
or other tissues could be. 

The certainty is that the num- 


ber of cows with the disease Is 
tailing off Last year, there 
were only 7,709 confirmed cas- 
es in the UK less than 0.1 per 
cent of the national herd, and 
this year there have been 177, 
so far. Ar the peak in 1992, there 
were almost 37.000 confirmed 
cases. In total, more than 
166,000 BSE-infected cattle 
have been slaughtered. 

But the economic effect 
lingers. Britain's £50Qm beef ex- 
port market is still moribund, as 
it has been since 27 March last 
year, when the European Com- 


mission banned exports, fearful 
of the effect of BSE on world 
markets. 

John Major's “beef war" of 
non-cooperation with the EC 
last summer was short-lived. 
The Ministry' of Agriculture. 
Fisheries and Food (Maff) now 
says h has complied with the 
EC’s requirements for the Lift- 
ing of the ban, introducing a cull 
of cattle and new inspection and 
certification of herds and meat, 
but does not know when the 
Commission ban will be lifted. 

The EC shows no signs of 


hurrying. Several countries on 
the Continent arc faring their 
own BSE fears, with suggestions 
that France and Germany have 
covered up cases. The deaths of 
two people in France and one 
in Germany of suspected v-CJD 
has added to these worries. 

But even when the ban is lift- 
ed. Britain's herds have been 
decimated, and exporters will 
have to break into markets that 
have been taken over by rivals. 

Ax home, die political effect 
has been immense. Mr Major 
lost face over his about-tum. 


Douglas Hogg, Secretary of 
State for Agriculture, has been 
pummelled over his depart- 
ments failure to stamp out 
BSE. The issue has widened 
Tory divisions on Europe. 

More importantly, the fallout 
from BSE has enraged farmers 
and will cost the Tories impor- 
tant votes in constituencies they 
once relied on. Some farmers 
are prepared to break the habit 
of a lifetime and not vote Con- 
servative in the coming election, 
especially in the West Country. 

The permanent losers are the 


families and relatives of (hose 
who have had. or will have, v- 
CJD. It affects young people 
and is always fatal. 

The prospects for treatment 
are minimal. Scientists arc still 
unsure whether the disease is 
caused by a misshapen protein, 
the “prion" hypothesis, or a re- 
lated effect which causes the 
protein to accumulate in insol- 
uble plaques in the brain. 

Professor John Collingp, who 
last year demonstrated that the 
molecular “signature" nf the 
plaques of BSE and v-CJD is al- 
most identical, believes a ther- 
apy is at least lUyeai* away. 

Letters, page 17 


Charies Arthur 
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- Investigations by. The Indepen- 
dent have found a number of 

- .sites around England where 

- BSE-infected carcasses -with 
t the heads removed were le^l- 

ly buried before 1991, when 
-• government advice was dianged 
to insist that cows with BSE 
, must be incinerated except in 

- unusual timimriahees. , 

The sites identified are in a- 
variety of counties, including 
• Bedfordshire, Cheshire, Dorset, 


Where the BSE-infected 
carcasses were buried 

nBH»r 







Lancashire arid Norfolk. It is not 
known, though, how many of 
the 6,117 BSE-infected cattle 
that the Ministxy of AgricuUtwe 
Fisheries and Food (Maff) said 
have been boned in landfills 
since 1986 are located at the 
• sites. Maffstaff are ncwra^eatly 
compiling a centralised list. 
The rites identified by 27« In- ' 
dependent are: • • 

■ A tip operated tw" Shanks 
, McEwan -sooth of Miltoa ■ 
0 Keynes, Bedfordshire. Rail 
' freight woriceryoseaD a delivery 
of infected cattle before 1990. 


A company spokesman was un- 
able to verily the details; hut, 
- said; ^We woukf have disposed 
of animal western the mariner 
demanded by legislation." 

■ ■ Arpley ' Meadows, near 
Moore, Cheshire. In 1990, it was 
taking delivery of at least four 
carcasses perireek. 

■ White’s Pit, Bxife; Dorset An 
unknown number were de- 
posited there in 1988 arid 1989. 

• The action was defended sub- 
sequenttybytheMaffdivirion- 
al veterinary officer for the 
area, who.said “There is no ev- 
idence of BSE in bones.” 

■ Rowley, near Burnley, Lan- 
cashire. Up to 26 a week may 
have been buried on the tip for 
up to 18 months. . 

' ■ AlUebridge tip, near Thver- 
ham, Norfolk. Between 1989 
and 1992, 350 BSE-infected cat- 
tle were buried there. The rite 
isSOpmetiesfiomthexiverWhD- 
som, aid afenrierfivingnear the 
site has been told that waterfront 
a nearby borehole would not be 
of suitable quality. 

"The urgency with which 
MafFs Animal Health offices at 
Tohworth, near London, are . 
compiling the complete list of 
sites of buried carcasses is also 
at : variance with the mmistiy's 
insistence that they pose no nsk 
. to water or ground supplies. 

‘ A spokesman pointed out 
that Seac, the Govemmentfsad- 
visory committee oil BSE and 
related diseases, coriditded last . 
May that .the buried animals 
^^arouldbeimlikelytocauseany 
problems-" and “tfidn’t recom- 
mend that weuncoverlbepasr. .. 

However, farmers are riot al- 
lowed to bury sheep whicb-die 
oif scrapie - the sheep equiva- 
lent of BSE, and the disease 
which Maff says was the origin 



Looking to the future: One of the calves from the pedigree herd at Kennels Farm, Bletchingley, Surrey, which will replace cattle that have to be culled Photograph: John Voos 


of BSE - because experience 
has shown that the infective 
agent remains in the land. 

A Seac member told The In- 
dependent last week that “we 
would have to doa risk assess- 
ment” to be entirely sure what 
possible threat might remain af- 
ter so long. 


But, he added, “We were eat- 
ing the stuff in our food at the 
time. 

“The risk that those sites pose 
is infinitesimal compared to 
the risk from eating products 
containing bovine offals before 
they were banned from food in 
November 1989." 


Ml mercury 


r: A CABLES WIRELESS COMPANY 


Stephen ChurchflTs parems re- 
alise now thatlhe car crash was 
the first sign, writes: Charles 
.Arthur. 

“It was about August Hewas 
simply drivingnear home in his 
mum’s Ford Fiesta and he went 
across the white line, head-on 
to an oncoming army truck,” 
said Dave Churchill, Stephen's 


father. -The car was a write-off. 
Stephen couldn’t explain what 
bad happened. Nor could his 
passenger. Both were .lucky to 
survive -“long legs, and a seal 
a I6ng way back”, said Mr 
.Churchill yesterday. 

' But for that, the first Briton 
to die oLthe “new variant 7 of 
Oeutzfeldt-Jakob -disease 
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might have been just another 
road statistic 

Mr Churchill feels now that 
the disease’s name (v-CJD) is 
confusing: “It would be better 
to call It something else, like 
‘florid plaque disease’ - which 
is what you see in the brain sec- 
tions - to distinguish it from the 
normal form." he said. 

The “sporadic" form of GID 
usually affects people over 60, 
and has no known cause. By 
contrast, v-CJD has so far af- 
fected .people under 50, and is 
almost certainly caused by eat- 
ing BSE-infected food. 

•' But the Churchills hod no 
inklingof that Instead, they en- 
. dured months in which the 18- 
y ear-old slipped into an 
incurable,- remote depression 
and gave up school. In No- 
vember, his mother took him 
•out shopping; and stopped at a 
cafeteria. They ate a small meal 
and went back out to the car. 
“Did you. enjoy that?" she 
asked. Stephen didn't remem- 
ber it. 

Doctors insisted it was simply 
depression. Stephen was given 
j medication. By December he 
was losing his co-ordination 
and could not ago his name. He 
spent that Christmas with them 
- “the most miserable we’ve ever 
had", recalled Mr Churchill. 

It was so bad that on 3 Jan- 
uary 1995 they demanded an- 
other consultation with the 
psychiatrist. Stephen was ad- 
mitted to hospital. The doctors 
seemed reluctant to diagnose 
CJD m an 18-year-old - it would 
make medical history - but on 
13 February they did. -Mr 
Churchill recalls his frustration. 
A tifagntvM “would not have 
helped Stephen, but it would 
have taken away the doubt, 
which is what breeds fear". 

Early in May, Stephen was re- 
leased’inio a care home, where 
his family recreated his own 
bedroom - “his Pamela An - 
derson posters, his beer bottle 
collection, all those things”. 
They were prepared for his in- 


evitable death to take years; in- 
stead he (tied two weeks later, 
on 21 May - the first, and 
youngest, Bntoa to die of v-CTD. 

When Stephen Darrell made 
his fateful announcement last 
March, “it gave me a focus for 
my anger", said Mr Churchill. 
“It's as if Stephen had been 
killed by a hit-and-run driver, 
and then 10 months later the po- 
lice come and say ‘By the way, 
we’ve arrested so-and-so who 






Stephen Churehifl: Diagnosis 
made mec&cat history 

lives down the roacT." Since 
then, the Churchills have ap- 
plied pressure for a judicial re- 
view. They have never directly 
blamed beef for their son's 
death: preferring to let the sci- 
entists do that. “We just ask 
questions,’' said Mr Churchill. 

After Stephen died, the 
Churchills became closely in- 
volved with the national CJD 
Support Group. Mr Churchill's 
advice to anybody whose child 
or relative dies of v-CJD is: “We 
would encourage anybody to go 
to the media after their Joss.” 
Publicity is a weapon, he be- 
lieves, which wifi eventually cut 
to the answer whose fault was 
it that these people died? 
Mike National CJD Helpline is 
on 01380 720033 . 
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Penguin 
wins its 
suit as 
Puffin 
gets the 
crumbs 
in battle 
of the 
biscuits 


bn Sorrell 


Asda. the supermarket chain, may have 
to p-p-pick up a bill for damages af- 
ter the judge in die great chocolate bis- 
cuit case ruled that its Puffin brand was 
a copy of the famous Penguin. 

Mr Justice Robert Walker found 
Asda guilty of passing-off, but al- 
lowed the supermarket to continue 
making its biscuits provided it amend- 
ed the packaging. United Biscuits had 
sued Asda on the grounds that the su- 
permarket's product was a copy of its 
60-year-old brand. 

The seven-day hearing at the High 
Court in London was supposed to end 
die confusion of the shopper but end- 
ed up baffling the biscuit-makers, 
both of which claimed a victory. Asda 
said ft would continue to sell Puffins 
after “tweaking’’ the packaging, al- 
though it admitted that it was unsure 
what changes the judge had in mind. 

Mr Justice Walker’s 35-page judg- 
ment included his “judicial notice of 
relevant ornithology*’. After noting the 
differences between the two birds' 



Ruffled feathers: Asda staff demonstrating the difference In pfummage outside the High Court yesterday 
Latin name* plumage and nesting back to using more naturalistic pen- ty similar to those of the Penguin . " He n 


Photograph: Stefan Rousseau 


Latin n ame* plumage and nesting 
places, be admitted' “My own knowl- 
edge has been supplemented consid- 
erably from a handbook which counsel 
showed me.” 

In a judgment punctuated by pic- 
tures of Puffins and Bmgums, the judge 
referred to various images used try UB 
over the years, including Penguins in 
rubber boots, chef s hat and ice skates 
and scarf. Recently UB had gone 


back to using more naturalistic pen- 
guins - “not encumbered by boots, 
skates or other paraphernalia”. 

The judge said that had the Asda 
product been called “Bison” with an 
appropriate cartoon, the case would 
never have been brought. “The word 
Puffin is not very (Efferent in form from 
Penguin,” he observed, and conduct- 
ed: •mie Puffin packaging and get up 
was, in the material sense, deceptive- 


ordered an inquiry into the amount of 
damages sufficed by UB as a result of 


damages sufficed by UB as a result of 

the Asda product. 

UB’s sales of McVIties Penguins 
amount to £30m a year with more than 
£4m spent annually on advertising. 
Asda’s expenditure on developing and 
launchin g irs rival last Septemberwas 
also suh^antial. The Puffin - 25 per 
cent cheaper than the Penguin - was 


introduced at its 200-plus stores as a 
“brand beater* - . ■ 

The judge cleared Asda of mfiring- 
ing UB’s registered trade marks - the 
name and pictures of the bird - except 
for two incidents when the supermar- 
ket went so far as to use the phrase 
“pjdcup a Puffin’* in its advertising. He 
granted a 35-day stay of execution to 
hundreds of thousands of Puffins W 
awaiting sale in the old packaging: 


Scrap BBC governors, say MPs 


Paid McCann 

Media Correspondent 


A committee of MPs has con- 
demned the BBC Board of 
Governors as a bunch of part- 
time amateurs threatening the 
future of the Corporation. 

Parliament's National Her- 
itage Select Committee, which 
yesterday released its long- 
awaited report. The BBC and 
The Future Of Broadcasting. 
says the corporation cannot ex- 
pect to survive in the coming age 
of new digital channels and in- 
teractive TV if it continues to 
be managed by part-timers with 


□o knowledge of broadcasting 

Instead, the committee, which 
is chaired by Gerald Kaufman, 
wants to see a hands-on execu- 
tive chairman appointed by the 
Secretary of State for National 
Heritage who is backed up by 
a professional board of 
governors. 

At present, the BBC's Board 
of Governors is comprised of the 
great and the good, such as for- 
mer trade union leader Bill Jor- 
dan. Lord Lennox, a former 
ambassador to Spain and Mar- 
garet Spurr. a former head- 
teacher. 

“The present governors were 


no doubt an extremely worthy 
collection of people. Mr Kanf- 


collection of people. Mr Kauf- 
man told BBC Radio 4’s The 
WoridAl One. 

“But in this cut-throat world 
of huge expansions in broad- 
casting. it is shnpty inappropri- 
ate for the BBC to go on being 
run by a part-time group of the 
great and the good.” 

The BBC said its governors 
were custodians of the licence 
payer’s interest and not a Pfcso 
no change was needed. 

As well as professional di- 
rectors, the report recommends 
that the Board of Governors 
should lose its right to regulate 


the BBC on taste and decency 
matters. It wants an external 
regulator like the Independent 
Televigon Commission which 
oversees Channel 4 and JTV. 

But the committee does not 
believe now is the time to move 
to a siqglc regulator, covering the 
BBC and the conmndal seanr. 
It wants a ampler body in ulti- 
mate contra! of the corporation. 

The report also recommends 
that the BBC should be able to 
borrow from banks for expan- 
sion without the debt adding to 
the ftibUcSoctor Borrowing Re- 
quirement and thereby con- 
tributing to the Government’s 


debt. “We believe it should be 
run asa business- Bat we want 
the public service nature of its 
activities to be safeguarded, 
and that is why we recommend 
the external regulator” said Mr 

Kairfrnau - 

Tbe report casts doubt cm the 
long-term future of digital ter- 
restrial broadcasting. In Janu- 
ary, ITV broadcasters Carlton 
Communications and Granada 
linked up with Rupert Mur- 
doch's BSkyB and the BBC to 
apply for three digital frequen- 
cies that could start broadcast- 
ing 30 channels into British 
homes from next year. 


The report concludes that the 
digital system has will only last 
fora short period because of its 
inability to supply truly inter- 
active TV services such as 
video-on-demand. • ^ . . 

The committee also said the 
funding formula by which 
Channel 4 pays the ITV com- 
panies millions of pounds every 
year should be ended as soon 
as posable. But the MPs dis- 
missed calls for Channel 4 to be 
privatised."^ are at a loss jf* 
understand why there .is any 
consideration whatever of pri- 
vatising Channel 4,” the MPs 
said. 


Union chief seeks special 
schools for unruly pupils 


Uicy Ward 

Education Correspondent 


More than 100,000 pupils in 
mainstream schools are so dis- 
ruptive they should be removed 
and taught in special schools, 
the leader of the second largest 
leaching union said yesterday. 

The all for a return towards 
segregated education, made by- 
Nigel de Gruchy. general sec- 
retary of the National Associ- 
ation of Schoolmasters Union 
of Women Teachers, flies in the 
face of almost 20 years of efforts 
to integrate children with spe- 
cial needs into ordinary schools. 

The number of children with 
behavioural problems now stay- 
ing in ordinary schools was the 
biggest single factor behind tbe 
dramatic rise in permanent 
exclusions from 2500 to over 
1 1.000 annually in the last four 


years. Mi de Gruchy said. A 
report blaming integration for 
much of tbe increase in class- 
room disruption wfll be pre- 
sented to (he union's Easter 
conference. 

The NASUWT’s call for 
greater segregation in order to 
ease discipline problems comes 
as part of a package of demands 
directed at the Government 
taking power after the election. 

The union will also ask a new 
administration to work with it 
to cut workloads by reducing 
bureaucracy imposed on teach- 
ers as a result of school in- 
spection and pupil assessment. 
If nothing is done within a 
year, it wfll ballot members 
over a boycott of such tasks. 

The NASUWT will also re- 
new' its calls for substantial 
salary rises for teachers who opt 
to stav in the classroom rather 


than seeking promotion and 
cutting back on. teaching, of- 
fering in return to accept tough 
appraisals which could allow 
heads to get rid of poor teach- 
ers more easily. The present top 
salary for classroom teachers of 
£21,000 should be raised to 
£30,000. the union said. 

Mr de Gruchy also chal- 
lenged Mary Warnock. whose 
seminal 1978 report calling for 
children with special educa- 
tional needs to be taught with 
their peers wherever possible 
framed the basis of tbe 1981 Ed- 
ucation Act Baroness Warnock 
should practise what she had 
preached, Mr de Gruchy said. 

“If it is so important to care 
for these youngsters why 
doesn’t she give up her job in 
the House of Lords and go and 
teach these youngsters and 
show bow it should be done?” 


Hospital’s ‘poor’ cardiac 
surgery prompts inquiry 


Annabel r en'm van 


Stephen DorrelJ, the Secretary 
of State for Health, announced 


an inquiry yesterday into cardiac 
surgery at Bristol Royal Infir- 
mary after the publication of a 
report showing that one of the 
hospital’s consultants had a 
“poor” surgical record. 

An independent expert re- 
view which considered tbe treat- 
ment of 2500 patients 
operated on during 1993-1995 
condemned the record of James 


Wisheart as “significantly poor- 
er** than that of his colleagues. 


er* than that of his colleagues. 

Mr Wisheart retired early 
as medical director of the hos- 
pital in December, when he also 
Slopped doing dmical work. 
On Monday, tbe 59-year-old 
surgeon announced his retire- 
ment from the NHS. He and fel- 
low surgeon Jaoardan 


Dhasmana already face a sep- 
arate General Medical Council 
investigation following an in- 
quiry into the paediatric cardiac 
surgery at tbe hospital 

Last year, it was revealed that 
nine out of 13 babies died when 
undergoing “switch” operations 
and other surgical techniques to 
repair heart defects at the hos- 
pital between 1990 and 1995. 
The frulure rate was around two 
out of three, compared with a 
national average of one in 10. 

A GMC spokesman said: 
"Our investigations into com- 
plaints about paediatric cardiac 
surgery at the Bristol Royal In- 
firmary are well advanced.” 

Mr Darrell revealed, in an- 
swer to a question from Robert 
Key, MP tor Salisbury, that tbe 
Department of Health mquiry 
would not start until the GMC 
investigation was over. 


”1 am mainly concerned 
about the response made at that 
tune by the trust’s manage- 
ment to thes&raattexsT be said. 

“In the past two years, the 
tiust has .taken steps to improve 
tbe services, appointing a new 
paediatric cardiac surgeon and 
transferring services to new 
specialist facilities at the Bris- 
tol Children’s Hospital $ 

“However questions remain 
about the handling of these dif- 
ficult issues, " he said. “Iris vf- ^ 
tal the facts are ascertained: that. ; 
any failures are identified and 
that lessons are igwt in Bris- 
tol and throughout die country 
to prevent similar situations in 
fixture.” 

The origmalinquiiy into the 
deaths was carried out by Marc 
de Leval, consrdtimt paediatric 
surgeon at Great Ormond 
Street Childrens HbspttaL - 
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Springtime for Hockney as he paints the town with^ov^re 



For the art world. 1 May ^I' havcasigifi- 

tssatssitsstz. 

of paintings for nearly a d^aoe . 

The edition “Flowers. Rk*s; aiw Specs , 
‘Pr- . . ' a .k. i.«iir»allcrvmcen- 


un™9^Td.e AnnclyJuda Gallery mi- 
tral LoqSL wU 




tral London, will include a oranu 

ofmorethanSOpc^iaitsandsdf-pot^aitsand 

IS still lifes pever eAibiladbefore. 


Flowers and spaces: 


Preparingyssterday forHockiigy's show, which opens on 1 May at the Annely Juda Gallery in London Photograph: Peter Macdiarmki aewp 


IS SUll Hies never c*uiu««- . 

his largest commercial gallery show A num- 
ber of the works wfll be for ^ e ^^ e ex ' 
pectcd to fetch between £150.000 and 
£400000 and it is likely to be one of the best- 
attended exhibitions of the year. 

Annely Juda, who has been a friend of 
Hocknev's since the Sixties, said yestcr- 
davthat ihe flowers til] lifes were “a real de- 
narture for David". 

Hocknev. who lives in Los Angeles, says 
the new paintings of irises, sunflowers and 
violets bathed in Californian sunlight were 
greatly inspired bv a visit he made to Uie Ver- 
ier tuition in The Hague last year. 
“What struck me was how vivid andsirong 
ihe colour was in paintings thaL are 300 yeais 
old," he said. “I came back here and realised 
we've sot a marvellous abundance of won- 
derful, strong light. I began to arrange day- 
lighting in different ways ... I've painted 
flowers throughout ray career, but I vc nev- 
er really done a whole series. 

A 166-page catalogue documenting all the 
new paintings will accompany the exhibition. 
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Hockney: Inspired by Vermeer 


join Churchill SIEMENS 


Baroness Thaller’s political 
and personal papers are tq go on 
pennanentloan toaCambridg: 

tninifer Said she was “delighted” 
that the records of her life and 
work would stay in Britain, and 
join those of an earlier, premier, 
Winston Churchill. 

Lady Thatcher announced 
yesterday that she would donate 
her papers to a new charity, the 
Margaret .Thatcher Archive 
Thist, which would lend them 
permanently - “subject to cer- 
tain conditions of care" - to 
Churchill College, Cambridge. 

The ‘keeper of the college's' 
archives centre. Dr Piers Bren- 
don, said the papers were “with- 
out doubt the most important 
archive of our- times, following 
that of Sir Winston . himself”-. 
The collection, which includes 
photographs, and audiovisual, 
material comprises more than 
1,000 bosesof Lady Thatcher's 
political and personal papers 
from"l945 onwards. Most relate 
to her years as leader of the op- 
position and prime minister. 

A spokesman for. Lady 


Thatcher’s office said the work 
on setting up the charity was ai- ; 

most -complete, -but final ' 
arrangements were still being 
made for moving the archive. 

Lady Tbaxdher said she hoped 
the papers would “be a valuable 

source for students and scholars 
who wish to study the great 
changes brought about by the 
Conservative governments that 

. I had the privilege to lead”. 

■ The spokesman sakl papers re- 
lated to her woric as prime min- 
ister would be bound by the 
: 30-year rule for gewemment pa- 
pers, so those from her first 
months in power in 1979 would 
. not be available until 2010. 

. Churchill college, founded by 
Sir Winston 37 years ago, has 
400 other collections of pa- 
pers, including those of former 


_ f ja&uiw* uiuowi 

Attlee and former leader Neil 
Kinnock, arid senior Tories 
Lord Haiisham and Selwyn 
Lloyd. The master of the col- 
tegt^Sii John Boyd; said: “Lady 
Thatcher’s initiative is a gener- 
ous one: we welcome it and wifl 

take good care of these papers." 
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Spring T 

By Peter Dale •. '/ 

Yes, yes, we. wa/ched.so mans dongs dfe; 

lamented iheftesh green of ihe widow 
and sundry roses under this or that sky- 

andmuch else moumed into a pillow. 

We knew fullweU it came to this. 

So 1 offer you this nostalgia of gnej, 
and these sprigs qfftnsythia, not much amiss, 
that blossom before they come to tea]. 

“Sorine”, originally published in Peter Dale’s reflection Too 
Much of Water ; appears in his recent volume of new and se- 
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Campaign trail: Blair opts for low-key approach and shuns the big set pieces as Ashdown seeks to woo the womens vote r ^ 


PM the 


hallenger 


as leaders 


iwap roles 


Colm Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


John Major is approaching the 
campaign trail like the chal- 
lenger against the prime nun- 
isterial Tony Blair. His opening 
trip to Luton on Monday 
showed that he is at home 
roughing it on the street. 

One seasoned television pre- 
senter said: “Alistair Campbell 
has told Tony not to make eye 
contact with us. He stares 
straight ahead and sails past 
He's been told it’s not prime 
ministerial to do door-steps 
[off- the-cuff interviews] Major 
does them all the time.'' 

Mr Major knows he has to 
cause a stir, Mr Blair knows he 
has to avoid iL If he is to come 
from behind, a trip yesterday to 
the workshops of McLaren, 
the Formula One racing team, 
showed Mr Major that the 
place he should be cutting up 
rough is lory headquarters in 
Smith Square. 

The visit started promising- 
ly enough. The theme this week 
is “British excellence’', jour- 
nalists were told on the break- 
fast coach to the McLaren plant 
in leafy Vfoking. Surrey. Mr Ma- 


jor would see the British-built 
McLaren car which won the 
Australian Grand Prix at the 
weekend with its British driver. 
David Couitbard. The trip was 
arranged at 48-hours’ notice 


with Ron Dennis, managing 
director of McLaren, a personal 
donor to lory party funds, to 
dhow that the underdog can win. 
A winning racing car, fired up, 
and raring to go with its British 
driver at the wheel, would have 
been irresistible to the 
lunchtime television news. 

In the event, the coffin- 
sized car had been put up on 
two steel trestles in a high-tech 
maintenance bay. It had been 
stripped of its wheels; and there 
were red stickers saying “Sun” 
on the wing mirrors. The man 
from the Sun (backs Blair) was 
well-pleased. 

McLaren may be world-beat- 
ers, but as a photo-opportuni- 
ty, the racing car without wheels 
was a dead duck, shot to pieces 
with metaphors. “The wheels 
have dropped off the wagon," 
said the man from the Sun. 

As he left McLaren, Mr Ma- 
jor faced the cameras for a 
“doorstep”, brushing aside the 
Sun's endorsement for Tony 
Blair, and insisting like 
McLaren, that he will come 
from behind to win. 

His words were nearly 
drowned out by a train on a line 
a few hundred yards away. It 
was operated by South West 
Trains, the company which has 
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Blazing a trail: John Mqjor and his wife, Norma (right), viewing an £800,000 McLaren GT car at the Formula One team’s plant at Woking yesterday Photograph: Brian Harris 


paign trail today, visiting a 
school in the Midlands with as- 


given the Government's pri- 
vatisation programme a bad 


vatisation programme a bad 
name by slashing services. 

He mil be back on the cam- 


sisted places to highlight Tory 
education policies. There will be 
more visits to factories run by 
Tory-supporting businessmen, to 
challenge Mr Blair's ability to 
woo the business vote. And 


there will be set-piece rallies 
with Jeffrey Archer, the novel- 
ist, acting as the minder and 
warm-up act. Security sur- 
rounding a Tory election rally at 
the Royal Albert Hall in Lon- 
don on 4 April has been put on 
lull alert for a possible IRA 


attack alter the date and loca- 
tion was published. The security 
risks surrounding Mr Major's 
tour were highlighted by the 
near riot in Luton on Monday, 
where he opened the campaign 
with a speech from his soap box. 

The Major Battle Bus will be 


stopping more often than it did 
in 1992 for street meetings in 
this campaign. The tour, ac- 
companied by Lord Archer, 
Howell James, his policy ad- 
viser, and Sheila Gunn, his 
press officer, will take in the 
West Country, where the Lib- 


eral Democrats are strong, and 
the Midlands, where Mr Major 
has been wooing the Asian 
vote. Basildon in Essex is on tire 
list, as the scene of the turning 
point for the Tories on election 
night in 1992. 

The key battleground will be 


the Tbiy marginals, but this 
time, his strategists axe taking ' 
the tattle bus to Labour's heart- 
lands, including Merseyside, to 
take the attack to Labour-con- 
trolled councils. ItwSl beagm- 
ellittg six-week campaign, and 
it risks turning off the voters. 




Labour plans party trick to Ashdown shuns machismo 
present two Tony Blairs to catch the female vote 


Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 


Labour has a trick up its sleeve 
to keep the electorate keen 
over the next ax weeks -not one 


Tony Blair, but two. 
The first Mr Blair 


The first Mr Blair to appear 
at each election event wfll be a 
smiling, almost presidential fig- 
ure who will be surrounded by 
cheering crowds wearing red 
rosettes and carrying swathes of 
red balloons. 

But the glitzy, glamorous 
and even exciting man who is 
supposed to be created by these 
scenes will soon be replaced by 
a more serious character. The 
second Mr Blair will be found 
holding in-depth discussions 
with voters, giving keynote 
speeches to serious audiences 
and arguing the toss on policy 
issues with the unconvinced. 

“Enthuse and convince" will 
be the key to the party’s cam- 
paign. Mr Blair must be por- 
trayed as a vibrant politician 


whose presence sparks wild en- 
thusiasm in every crowd, offi- 
cials say, but he must not appear 
lightweight Every shower of red 
roses must be backed up by a 
serious show of political weight. 

Mr Blair’s first election trip, 
to Gloucester on Monday, was 
a perfect example of the genre. 
Step one: as the party leader de- 
scends from his train, accom- 
panied by his wife, Cherie, he 
is greeted by an enthusiastic 
demonstration and his aides 
have to clear a path from the 
platform to his car. Step two: 
Cherie sits in the back row as 
Mr Blair, accompanied by the 
local candidate, takes ques- 
tions on everything from Eu- 
rope to prescription charges. 

Every scene will be carefully 
controlled by the party's spin 
doctors, and many will appear 
far more spontaneous than they 
really are. There will be more fo- 
cus groups of the type seen in 
Gloucester, and there will also 
be town-centre walkabouts of 


the sort John Major attempted 
in Luton. His wife will accom- 
pany him to many of the events, 
but will not be omnipresent 
during the campaign. 

As for the big, set-piece ral- 
lies and speeches, these will cer- 
tainly happen, but will be 
minutely planned in order to 
prevent a repetition of the tri- 
umphal Sheffield rally which 
was credited by some with los- 
ing Labour the last election. 

There will be a big-city rally 
during the last week or so, ana 
possibly another earlier in the 
campaign, though party spin 
doctors are not saying yet where 
or when they will be. We can 
confidently expect, though, that 
they wifi have a somewhat more 
serious, statesmanlike air than 
some past events. There will be 
rabble-rousing speeches to the 
party faithful, of course, but 
these wiD be interspersed with 
heavyweight, set piece ad- 
dresses to “serious" audiences 
of business people and the like. 


While Mr Blair is busy with 
all this, the key figures in his 
campaign wfll be travelling the 
country, concentrating their ef- 
forts on about 100 target seats. 
This part of the election effort 
will be spearheaded by Labour’s 
deputy leader, John Prescott, 
who has just embarked on a 
10,000-mile round Britain tour. 
It will be backed up by every 
other member of Labour's 
frontbench team. 

Leading women MPs will 
play a key part in the party’s 
strategy, meeting focus groups 
of floating female voters in 
marginal seats and also visiting 
businesses where many of the 
staff are women. 

Each party regional office has 
a detailed plan of which politi- 
cians will appear in which mar- 
ginal seats on which days. But 
with a sLx-week campaign 
stretching resources there are 
many officials who may be wish- 
ing they bad three, four or 
even five Tony Blairs. 


Barrie dement 


Paddy Ashdown has been per- 
suaded that he has a lot more 
to offer female voters than ei- 
ther the Conservative or the 
Labour leader. 

As part of a “women-friend- 
ly” campaign, the Liberal De- 
mocrat leader will attempt to 
listen rather than hector, sug- 
gest rather than assert and tell 
the truth rather than dissemble, 
his aides argue. Where John 
Major and Tbny Blair will don 
the mantle ofgrmitas, Mr. Ash- 
down will try for statesmanlike 
humility with the odd giggle 
thrown in. 

He believes that the cock- 
fighting tactics of the other 
party leaders are a turn-off to 
voters in general, and to women 
in particular. 

To reinforce the pitch for fe- 
male votes, he will be enlisting 
high-profile help from Baroness 
Williams of Crosby (former 
Labour minister Shirley 


Williams), Emma Nicholson, 
former Tbry and now Liberal 
Democrat MP for Devon West 
and Torridge and Diana Marl- 
dock, MP for Christchurch. 

The Liberal Democrats 
might or might not believe it an 
advantage that the 56-year-old 
Mr Ashdown is due to become 
a grandfather for the first time 
during the hustings. 

When the wheels of the Lib- 
eral Democrats' “battle bus” fi- 


nally start turning on 7 April - 
it wm no doubt become known 


it wfll no doubt become known 
as the Paddy Wagon -Mr Ash- 
down will want to be seen as a 
listener rather than a speechifyer. 

His campaign managers 
boast that he will meet for 
more electors than the other 
party leader. The Liberal 
Democrat high command is 
determined to avoid television 
footage of Mr Ashdown charg- 


es senior lieutenants also in- 
sist that the parly will avoid 
“negative campaigning”, al- 
though a press conference at 
their headquarters yesterday 
foiled to resist the temptation. 

“Labour is not offering a 
change, it is offering an echo," 
was one of the themes. lit the 
words of Lord Holme, party 
campaign manager, Mr Major 
and Mr Blair are engaged in an 
exhibition of “synchronised 
swimming". 

The campaign’s clarion call 
- which will adorn the mani- 
festo, leaflets and all other ma- 
terial - will be the injunction: 
“Make the Difference”. This 
may be regarded as a slightly 
negative way of being positive. 
Different from what? 

Senior officials at the party’s 


Cowley Street headquarters in 
Westminster calculate that 
Labour's inexorable march to 
the right has left a yawning gap 
into which they can pour their 
limited resources. 


preceded by spin doctors, scat- 
tering voters and leaflets in 
his wake. 


Strategists are targeting the : 
constituencies, particularly vixi -*• 
the West Country where the - 
Liberal Democrats have come 
a dose second to the Tbries. . ' 

Honesty will be the buzz 
word on the campaign trail. ' 
Honesty about increased taxes 
- the only credible wayofim- 1 
proving education, the party ar- 
gues. And honesty about 
Europe - the only party to be 
unashamedly Europhile. 

To those who contendthat the 
proprietorship of a whelk staff : 
may onfy be a distant ambition ■■ 
for the party , Mr Ashdown will 
point to the £I5bn of public 
money for which they are re-' 
sponsible as the second largest 
party at local authorityky^The 
general election coincides with 
voting in local elections. 

And to those who. dare sug- 
gest that the liberal Democrats . 
are basically Faddy Ashdown’s 
party, they argue that he 
is more “team leader” "than 
generalissimo. ' 




MPs offer a case for windfall tax 



Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


An all-party Commons select 
committee yesterday provided 
valuable ammunition to 
Labours plans for a windfall tax 
on the privatised utilities, with 
a report unanimously conclud- 
ing that regulation had been too 
lenient in the the years after the 
slate sell-offs. 

However the rest of the re- 
port provided little support for 
the key Labour utilities policies. 
It conspicuously failed to back 
Labour's plans to change the 
system of price controls which 
cap bills each year by a formu- 
la based on the retail price in- 
dex. Labour wants to 


supplement this with an addi- 
tional annual lever to cream off 
any excess profits, but the com- 
mittee's Labour chairman. Mar- 
lin O’Neil]. argued this would 
be too complicated. “We’re not 
sure that is going to work." He 
said the current regime, was “as 
good as we're going to get at the 
moment". 

Committee members were 
also notably lukewarm on 
Labour's policy to back up in- 
dividual regulators with boards 
of advisory directors, preferring 
to delay structural reforms un- 
til the completion of domestic 
competition in gas and elec- 
tricity later next year. 

Successive opinion polls have 
demonstrated that the Gov- 


ernment has been hard pressed 
to get across the benefits of pri- 
vatisation. while utility execu- 
tives pay themselves huge 
salaries. However, the issue has 


also proved complex for New 
Labour. Mr O’Neill yesterdav 


Labour. Mr O’Neill yesterday 
admitted that privatisation had 
“benefited" consumers, a state- 
ment which would have been 
hugely controversial before the 
last election, though he insist- 
ed much of the improvement 
had come from a worldwide 
plunge in energy prices. 

Gordon Brown, the shadow 
Chancellor, immediately seized 
on the conclusions, which he 
claimed endorsed the case for 
the windfall tax. In a BBC in- 
terview. he added: “What the 


report is about is whether the 
profits have been to high and 
the regulatory system too lax. 
And my whole case for the 
windfall tax is that the profits 
have been too high.” 

Though the tax itself was os- 
tenably beyond the committee's 
remiL'Mr O'Neill told a news 
conference “there was evidence 
in the report to support the case 
for a windfall profits tax." He 
went on: “Profits were excessive 
and we all agree they were ex- 
cessive." 

John Butterfill. a Conserva- 
tive committee member, swift- 
ly disagreed, arguing that there 
would be “no point in having a 
regulator" if the tax went ahead. 
“The concept of a windfall 


profits tax undermines the role 
of the regulator,” he said. How- 
ever, he also admitted that reg- 
ulators had “underestimated 


The Committee singled out 
e electricity sell-off for sup- 


the electricity sell-off for sup- 
plying up the biggest windfalls 
to investors, outweighing savings 
to customers. Figures showed 
shareholders in the 12 region- 
al electricity companies, priva- 
tised in 1990 for £8bn, had 
earned total returns of about 40 
per cent a year, well above the 
rise in the stock market as a 
whole. Di contrast, prices for do- 


mestic customers dropped by 
just 15 per cent after inflation. 



Nationalists join fray 
with attack on Labour 


% ! 




The Scottish and Welsh nati onalist s got their election, 
campaigns off the ground yesterday by launching an 
attack on Labour. • 


In the last joint news conference by Plaid Cymnr and 
the Scottish National Party before the election, the two ' 
parries claimed they were the only ones to provide a ' ; 

radical alternative to the Tories. Alex Salmond, the SNP ~ .. * 
leader, said: “Blair has effectively doned new Labour on a \ 
lory model. In terms of economic and tax policy yon 

bo if they did have a [televised head-to-headJ^ate lean, 
only magme it would be on the colour of the tie ... or the *„■ 
cut of the suit. ■ 


Gordon Brown: Claims 


Hunting lobby pledges £lm 


Business Comment, page 21 windfall tax is endorsed 


Brown puts British Gas and BT firmly in his sights 


One of the biggest-ever election lobbying campaigns in 
recent history is being conduaed-by nfo^^^TfoH 
Sports Society in the run up to 1 May-; .... 

Fa »»H with tha nmnuuiG . .-A..' V'.i . . 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


Uibour yeslerday gave the dearest in- 
dication yet that British Telecom 
would be caught in its planned wind- 
fall tax on the privatised utilities. 

Facing repeated questioning about 
which companies would be hit by the 
lax, Gordon Brown, the shadow Chan- 
cellor, said it would affect “privatised 
companies that are licensed and reg- 
ulated by statute.” Experts said the de- 
finition was wider than any used so for 
by _ Labour, and would include BT, 
British Gas, the airports operator 


BAA Rail track and British Energy - 
in addition to the electricity supply and 
water companies which have always ex- 
pected to be included. 

Mr Brown also categorically denied 
(hat (he (ax would be repeated in sub- 
sequent years. He told BBC radio: 
“This is a one-off I have made that ab- 
solutely dear.” Several utility compa- 
nies have claimed the tax could be 
resurrected to raise fends for other 
Labour programmes. 

Though he again declined to reveal 


how much money the lax would raise, 
Mr Brown reaffirmed that the levy 
would fund Labour's £3bn programme 


to create jobs for the long-term un- 
employed. Mr Brown insisted the tax 
would work, adding: "we're utterly sat- 
isfied the three billion pound employ- 
ment programme that we are 
proposing will be comfortably financed 
within the windfall levy." The" party also 
announced it would appoint a minis- 
ter for jobs working under the Secre- 
tary of Stale for Education. 

Last night, one leading utility expert. 
Simon Flowers from the NatWest 
Bank's stockbroking arm, estimated 
that BT could have to pay at least £lbn 
to Treasury coffers after a post-elec- 
tion Labour budget, based on a £5bn 


windfall tax. Mr Flowers said: “In- 
creasingly since the turn of the year, 
the Labour Party has been suggesting 
the net would be spread fairly widely. 
That's why we've included British Gas 
and British Telecom in our 
calculations.” 

A BT spokesman yesterday brushed 
off the comments. “We have not been 
told that we have been included in this 
tax and we would be surprised if were 
were, given that our profits are not ex- 
cessive and the regulation of BT is 
anything but lax," he said. 

BAA, the group which runs 
Heathrow Airport, said it “welcomed" 


the comments. “Gordon Brown 
stressed that the tax would only apply 
to the privatised utilities and BAA is 
not a utility. It simply wouldn’t make 
any sense to include BAA." said a 
spokesman. 

Some companies, including British 
Gas, BAA and BT will argue then- 
share prices have not substantially out- 
performed the general trend in the 
stockmarket in recent years. A wider 
tax m^ht be privatety supported by the 
electricity and water companies, which 
could see their share of the levy 
halved from £30Qm to £l50m, based 
on a £5bn total. 


ffie group ts prepared to spend up toflm fighting an 

jprcSSSffigjy desperate battle tn maintain thg righ t to ' 
hunt in Britain. Labour has saldif %ffi’jfive MPs a free 
vote on abolishing fox, deer and dbk hunting if it came 
t0 P™er. - 


Tram managers escape qiib 
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whose timetable arts caused public fury, escaped 
appearing before a Commons select committee yesterdav 
afier Conservative MPa voted to cancel the meetfn»> 


a former 
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T ony was there, obviously. Gordon 
was there. David Blunkett was 
J**** 1 - E ^n Margaret Beckett 
nau oeen allowed on to the platform of 
Laoours lust election press conference 
(.though she didn't say anything). But 
where was John Prescott," Labour’s folk 
hero? 

AH we had (among our bundle of 
press releases) was an ominous bit of 
paper telling us that Prezta had - that 
morning - “set out on a 10,000 mile 
round Britain election tour - die biggest 
tour by an individual politician in 
election history”. 

Tongues wagged as we wailed for the 
event to begin. Was Prescott - like 
Gerald Kaufinah in 1992 - being - 
shunted out of the limelight^ deemed 
too dangerous to leave at large in the 
capital? 


Worse, the release went on to Stale 
that “the first leg of the tour will finish 
in Inverness in laic April". The first leg? 
Late April? Bur the election is on 1 
May, so did this mean that Prezza was 
to be kept in perpetual (but harmless) 
motion throughout (he next Labour 
government, commencing visits to 
African and Central American capitals 
only when he bad exhausted the 
constituencies of Britain? (Had 
interpreters all over the world been 
warned of the syntactical nightmare 
ooming their way?) 

But before the Prezza lovers among 
us had time to protest, a button was 
pressed and a giant screen in the centre 
of the white hacienda wall opened up. 

Wc were transported to a scene out of 
Songs of Praise. Standing on a windy 
dock — the river Fai and the low hills of 


A DAVID., , p^f! 

Aaronoviteh ^ 

Prezza is projected 
into perpetual motion 


Cornwall behind them - was a group of 
middle-aged happy clappies, gathered 
round their thick-set and avuncular 
pastor. 

Any minute, at his gentle command, 
they’d break into a rendition of "All 
Ttungs Bright and Beautiful", which we 


at home could hum over our press 
releases. 

“Hello John." said Tony fondly, and 
the thickset vicar smiled craggily and 
responded. “Hello Tony". It was. af 
course. John Prescott, embarked upon 
his tour. Gathered around him. he had a 


group of “ordinary" Falmouihians - 
'those common hobby just happened to 
be catapulting Labour into power as 
soon as possible. Prezza "as vicar no 
longer. But as he interviewed the locals 
live with an aplomb that would done 
justice to an insen into the National 
Lottery programme or the Eurovision 
Song Contest, he became a genuine, 
seowly-smiley TV star, a cross between 
Aniheu Turner and Les Dawson. 

Like the moment when he introduced 
o man in a chef" s costume, who was 
sporting a gigantic pasty on a huge 
salver. It was. the chef told us. his 
contribution to the Labour Party. Our 
hearts were in our mouths: was it nni 
possible that a Tory dirty tricks Tarquin 
had got to the man in white coat, and 
bribed him to give Prezza a pasty 
shampoo in front of the world's press? 


Bui no. The happy clappies dapped 
happily, and Prezza did a short chaotic 
homily on local unemployment “in she- 
lls to 25 years", before introducing a 
man "no lives next door to 2eb Coe”, 
but was nevertheless voting Labour. 

Such folk - asked their opinion on 
camera - usually grunt into the hnuds of 
their parkas. But not Seh's neighbour. 
With a practised turn to camera this 
chap reeled off a list of emotional 

reasons why he warned Coe out and 
Labour in. involving his children, his 
grand-children, his collie Petra, and the 
starving of the world. And all without a 
script. 

With ih.iL Prezza mow headed for 
Plymouth and Exeter) handed hack to 
Tony in ihe London studio. “Mv ihank.s. 
John!" said the Leader. “Cheerio. 

Tom P said Prezza. It was a knockout . 
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is ditched 


Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

John Major's plans to put a 
grammar school in every town 
have been ditched in order to 
allow the Gov ernment to push 
through its other legislation 
before the election. 

Plans to allow new selective 
schools to be built and also to 
allow existing schools to select 
more pupils without special 
permission have been dropped. 
Clauses which would have en- 
abled gram - maintain ed schools 
to expand at will have also 
been removed from the Bill. 

Last night's announcement 
was made after detailed nego- 
tiations between the three main 
political parties on the future of 
all the Government's remaining 
legislation. 

However, measures designed 
to improve school discipline 
and to give governing botfies 
new powers to exclude children 
were accepted by all sides. 

Labour and the Liberal De- 
mocrats tried to stop measures 
which would expand the assist- 
ed -places scheme to primary 
schools. 

However, ministers argued 
that about 150 pupOs who ex- 
pea ed to take up places under 
the scheme this September 
could be prevented from doing 
so if the clause was dropped, 
and it was finally agreed (bat it 
should stay in. 

The agreement means that 
the rest of the Governments 
legislative programme will go 
through before Parliament 
hreaks up for the Easier break 
on Friday. 

As soon as MPs return on 8 
April the house will be dissolved 
for the general election. 

Some 28 Bills and at least 
nine pieces of backbench leg- 
islation are now expected to re- 


ceive Royal Assent before the 
end of the week. 

Debates are likely to contin- 
ue late into the night in order 
to meet the deadline, but mea- 
sures such as the Police Bill, 
which legalises the bugging of 
private properry, and the Crane 
Bill, which imposes minimum 
sentences on persistent of- 
fenders, will be passed. The 
Crime Bill was passed by peers 
last night despite opposition 
from Tory law lords. 

Peers were also due to com- 
plete debate on the Local Gov- 
ernment and Rating Bill, which 
allows reduced rates for small 
village shops, and a backbench 
measure on police health and 
safety. 

Today they are to pass the Fi- 
nance Bill, 'enacting the 1996 
Budget, the Education Bill, the 
Crime and Punishment (Scot- 
land) BiQ, die Building Societies 
BdL four minor government 
Bills, and five backbench Bills. 

MPs wiD today complete de- 
bate on the Police Bill and the 
Government’s anti-harassment 
ML among others. 

Tory Lord Archer’s Succes- 
sion to the Crown Bill will not 
survive this Parliament 

Lord Archer has agreed to 
withdraw his Bill, which was to 
have had its second reading on 
Friday. 

A Labour source said later 
that the party bad agreed with 
government proposals for a 
sensible way forward on the Ed- 
ucation Bill: “We make no 
apology for refusing to accept 
those elements of the Bill with 
which we disagree. 

“There is a basic difference 
between ihe two parties on ihe 
definition of parental choice. 

“We believe in parents choos- 
ing schools for their children. 
The Tories believe that schools 
should choose the parents." 






'J v- 

mm 

*- ’ , • V nv<< 




Larger than life: John Prescott being beamed in from his 10,000-mile round-Brftain tour to join Labour’s first election press conference yesterday Photograph: David Rose 


Election timetable saves 
cash-for-questions MP 



Tony 

Blair 

5/20 

John 

Major 

6/10 


Christian Wofmar 

Westminster Correspondent 

Nefl Hamilton, the MP at the 
centre of the cash-for-qnes- 
tions scandal, acted in a way 
that was inappropriate to his 
proper role as an MP, accord- 
ing to the report into the affair 
by the Parliamentary Com- 
missioner for Standards, Sir 
Gordon Downey. The report 
was due to be completed by next 
Tbesday but now cannot be 
published because Parliament 
prorogues on Friday. 

Sir Gordon’s report was to 
have been presented to the all- 
party Standards and Privileges 
Committee next week but this 
is now not possible and be will 
hold on top his report to tbe new 


Questions on health led to statistic swapping, 
as Blair must have known. Given this, he could 
have had more figures to throw at Major. 

Major had had his fingers burned by S)3>r on 
health before. This lime he was better briefed, 
concentrating on the Conservative pledge to in- 
crease investment, and peppering his replies 
With figures. 


committee until after Parlia- 
ment resumes. 

Sir Gordon is thought to be 
angry that after working very 
hard for several months in or- 
der to meet the deadline of the 
election, publication is now be- 
ing delayed. 

The report, which is a wide 
investigation into the relation- 
ship between lobbyists and 
MPs, and into whether certain 
MPS accepted money to ask spe- 
cific questions in the House, 
mentions around 30 MPs, bnt 
only five or six are the subject 
of severe criticism. While Mr 
Hamilton is said by Sir Gordon 
to have overstepped the mark 
most seriously; others whose be- 
haviour is singled out include 
four other Tories: Sir Michael 


Grylls. Michael Brown. Sir An- 
drew Bowden and Tim Smith. 

The MPs have all been 
shown the extracts in the report 
which relate to them. All except 
Sir Michael will now be stand- 
ing in the election with a cloud 
hanging over them and tbe 
prospect of facing a Labour- 
dominated Standards and Priv- 
ileges Committee which is likely 
to take a harder line on them 
than the current Tory -domi- 
nated body. 

Simon Hughes, the Liberal 
Democrat MP for Bermondsey, 
suggested at Prime Minister's 
Question Time that John Ma- 
jor had deliberately prorogued 
Parliament early io order to en- 
sure that the Downey report 
would not be published until af- 


ter the election. Mr Major who 
last year said be wanted the 
matter cleared up as quickly as 
possible, replied: “I have no 
knowledge of when it (the re- 
port! will be presented." 

Mr Hughes said laten “Par- 
liament is not being dissolved 
until 8 ApriL which is 19 days 
after prorogation. Proroga- 
tion and dissolution normally 
takes place on tbe same day. 
and in tbe three postwar elec- 
tions when this did not take 
place; the biggest gap was 14 
days. 

“Mr Major bas clearly done 
this on purpose to avoid the em- 
barrassment of having this 
highly critical report published 
just before the election." the MP 
said. 


Blair’s first statistic, ‘two thirds ot health authorities and a third ot hospital 
trusts are frj deficit to the tune of £500m‘ was dismissed by Major as "blown 
owl of all proportion". Only the Conservatives have pledged to increase fund- 
ing. Major said, and it was about to rise by Cl.t-bn which would cover the 
deficit. Blair repiiw that it would not cover the deficit, and spoke of can- 
cellation ot non-emergency surgery, closure Ot Accident and Emergency de- 
partments. waiting lists and start shortages, contrasting Major's "complacency" 
with “what people know is happening". He used a favourite health statis- 
tic. of "20.000 new managers, and 50.000 fewer nurses’. Major replied with 
yet more statistics and a new slogan; “They may have set up the Health 
Service but we have built it up r . 

S 7 r'a ' ■ 

•The tinung ot the promotion of Parliament tSimon Hughes. L.D . South- 
wark and Bermondsey) 

•Tne success ort the McLaren motor-racing team (Sir Cranley Onslow. C, Wok- 
ing) 

•The Tow-status’ Shadow Cabinet (John Sykes. C. Scarborough) 

• Major’s seil-by and use- by dates (Robert Warning, Lab, Liverpool West Der- 
by) 




Ken Clarke ahead in the 
new-wave fashion stakes 


Ashdown takes a nutty 
approach to education 



Jeremy Corbyn 'Islington Ni 
pinpointed specific NHS foiling m 
London. Major replied (hat the NHS 
was creating more “consultants . 
. . nurses . . . and. er. patients’. 


Betty Booifiroyd reprimanded 
Hughes who was struggling ic be heard 
above the dm; "5prt if our. come on 
Thera’s no point in waiting lor silence, the 
Hon. Gentleman « not going to get it.’ 


jojo Moygs 

As the poll war began in 
earnest, one question preoccu- 
pied political commentators 
and voters. Not ihe health ser- 
vice. nor education, but Ken 
Clarke - Is He or Isn't He? 

Because, as the hairspray 
adverts of the 1970s so neatly 
pul it. it appeared the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer’s new 
hairMyle, swept back from his 
Forehead in a dashing brown 
crest, may have had a little 
chemical help. 

His usual leave -it -where-it- 
faJfc hairstyle had become, ac- 
cording to one onlooker, “a 
cross between Michael Portillo 



Clarke: Image transplant 

and Michael Heseltine". Under 
tbe lights of a news conference, 
it shone a deep shade of chest- 
nut that looks likely to have 


fashion followers demanding a 
“Ken". Yesterday’s abrupt 
change of image - the hair, 
colour-coordinated pink lie 
against blue shirt, the suit a pale 
shade of taupe - suggested his 
latest braising encounter bad 
been with the image-makers. 

According to Mary Spillane. 
of consultants Color Me Beau- 
tiful. the result was “just right". 

“There's an element of 
cheeky machismo about him 
that is quintessential^ British," 
she said. ■•'They’re trying to en- 
hance his sexual appeal They’re 
playing him as their sex god ... 
the* colours are very European. 
It’s also a subtle two fingers to 
the Euro-sceptics." 


PANASONIC 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 

The price of a packet of 
peanuts, contributed once a 
week by the average taxpayer, 
would make a dramatic im- 
provement to education. Pad- 
dy Ashdown said yesterday. 

Deploring the politicians’ 
and media obsession with pre- 
dictions, the Liberal Democrat 
leader told a campaign press 
conference: “What people want 
to hear is not predictions of an 
outcome that no one can pre- 
dict, but what the parties stand 
for, how much will it cost and 
what will be the result." 

Don Foster, the party’s edu- 


cation spokesman, said the Lib- 
eral Democrats would be pledg- 
ing an extra £50bio for the 
refurbishment of school build- 
ings over the five-year lifetime 
of a Parliament, as pari of its 
£2bn-a-year programme for ed- 
ucation - and paid for by an ex- 
tra penny in the pound on 
income tax. Mr Ashdown said 
that investment programme 
would cost the average taxpay- 
er 45p a week. 

‘Thai’s a packet of peanuts 
at a local pub." he said. “That's 
less than half a lottery ticket But 
for that you really can do some- 
thing to save teachers' jobs, to 
give kids in this country a 
chance of being in a class of 3ft 


or no more by the end of the 
century, to give every child in 
this country pre-school educa- 
tion." 

Mr Foster said his party's ed- 
ucational investment pro- 
gramme would also deliver a 
“veiy significant hike" in the 
money spent of books and 
equipment in schools. 

“For example, in ihe first 
year, we’re committed to an in- 
crease that would mean the av- 
erage comprehensive school, 
with 1.000 pupils, would get 
£110,(100. and the average pri- 
mary’ school is going to get 
something in the region of 
£ 18,01X1 on top of the levels they 
already get." 


Sykes: ’What would my Pt. Hon. Friend do H alt rie had to choose 
from for his Cabinet was a group ot tailed teachers. 3 group cl 
e* -trade union officials, one TV director and a bai steward.' 
Major, who once applied to become a bus conductor, avoided 
a direct answer. 


Major lold Hughes: “one ot the reasons .‘or making the an- 
nouncement on Monday and arranging lor Parliament to be pm- 
rogued Fnday was to give the Hon. Gentleman time to finish 
nis question • 


Gnstow: -Following the very successful visit this morning to the 
headquarters of the McLaren Formula One team in my con- 
stituency. wutild my Rt. Hon. Friend agree with me that what 
counts is not ivho is ahead at the first comer. Pul who has the 
Shril. eipgmst, the stamina and the nerve to see me race ngM 
through to the winning post?" 

Compiled by Ben Summers 
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Sun readers left 



cold by decision 
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to back Blair 












Louise Jury 


The Siui backed Blair and its 
readers besieged its telephone 
lines. Though there was a smat- 
lering of support for the switch 
of traditional allegiances yes- 
terday. insiders said most of 
those” calling in were from an- 
giy readers. 

Dave Burgin. 2S. an electri- 
cian from Essex, was puzzled by 
what he saw as the sudden 
volte face. “1 was surprised, giv- 
en what they have been saying 
for most of the last couple of 
years," he said. 

A Tory voter last time, he said 
he intended to stay loyal to his 
party but not necessarily to his 
newspaper. “I don't know if I’ll 
carry on reading the Sun if they 
go quite left." he said. 

Clive Rcnno. 39. from 
Southampton - a colleague 
working with Mr Burgin on 
the refurbishment of a hotel in 
in west London - also backed 


the Ibries last time but would be 
supporting no one this. “There 
are too many immigrants in 
this country and none of the par- 
ties do anything about it.” 

Whatever the Sun said would 
make no difference. “I don't be- 
lieve most of what's in the pa- 
pers anyway," be said. "But I'm 
surprised. They've always sup- 
ported the Tory party before and 
they just suddenly changed." 

Among the others working 
on the hotel refurbishment, 
most claimed not to read the 
politics at all - just the sport, the 
crossword, the cartoons, and 
even the agony aunt. Yesterday's 
picture of a female Newcastle 
United fan in a bikini embla- 
zoned “Ginola" was also a hit. 
“But I don't read anything 
about Labour or Conserva- 
tive, " said the man serving up 
the fried breakfasts. 

Martin Giles. 35, a plumber, 
said he was surprised at the 
backing for Blair, but it would 


make no difference to him. 
“fd have voted Labour anyway. 
So close to the election, 1 don't 
think it will make a difference." 

Many were suspicious of its 
motives. Paul Dimond, 32, from 
Whies, said the switch in polit- 
ical allegiance was ‘’two-faced as 
hell. Murdoch's a businessman, 
he's there to make money." 

Martin Ord. 23, from New- 
castle. said the minimum wage, 
not any editorial, would swing 
his vote. Builders fear a mini- 
mum wage will force their 
salaries down. So contrary to 
popular opinion, it really could 
be policies not presentation 
and polemic which decides the 
election result. 

Simon Wilson. 29. the site 
manager from Leeds, said: “It's 
in the back of our mind that if 
Labour come in. we might get 
a fair crack - the Conservatives 
have killed the building indus- 
try. But more fool them if any- 
body takes notice of the Sun.” 
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Reading room: Dave Burgin (left) and Clive Ren no (centre) taking a break from work yesterday 


photograph: John Voos 
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Current Rates as at 17th March 1997. source: Biay's Money Master 



Call free on 0500 30 20 10 ( quoting ref SC07) 
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Calling all savers with rhe Woolwich and rates offered by Nationwide. 


However, Nationwide’s TESSA 2 would earn vou 


Halifax. Congratulations. The qualification period 


For example, take TESSA < Follow-on) accounts. £390. Because we’re committed to remaining a 


for conversion bonuses is over. As of now, as long as 


An investment of £6,000 for 12 months from l?th building society, it means we can plough more of 


you retain a minimum operating balance in your March 199” would give you £342 interest with our profits into benefits for our customers. And as rhe 


account, there is nothing more chat you can do to the Halifax or £31 5 interest with the Woolwich. cable shows, this means considerably berter returns 


affect the size of vour payout. 


So. with the bulk of vour monev free 


again, why not make it work harder for 


you, by caking advantage of the great savings 



on your savings. Now is the perfect time to 


take the Nationwide Savings Challenge and 


see if you can do better. Call us now or simply 


pop into your local branch. 


Find us on rhe Incerner ar http://www.narionwide.co.uk 
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BBC and IT V 
vie to host 


leaders’ debate 


Paul McCann 

Media Correspondent 


The three main party leaders 
agreed yesterday to appear on 
separate editions of BBCl’s 
Question Tone programme to 
take questions from, the audience 
while ITV and the BBC stepped 
up the fight to host a televised 
head-to-head debate between 
Tony Blair and John Major. 

The two channels dispatched 
detailed proposals to the three 
m ain parties yesterday as Chan- 
nel 4 and BBC2 revealed that 


head, followed immediately by 
a contribution from Liberal De- 
mocrat leader Paddy Ashdown. 

However, the BBC has 
emerged as frontrunner by 
proposing three separate de- 
bates: Major-Ashdown, Bhtir- 
Ashdown and Major-Blair, 
which Liberal Democrat 
sources say they will accept. 

The BBC also announced 
that the three leaders would ap- 
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they had both signed up the 
three contenders for Chancel- 


three contenders for Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer. Chancel- 
lor Kenneth Clarice will join 
Labour’s Gordon Brown and 
the Liberal Democrats’ Mal- 
colm Bruce in Power and the 
People, a television discussion on 
Channel 4 on 27 April. The 
three have agreed to be ques- 
tioned on the economy by an 
audience of 300 selected to 
represent tbe British public. 

The audience wfl] be given 
impartial political briefings be- 
fore being allowed to cross-ex- 
amine in turn the candidates, 
and will be quizzed on their vot- 
ing intentions before and after 
the politicians’ answers. 

After Easter, Peter Jay, the 
BBC’s economics editor, will 
present a debate for BBCTs The 
Money Programme on 6 April 
which will also put Mr Claxke, 
Mr Brown and Mr Bruce head 
to head. 

ITV sent detailed proposals 
to the parties for a televised de- 
bate between their leaders yes- 
terday and insisted that it was 
still in the running to host the 
debate. It is understood to be 





Jay: Economic debate host 


proposing having Mr Major 
and Mr Blair debating head to 


pear separately on a series of 
Question Time specials hosted 
by David Dimbleby from 3 
April and take questions from 
tbe audience. The Scottish and 
Welsh nationalist party leaders 
would appear together in a 
separate programme. 

Mr Ashdown said yesterday 
that 80 per cent of people want- 
ed him to take part in a three- 
way con test withMr Blair and Mr 
Major. He told GMTV it was 
“arrogant" for the Prime Minis- 
ter or Brian Mawfainney, the Tory 
party chairman, to decide .who 
would be included in the debate. 
The Ibries have suggested that 
Mr Ashdown should not take 
part because he has little chance 
of getting to Downing Street 
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Bulldozers blast trail for new settlement 


V Israel uses army 
> to ensure-that 
no Palestinians 
protest near . 
^construction site 




^ 3pm, thcyeltow^bufidozer 
w staitedscraping away'earth and 
r rock on the northern flank of 
1 Homa,' the piM-txwsned. 
y. hul where the Israeli gpvem-. 
.'jnent is buildings a Jewish set-' 
uernent to 'secure j.ts-contzdL* 
a over Jerusalem.. - 

. The govenutifint liad given 
! the impression that it wouM 

• “dart oonlUi 


>of surveyors. 

^In st Bad fonr.bitHArisaTS, &ir-- 

{? '; rounded bysoldiersand police, 
«>aha mflitaiy helicopterdat- 


'^an ' access , road throngfe the. 
/, brown earthhesidethefoofeall. ; 


r ■ ■■ 

^Ziir Bahir.-.^ ■ , - • 

weeks. Israeli cdri- 
r^tractprs wiUhaye snipped Har - 
:oHo«ja, known toKtlestimaiJs as 
^{Jabai Abu 1 Jhneim, of its treesl 
n whichtnaka Ibe Ml lo afe Kl«» n 
yong,green islandsfretchiqg be- ’■ 
- twees Jerusalem and Beth/e- 
hem. When the bunding project 
is complete, Har Hama will be- 
come home to some. 27.000 
Jews in &500 apartments, iso- 
lating Palestinian districts in 
Jerusalem from those outside. 

A mile away, and out of 
sight of where-Israeli buHdnz- 
ers were starting to work on the 
northern end of Har Hama, 
Faisal Husscini, the Palestinian - 
leader in Jerusalem, had. es- \ 



Protest: The Bethlehem 
leader Salah Taamari 
beside the tents which 
Palestinians have put up 
on a hill near the disputed 
Jewish settlement of Har 
Homa Photograph: AP 


tabtished a small, camp of sax 
tents beside a half-built house 
on a neighbouring hiD from 
which he was orchestrating 
protests. “We arettying to say 
to Israel that the peace process 
is dying-' 1 -he. told a crowd of 
reporters and supporters who 
had clambered up the hillside 
through: driving rain io stand 


outside bis tent. 

Israel had originally said it 
wanted Mr Husseini off the hill 
by morning and if he did not go 
its forces would remove him. 
But, perhaps reflecting that 
such a confrontation, conduct- 
ed before a dozen television 
cameras, could only benefit Mr 
Husscini, the dozen Israeli 


troops near his tern, huddled in 
a house to keep out of the ram, 
made no effort to dislodge Him. 
Nevertheless, Mr Hussein! said: 
“They are pushing us from be- 
ing officials and negotiators to 
becoming [political] activists." 

Overnight, Yasser Arafat, 
the Palestinian leader, had re- 
fused to meet Benjamin Ne- 


tanyahu, the Israeli leader, to 
discuss concessions to the Pales- 
tinians, such as opening of a port 
and airport at Gaza, as a quid 
pro quo for the building of the 
settlement at Har Homa. 

“No trade." said Abu Alaa. 
a chief Palestinian negotiator, 
who had joined Mr Husseini in 
his tent He said the concessions 


Israel was now offering it had 
already agreed to make as part 
of the' interim peace agree- 
ment signed in 1995. SaJah al- 
Taamari. the most important 
political leader in Bethlehem, 
said it would be difficult for Mr 
Arafat to meet Mr Netanyahu 
now', because he was “so arro- 
gant, so rude, so racist". 


Despite the verbal clashes, 
both Israelis anti Palestinians 
were being restrained on the 
ground. Although there were re- 
ports of Israeli troops massing 
around Har Homa yesterday 
morning, they were difficult io 
find on the ground. Close to the 
most likely* confrontation point 
there were only about 2in) sol- 


, diers. As night fell. Palestinian 
hoys from the nearby Christian 
town of Beit Sahour starred 
throwing stones at Israeli troops 
on i he road in Har Homa hut 
the soldiers did not respond. 

Hie ground-breaking by the 
Israeli bulldozers was out of 
sight of the Palestinian towns to 
the south. Three Israeli Arabs 
trying to demonstrate were hit 
by rffle butts, hut otherwise 
there was little violence. 

Reasons for this restraint in- 
clude the rain and the belief that 
confrontation over Har Homa 
will go on for a long time. But 
the biggest motive is that both 
sides are conscious the world is 
watching. Palestinians feel that 
Israel is isolated as never before. 
They think that if Palestinians 
were seen to start violence then 
they might forfeit internation- 
al sympathy. 

Mr Netanyahu yesterday 
evening accused Mr Ara/at of 
aiding potential bombers by 
releasing a senior Hamas 
leader. Mr Arafat, for his part, 
has ordered Palestinian hospi- 
tals to get beds ready, though 
he probably warns to squeeze 
the maximum political advan- 
tage out of the crisis over Har 
Homa without provoking a con- 
frontation which he would he 
unable to control. 

At the same time there are so 
many points of friction between 
Israelis and Palestinians on the 
West Bank that as the political 
temperature rises it will prob- 
ably be impossible to avoid a 
clash leading to heavy casualties. 



a peaceful Islamic revolution 


Cairo — Magdi Hussein is nor 
a happy, man. As an Islamist 
'newspaper editor, be has' al- 
ready paid a fine for allegedly 
■' slandering Hassan Alfi, jthe 
Egyptian Interior Minister, and 
•" now feoes further cha xgesof 
tibei for reportingotrefro huri- 
■ ness ^tivihes of Mr Alfi and ha : 

• Xainily. Ten Egyptianpolice 
ijgenerals, he claims* iamjjbw 
/setup a «aistract»nooinpany 
.. together, a; “disgraceful act” 
acoordingto the gadfly editor of 
* the twice -weekly At Shaab , 
while the courts insst That en- 
quiries info the commerdal 
affairs of a minister zaire "an in- 
vasion of privacy. 

Mr Hussein, bearded, be- 
spectacled but smiling broadly, 
.sits in the office ofhfe cramped 
apartment in a black robe, fern- 

- fly {dictographs an the walls, tiie 
word Allah written in Arabic 
script in front of the library. 

President Hosni Mubarak, 
they say. personally loathes the 
diminutive editor and Mr Hus- ' 
sein dcariy dtwsn't . object to the 
rumour. He sees Egypt as ever ■ 
!• more deeply wcranoed by its in- 
volvement m the Arab-Israeli 
peace ^process, ever more in 
bock to a United States whose . 
policies ir roust obcy s ever more, 
socially ; divided between; the 
rich who prosper on the coun- 
try's improving balaoreof pay- 
ments and the army of poor who 
find life -more expensive and 
' more intolerable p}[ the week. 

And there are limes when 
" Egypt seems to fit Mr Hussein’s 
description, Ifre suburbs andvQ- 

- lages around Cairo are places . 
;,of unuU^rtrfe-squalor, a fear- 
i.ful comparison wi th_ the gfitty - 

hotels, nightdbbs ahdislarid 
' ■‘.. apartmeflts mlheceritre of the ' 

?'dty. while America’s grip ap-, 
’pearetogrowtfehter.' . 

■V Why, only last nwoth, the 
FBI director* Lotus: Keeb, 



Robert Fisk meets the editor 
whose literary barbs have 
outraged Egypt's president 


sepn^y.rseTvipes.”. Mr Freeh 
had just opened ah Identical 
office in Tel AvhOt was part of 
an expansion, in . the words of 
tbe United States embassy in 
Cairo. “inUS anti-terror . . . re- 
sppnabfiities n . 

Mr Hussein notes that in- 
ternational security co-opera- 
tion moves laterally across the 
Arab world, and that Algeria 
andlnnisnr are now uang iden- 
tical torture techniques to those 
employed by security police m 
Egypt. “The experience of in- 
vestigating and interrogating 
suspects is being shared py tbe 
^yptiare,'' be says, “in Tbnisia 
they even call the cfiflfereni tor- 
tures by the same naxoes as tbe 
Egyptians - by the names of 
popular Egyptian singers, like 
■ Abdtd-Halim Hafez and Shadk. 
ITiey are exchanging experi- 
ences between themselves, ex- 
changing information .about 
people, about those men who 
fought' in A^hanfetan. They 
aremUing in spaces in each oth- 
er’s iiiPctttijation/'. - . 

The “Afghanis", the Arabs 


.who fbugjht the Soviets in 
Afghanistan, are widely de- 
fined by Egypt, Algeria and oth- 
er Maghreb countries as the 
font of the “Islamist” revolution. 

At the same time, Magdi 
Hussein sees the Mubarak gov- 
ernment’s fist tightening on 
Muslim institutions in Egypt 
“You cannot give lessons in the 
mosque without a government 
licence," be says. “No charita- 
ble collection can be made 
without a licence. Unto now, 
Muslims could eat and sleep at 
their mosques in the last 10 days 
of Ramadan to pray together, 
a tradition that has existed 
since the 14th century. Now this 
has been stopped: it is an attack 
on the people's liberty. " 

Egypt's efforts to curtail the 
spread of unrestricted charities 
is, of course, an attempt to pre- 
vent the Gema’a Islamiya (Is- 
lamic Group) and other armed 
opponents of the government 
from soliciting funds. 

Mr Mubarak's least favourite 
editor has equally little time for 
his country's relations with 



-downtown Cairo “toexchange 
^information," according to-MEr 
:"A1& “andio tXHJperate with the 
Egyptian authorities in all as- 
pects of security ...scane enm es 
require more adkm, co-opeia- 

to^titiortal -Mnbarale Under his rule, US grip grows ever tighter 


Israel “Nobody has any confi- 
dence in Israel. People here are 
angry about Jerusalem, about 
what happened in Qana. But 
they are desperate people. 
There is no way they can fight 
Israel-Iscaelisour destiny. The 
Israelis are going to implement 
their project, however much we 
protest We shout, and they 
work on the ground. They are 
not angry about us as long as we 
go on shouting. I’ll give you an 
example: commerce between 
Egypt and Israel increased by 
135 per cent in the first nine 
months of 1996, and half of this 
time Israel was run by [Ben- 
jamin] Netanyahu. The" Israelis 
don't think it's important if 
Egyptian journalists write 
against them.” 

Mr Hussein stiU envisages an 
Islamic revolution in Egypt “in 
10 or 20 years” He bursts into 
laughter when my eyebrows 
rise in astonishment. But he in- 
sists Egypt’s revolution will be 
a peaceful one. Algeria is not his 
role model. “In Algeria, Is- 
lamists had already taken over 
local authorities and were about 
to win national elections when 
they were crushed. The Alge- 
rians are more severe and 
tougher than the Egyptians. 
They are a mountain people - 
we are a people of the plain. 
The Algerians use the moun- 
tains to hide in, they have 
forests in which they can shel- 
ter. Here, we have no shelters. 
Here, our mountains are far 
from rides - in Algeria, the 
mourn a ins are close to the 
cities. Bosnia and Afghanistan 
are geographically similar to the 
mountains of Algeria. You need 
mountains and woods to have 
a guerrilla war. That's why such 
a war is difficult in Palestine. I 
believe geography is very im- 
portant in political analysis." 

So, presumably, does Mr 
Mubarak, whose security police 
have set up their scruffy check- 
points on the Nile roads south 
of Cairo, isolating each town 
and city from each other when- 
ever the mood takes them. 

' The President It seems, has 
understood the advantage of 
having a flat country. 
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China rids itself of 
unwelcome guest 


Teresa Poole 

Peking 

The story so far has had ali the ele- 
ments of a Cold War thriller. The ques- 
tion now is whether Hwang Jang Yop 
will enjoy a comfortable retirement in 
the free world, or soon become a vic- 
tim of a North Korean hit squad. 

Mr Hwang, the highest-level official 
ever to defect from the last hard-line 
Stalinist state, was believed to have 
spent last night in the northern Philip- 
pines town of Baguio after being 
spirited out of Peking yesterday morn- 
ing. In Seoul, the South Korean 
spokesman, Lee Kyu Hyung. said: 
“With the co-opera don of a third coun- 
try we have him staying in a secure and 
safe place. He is under our control." 

From the moment Mr Hwang sought 
refuge on 12 February in the consular 
section of the South Korean embassy 
in Peking, China bad str uggle d to rid 
itself of a diplomatic nuisance. The trick 
was not to offend Pyongyang, with 
whom it formerly boosted a relationship 
“as dose as lips and teeth”, while dis- 
patching Mr Hwang to bis preferred 
goal of Seoul, with whom Peking en- 
joys a thriving trade relationship. Few 
countries were prepared to offer the de- 
fector a face-saving stopover, until the 
Philippines stepped in. 

From his flight to the South Korean 


North Korean 
defector is spirited 
away to Philippines 

consulate in a Peking taxi, after shak- 
ing off his minders on a shopping trip, 
Mr Hwang's escape has been the stuff 


North Korea's political dogma. 

initially the defection flushed out 
the legions of North Koreans in 
Peking, who staked out the consular 
building with their lapel badges of the 
late Great Leader. Kim II Sung, un- 
precedentedly pinned inside their 
jackets. Chinese armoured personnel 
carriers and soldiers soon ringed the 
compound, a wise precaution given at 
least one attempt at infiltration by a 
North Korean commando squad. 

Yesterday’s journey out of Chin a 
started with a ruse, a Sunday-night de- 
coy convoy of dark-windowed minibus- 
es which travelled from the consulate 
to the airport. Bui it was not until Mon- 
day evening that they repeated the show 
- with the real Mr Hwang on board. 
There was heavy Chinese security 
around all South Korean buildings. 

China breathed a quiet sigh of re- 


lief after seeing Mr Hwang reach the 
Philippines alive. For the post five 
weeks Peking bas been walking a 
diplomatic tightrope. So sensitive is the 
incident, that afl that was said in a terse 
official statement last night was that 
Mr Hwang had left of his own free wffl- 
Mr Hwang is expected to spend at least 
a week in the Philippines before pro- 
ceeding to South Korea, where he faces 
life under protective armed guard. 

The defector leaves behind in North 
Korea a family which, if widespread 
reports can be believed, faces execu- 
tion or dispatch to the labour camps. 
Demoted bom their privileged exis- 
tence, they, like ail ordinary North 
Koreans, will be hungry. 

The executive director of the World 
Food Programme, Catherine Bertini. 
yesterday flew back to Peking after a 
fact-finding mission in North Korea. 
Centrally distributed food rations had 
dropped to 3S0 calories a day, except 
for people taking part in manual- 
labour programmes to restore land 
damaged in the floods of 1995 and 
1996. she said. Children were suffer- 
ing from stunted growth. Roots and 
dried leaves were all that was available 
to augment the meagre rations, which 
will soon run out unless internation- 
al food aid is stepped up, Ms Bertini 
added. A new WFP appeal wfll at- 
tempt to reach ail children under six. 



Fall out: A Greenpeace boat in action during the arrival yesterday of the Pacific Teal in Japan 


Photograph: Reuters 



atom-waste ship 
a hot reception 


Richard Uoyd Parry 

Tokyo 

A British ship carrying highly 
radioactive plutonium waste 
was met by protesters in Japan 
yesterday, a week after the 
country’s most serious nuclear 
accident. Some 300 demon- 
strators turned out for the ar- 
rival of die Pacific Teal, which 
docked at the village of 
Rokkasbo. 

Ttao Greenpeace boats sailed 
dose to the vessel and activists 
displayed banners saying, “No 
Nuclear TOste” and “Stop Nu- 
clear Rawer”. There was ascuf- 
fle with police but fay yesterday 
evening unloading of the caigp 
was well under way. 

The vessel’s 20 tons of nu- 
clear waste was the second such 
shipment under an agreement 
between Japanese utilities and 
European power companies - 
British Nudear Fbels and Co- 
gema of France. Japan has 
limited facilities for reprocess- 
ing and sends spent fuel rods 
abroad via long sea routes, 
which have provoked interna- 
tional unease about their vul- 
nerability to accident or 


terrorist attack. The re- 


to Japan in vitrified blocks, 
which will be stored in 
Rokka&o for as tong as 50yeais 
before being buried. Environ- 
mentalists say the waste is so ra- 
dioactfve that an unshielded 
bystander would receive a lethal 
dose in less than a minute. 

A week before the/hq^c Hal 
arrived, a fire and explosion at 
the country’s only reprocessing 
facility released radiation and 
ooniaminaied 37 workers. 

The authorities at the Tbkai 
plant insist that the amounts of 
radioactivity which were re- 
leased were negligible but every 
day has bxotigbt-disdosures 
about a number of communi- 
cation failures and breaches of 
official procedure. 

Yesterday Japanese newspa- 
pers reported mat die. central 
government turned a blind eye 
to short cuts in fireproofing the 
ill-fated plant 

Central and local govern- 
ment officials were not in- 
formed until horns after die fire, 
which was allowed to smoulder 
unattended and cause the lat- 
er, potentially lethal explosion. 
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Chinese party leader 
thwarts rival’s challenge 

Zemin, has barred 

^predecessor, Zhao Ziyang, from returning lo Peking 

^ n«*«emsiD indicate a 
nse m factional tension in China. Ifouter^ 

CNN beams from Havana 

gr its 

Reuters - Havana 

Cairo's act of faith 

jounced ii :vres 


. ~ *' ,w r wi J *«-* w *«*» ojo, has had severe 

structural problems for yeare. , Reuters - Cairo- 

Ell in ‘mid-life’ crisis 

The European Union is approaching “a mid-life crisis” 
aod must. engage in self-reflection to -find its new purpose. 
President Mary Robmson ofTrelandsaid. She said theEU 
- mailing its 40th amriversaiy this year - must paose.and 
reflect as it enters.“the most crucial and challe nging phase 
in its development”. AP-Utrecht 

Miss Universe figures it out 

Irene Saez, a former Miss Universe,' & preparing to--', 
announce a bid for president of Venezuela nextyear. “I 
know the moment will come to ..! take a firm decision,” 
she said. She was Miss Universe in 1981 and is now mayor 
of the district of Cbacao in Caracas. Reuters — Caracas 

Top brass set for the boot 

Igor Rodionov.. Russia's Defence Minis ter, indicated that 
the dismissal of several top commanders was imminent. 

He also said airborne forces wouldbemade subordinate 
(o the ground forces. AP- Moscow 

UN role for James Baker 

The former US secretary of state James Baker was named 
as envoy of the UN Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, for 
Western Sahara, whose future has been in contention 
since Spain withdrew in 1976. Reuters - New Ybrk 

Man dies in stamp stampede 

A man died in a stampede to buy the last Hong Kong 
stamps featuring the Queen's head, which is no longer 


stamps featuring the 


i’s head, which is no longer 


printed on stamps in the colony. Those carrying it will 
cease to be valid on 1 July, when the territory is handed 
back to China. . Reuters - Hong Kong 
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Wheely dangerous: Nick Lambert cycling down the side of Auckland’s Novotel to 
promote this year’s New Zealand's Mountain Bike championship Photograph: Reuter 


Zaire’s new lion king snaps at 


Ed OXoughfin 

Goma - .» 

Zairean rebel leader Lanrent 
Kabila may not have won his 
war, yet, but fie has already had 
his victory parade,. • 

Goma came to a standstill 
yesterday ns thousands of peo- 
ple crammed into kwnto watch 
the rebels celebrate the week- 
end capture of .Kisangani, a 
strategic victory that could fin- 
ish off the ailing President 


Mobutu Sese Seko once and for 

an;.,-. : ... .; 

. . _Fbr Mr Kabila, veteran of 
three decades of anti-Mobutu 
struggle, the occasion was a per- 
sonal and symbolic triumph. 
The parade was led by officofc 
of the rebel Ministry of Infor- 
mation, Communication, Press 
and Propaganda, each wrapped 
in the seven-starred flag erf the 
short-lived Congo Republic. 

• ; In the territory be controls- 
at least a sixth or the country ^ 
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Mr Kabila has already rein- 
stated the post-colonial name 
and flag which he failed to de- 
fend against the Mobutist coup 
of 1965. 

Another symbol of the rebel 
government has puzzled foreign 
observers. Their new official 
seal, stamped on all government 
documents, features a lion's 
snarling head. On closer in- 
spection, this turns out to be the 
Iron character from Disney’s 
film The Lion fang. Nobody has 
yet plucked up the courage to 
ask the rebels what this means. 

Yesterday, wearing a stet- 
son and a broad smile, eastern 
Zaire's new Bon king faced his 

E ple from a plush armchair, 
cling to their cheerc. Behind 
him his entourage of officials 
and soldiers jammed onto a 
large concrete podium special- 
ly constructed for such occasions 
when Mr Mobutu was still in 
charge of these parts. 

For while the symbols and 
faces were different, veteran 
Zaire-watchers noted that the 
style was eerily the same. A tin 
roof sheltered the dignitaries 
from -the tropical downpour 
which broke out shortly after the 
anexnany kicked off, almost two 
hours late. The townspeople 
Stood huddled in the rain. 

Rebel soldiers divided their 
time between whipping the 
crowd into line with sticks and 
glowering at the musicians and 
the people in the parade. One 
Kalashnik ov- toting soldier. Who 
could not have been more than . 
10 years old, was whisked away 
when too many foreign camera- 
lenses swung towards him. ‘ 


Meanwhile, an electric organ 
was playing jaunty tunes in 
bossa-nova and quick-waltz time. 

The people paraded in little 
groups - first the staff of the 
rebel ministries, then other pub- 
lic servants, then the people of 
the town. There were agricul- 
tural societies, a guild of shoe- 
saleswomen with sneakers 
balanced on their heads, even a 
tobacco company whose repre- 
sentatives threw cigarettes into 
the crowd. Many banners had 
been hastily altered, the words 
“Congo" pasted on where 
“Zaire” had evidently been dis- 
played many rimes before. 

in another echo of days gone 
by, the slogan for the event was 
“Uhuxu” - Swahili for freedom 
- a cry heard in country after 
country during the 1960s as the 
European colonial powers with- 
drew from Africa. But when the 
cries died down yesterday, Mr 
Kabila returned briskly to the 
present, and a struggle which 
seems almost, but not quite, won. 

Among those waving banners 
in the crowd were members of 
the Union for Democracy and 
Social Prepress, Zaire's main le- 
gal opposition group. With vic- 
tory in sight, many groups are 
seeking to climb aboard the 
rebel bandwagon. 

The rebels believe the peoples 
of old Zaire are swinging to then- 
side. “In Kinshasa people are 
happy,” Mr Kabila told the 
cheenng crowd. “But people like 
Mobutu and his family are al- 
ready packing their bags-” 

- And, even after years of pil- 
lage, misrule and conflict, there 
was optimism in the air. 




German soldiers 
attack youths in 
racist rampage 

Spectre of pogrom returns to embarrass army 


Imre Karacs 

Bonn 

The German army’s long march 
to international respectability 
suffered a reverse in the small 
town of Deiroold on Monday 
night, as 10 of its soldiers 
marked out for peace-keeping 
duty staged a mini-pogrom. 

Shouting “Wogs out of Ger- 
many". the uniformed con- 
scripts in combat helmets 
rampaged through the centre in 
searchof foreigners, attacking 
a 16-year-old Italian boy and 
two Turkish youths with base- 
ball bats, fam es and spades. 

All 10 were soldiers of the 3rd 
Panzer Battalion. stationed at a 
barracks Darned after Field 
Marshal Erwin Rommel. They 
bad completed two months of 
training in the Bundeswehr 
(army), and were about to be 
transferred to Bosnia. “They 
were to help foreigners ,” said 
Major Uwe Hindschcs, the bat- 
talion's deputy commander. The 
guilty 10. be assured the public, 
were’ now off the Bosnia list 

The perpetrators were aged 
JO. roost had come to the west 
German base from the cast, and 
there appeared to be no doubt 
of their racist intentions. After 
a heavy night's drinking, they 
set off from their last watering 
hole at about half-past nine, 
hunting for “Kanacken” - the 
derogatory term for Turks. 

The Italian was the first to 
stumble into their way. They 
beat him up. threatened to slit 
his throat and left him lying on 
the pavement “'Where arc the 
wogs?” they asked passers-by. 
The two Turks, aged 16 and 17 
respectively, appeared to fit 
the bill, and were dulv kicked 
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The media 
focuses on 
Volker Riihe, 
Germany’s 
Defence 
Minister, 
during a 
Cabinet 
meeting in 
Bonn 
yesterday 
after the 
attack by 
soldiers on 
foreigners in 
Detmold 
Photograph: 
Reuters 


senseless. The lads themselves 
sustained no injuries. 

It was only a few days ugo that 
German troops were hailed for 
their gallantly and newly found 
self-confidence. They Were the 
heroes of last Friday's chaotic 
evacuation of Westerners fmm 
Albania, at one point exchang- 
ing fire with local thugs. 

Now Germans are wondering 
whether the lessons in as- 
sertiveness might have gone a hit 
too far. A spokesman from the 
Rommel barracks stressed yes- 
terday that the conscripts had 
also been lectured on how to 
deal with foreigners, but the sub- 
ject of neo-Nazism was not on 
the “political studies" syllabus. 

The top brass, who in a report 
issued last week found no evi- 
dence of organised right-wing ex- 
tremism in the Bundeswehr, 
were quick to apologise for the 
attack. “We express our regret 


to our foreign citizens for the sol- 
diers' shameful actions." said 
Volker Ruhe. the Defence Min- 
ister, and the army's chief of 
siaff. General Hartmui Bagger, 
in a joint statement. They vowed 
to pursue "all possible legal and 
disciplinary measures" against 
the Detmold 111, one of whom 
was still on the run last night. 

No links to extremist organi- 
sations have so far been uncov- 
ered, though police are aware 
that the neo-Nazis have a cen- 
tre near Detmold. The army 
keeps a close wateb on extrem- 
ists within its ranks. According 
to the latest annual report. 5o sof- 
diers - including 1 1 NCOs and 
one lieutenant -were convicted 
last year of raosm. A 22-ycar-old 
former soldier is due to go on 
trial next month for the at- 
tempted murder of an Italian, an 
attack allegedly motivated by 
xenophobia. 
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Prime Minister loses his place 


Leon Kengo Wa Dondo, the Zairean Prime Minister, 
was removed from office yesterday, a spokesman for 
the country's parliament said. The unpopular leader 
was toppled only hours after he left for Nairobi, Kenya, 
to attend an international meeting on civil war in Zaire. 
There had been many rumours earlier in the day that 
he would be prevented from leaving the country to 
represent Zaire at the summit 
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Finns shun 
prospect of 
security in 
larger Nato 

Tony Barber 

Helsinki 


The Finnish government is sticking to its policy of 
not joining Nato despite the prospect that most Eu- 
ropean security issues could soon be decided by 
an enlarged alliance in concert with Russia. 

“Finland is not the focus of threats, for the pre- 
vention or repulsion of which security guarantees 
from a military alliance would be necessary. Fin- 
land's non-participation in military alliances sup- 
ports stability in northern Europe,” said a 
government report on defence issued this week. 

Despite this firm statement, some Finnish ex- 
perts say Finland may have to reconsider. Since 
Nato is preparing to embrace several former Com- 
munist states in Eastern Europe, and is seeking a 
special security relationship with Russia, Finland 
could he in danger of losing influence over mat- 
ters directly affecting its security, they say. 

“The emergence of an enlarged Nato with a wider 
mandate to deal with European security problems, 
and with a co-operative relationship with Russia, 
would constitute a new European security order,” 
said Max Jakobson. a former Finnish ambassador 
to the United Nations. “To remain outside of Nato 
is to be without a seat at the table where the de- 
cisions on European security will be made.” 

Finland’s neutrality after the Second World Wfcr 
was based on a delicate formula which combined 
Western-style freedom at home with a scrupulous 
care not to annoy the Soviet Union. The policy was 
a success in that Soviet Communism ultimately- col- 
lapsed and Finland became free of its old con- 
straints. But the Cold War years remain a sensitive 
subject, and many F inns are bitterly critical of the 
self-censorship of those tiroes. 

As a member of the EU since 1995 and of Nato's 
Partnership for Peace programme, Finland has al- 
ready drifted away from the old, post-war policy 
of absolute neutrality. EU membership is more pop- 
ular in Finland than in neighbouring Sweden part- 
ly because, as the government report observes, it 
“strengthens Finland's security position”. 

That sense of security could di minis h if Nato’s 
enlargement goes wrong and Russian-Western re- 
lations deteriorate. “Finland is striving to ensure 
that neither Nato enlargement nor whatever 
treaty arrangement the alliance arrives at with Rus- 
sia leads to the emergence of lines of division or 
spheres of interest that would detract from stability 
in northern Europe," the government report says. 
There is particular concern for the Baltic states, 
above all Estonia, to which Finns feel closest. 



up in dis 


Face to face: A pedestrian in Helsinki passing a poster of Bill Clinton and Boris Yeltsin; the two 
leaders are to meet for a two-day summit in the Finnish capital tomorrow Photograph: Reuter 


Rupert Cornwell 

Washington 

The surprise withdrawal of An- 
thony Lake, nominee to head 
the Central Intelligence 
Agency, is a large embarrass- 
ment for President Bill Clinton, 
another body-blow for the de- 
moralised CIA but above all 
proof of how the campaign 
fund-raising row has bred a 
bitter partisanship that is poi- 
soning-politics and government. 

On Monday the patience of 
the mOd Mr Lake, for four years 
Mr Clinton’s National Securi- 
ty Adviser, snapped with, what 
he called a “political circus”. 
Having refused every presi- 
dential entreaty to stick out his 
ordeal, be delivered a resigna- 
tion letter declaring Washington 
“had gone haywire” and damn- 
ing a system that “was nasty, 
brutish, but anything bat short”. 

The White House said the 
grilling Mr Lake was subjected 
to before the Senate ImeUrgence 
Committee proved only that the 
confirmation process was “in- 
excusably flawed”. But Richard 
Shelby, the Democrat-turn ed- 
Republican who chairs the 
committee, and led the inqui- 
sition, was unrepentant. The vet- 
ting process “should be 
rigorous,” he said, and Mr Lake 
bad not passed muster. 

Few expected Mr Lake to 
throw in the towel now, after 
haying put up wth so much. De- 
spite the sniping, he had ma- 
jority support in the committee 
and almost certainly in the full 
Senate thereafter. 

But new obstacles, notably 
press reports alleging the De- 
mocratic National Committee 
improperly lobbied the. Na- 
tional Security Council and the 
CIA for favourable treatment 
for a Lebanese -American cam- 



Lake: snapped with what ho 
called the ‘political circus’ 

Former adviser 
condemns 
Washington for 
‘going haywire’ 

paign donor, were threatening 
further delay, and Mr Lake 
decided he had been hung out 
to dry long enough. 

He thus becomes the latest 
victim of the dispute over De- 
mocratic fund-raising for the 
1996 campaign, into which the 
White House and the NSC are 
being sucked steadily deeper. 

It is one reason for the delay 
in key ambassadorial appoint- 
ments, notably to Paris and 
London, and for the new im- 
passe in negotiations for a bal- 
anced budget 
But it has also long been clear 
the Republicans were deter- 
mined to Haim at least one scalp 
among Mr Clinton’s second- 
term nominees, if only to prove 
they were masters on Capitol 
Hill and avenge themselves for 
past Republican nominees shot 
down by a Democratic Con- 
gress. And once the campaign- 


funds rumpus heated up, Mr A 
j ut** was always the most vuI-W 
nerable link in the chain. : ? j 

By Monday even Democrats j 
were expressing astonishment 1 
that he knew nothing of FBI 
warnings last year to two NSC 
staffers that China might -be 
seeking to suborn the US po- 
litical process. If he could riot 
keep abreast of such issues in ; 
the NSC they argued, Jiow ; 
could tedaim the management \ 
ci-iHc tn handle the country's tar j 
- larger intelligence empire? 

The taggeri victim is again the 
CIA. Mr Clinton must move! 
swiftly to find a replacement for 
Mr Lake, and the Intelligence. 
Committee dSbScte probably in- 
creases the chances of Gepig* 
Tenet, acting director, who was P 
once staff director for the com- ■ 
mittee and a senior NSC offi- 
cial, before moving to the 
number-two job at the CIA. • 

As a solid in-house choice, he 
could expect relatively speedy 
confirmation and for ag e nc y 
employees he would be a bet- 
ter-known quantity than other 
mooted candidates like Jamie 
Gore lick, deputy attorney-gen* 
end in the first Clinton admin- 
istration, the former Georgia 
senator Sam Nunn, and 
Richard Holbrooke, architect of 
the Bosnia peace accords. 

None however has Mr Lake's 
access and long intimacy with 
the PresidenL .And whoever 
survives ordeal by Senator Shel- 
by will have the dubious - dis* 
unction of being the CIA's fifth 
director in six years, a list which | 
does not include two nomi- 
nees who withdrew their nom- 
ination. The job turnover's a 
measure of the disarray of an 
agency celebrated not fen 1 its 
quiet successes, but for front- 
page failures like the AmcS es- 
pionage case. 
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; Moscow - During the Cold 
? War, agents at the KGB school 
. ' ai Balashikha, outside Moscow, . 
were taught that Lhe CIA was 
; the glavny protivnik, at main en- 

- eray. But they were told. to pay 
special attention to the British, 

. for they had a reputation as the 
most subtle spies. 

. Even today Russians love to 
fhate the piristripe^suiteti, two- 
faced Briton a& much if not 
more than the loud American. 
During last year’s presidential 
election, the nationalist politi- 
cian Vladimir Zhirinovsky told - 
Russians to be on the alert for 
foreign spies of all nationalities 
but in particular to be cautious 
of the pertidious British. 

“The Russian stereotype of 
1 the British is that they are cun- 
ning and hyp □critical,'" said 
' Mikhail Lyubimov, head of the 
. British section at RGB head- 
quarters after being expelled 
■ from London in 1965. The 

- KGB's wariness of the Secret In- 
telligence Service, M36. was 
nased on more than prejudice. 
SIS. founded in 1909, was old- 
;r than Soviet intelligence or the 
CIA and therefore perceived to 

' have the advantage of experi-' 
epee. Also, Britain bad a long 
history of rivaliy with Russia. 

“Britain was afraid of tsarist 
Russian influence in India and 
Afghanistan. Wc saw you asbe- 
ing not only anti-Soviet but 
Russo phobic well before . the 
Bolshevik Revolution,'' Col 
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in the latest of our 
series, a former 
spymaster tells 
Helen Womack 
that old espionage 
habits die hard 

Lyubimov said over a cup of tea 
in his Moscow flaL In 1917 
Britain wasstill \he glavny pro- 
tivnik, as the CIA had not been 
formed. “Britain did all in its 
power to help those who op- 
posed the Bolsheviks,’’ said Col 
Lyubimov, now a writer. But by 


by, Burgess. Maclean, Caim- 
cross and Blunt, were recruit- 
ed. But they were just lhe tip of 
the iceberg. “I can't name 
nam es but there were many 
more,” he said. How many? 
“We’re, talking in the tens.” 

During the Second World 


6 Philby arid Burgess ... 
the tip of the iceberg 9 



the 1930sScwtt intelligence was 
starting to turn the tables. 
‘There was a strong anti-fascist 
mood across Europe and peo- 
ple wanted to help. us fight 
Hitler,” said Col Lyubimov. 
This was when the “Magnificent 
Five”; as the Russians call Phfl- 


Whr the Allies were supposed 
to stop spying on each other and 
pool their efforts. But Stalin, 

who had made a secret pact with 

Germany in 1939, suspected the 
British were not sincere. This 
was partly because Kim Philby 
was giving Moscow full reports 




of what the British knew as a re- 
sult of having cracked the Ger- 
mans’ Enigma code, which 
enabled Stalin to see Churchill 
was not sharing all his infor- 
mation with him. 

In an atmosphere of mistrust, 
war turned into cold war, the 
main source of friction after 
1945 being the future of East 
Europe. Col Lyubimov said the 
Russians were impressed by 
the British performance in the 
struggle for influence over this 
region. But they were fighting 
a losing bailie and many SIS 
agents were caught, in part 
thanks to Philby. For example, 
16 Palish generals accused of 
spying for Britain on Soviet ter- 
ritory were executed, and a 
British spy called Felix Rumnles 
was arrested in Latvia. “As you 
British say, it is not the winning 








that counts but playing the 
game’.” chuckled the colonel. 

With the defection of Guy 
Burgess and Donald Maclean in 
1951. SIS entered a long peri- 
od of crisis as it searched for the 
Third Man. Philby. who fled to 
Moscow in 1963. Before that, he 
had been MI6's representative 
at Langley. Virginia, which 
meant the British lost much 
credibility with the increasing- 
ly powerful CIA. Moscow now 
paid more attention to the ac- 
tivities of the Americans. 

Col Lyubimov thinks the trai- 
tor who did most damage to the 
Soviet Union was the military 
intelligence officer Oleg 
Penkovsky. who passed secrets 
to the British businessman Gre- 
ville Wynne. Thanks to 
Penkovsky, the West realised 
Khrushchev was bluffing during 


M 




the Cuban missile crisis of 1962- 
Penkovskv was executed - , 
Wynne, who was sentenced to 
eight years in prison, was later 
swapped for the Soviet spy. 
Gordon Lonsdale. 

Recruiting agents on Soviet 
soil was difficult for the British, 


Russians believe they inter- 
cepted all their citizens who ap- 
proached or were approached 
by the British in Moscow. 

' Which is why SIS preferred 
to recruit Russians in London 
or third countries. Their most 
famous catch of recent wars was 


6 Russians love to hate the 
two-faced Briton 9 


said Col Lyubimov. “KGB sur- 
veillance was extremely strong. ’ 
Back-up staff' at embassies were 
all from the Russian service to 
diplomats, which automatical- 
ly reported to the KGB. Rooms 
and telephones were hugged. 
Unless thev are mistaken, the 


the former London KGB resi- 
dent Oleg Gordievsky. who be- 
sian betraying his country in the 
1970s. when he worked at the 
Soviet embassy in Copenhagen. 

Found out in 1985. he made 
a dramatic escape to Britain 
from Moscow hidden, it is wide- 


Patriottsm and perfidy; 

Some of the 
personalities, real 
and fictional, who 
inhabited the dark woild 
of espionage: Maclean 
(left), Philby, Bond, Wynne 
and Burgess 

Photomontage: 

Jonathan Anstee 

!y believed, in a diplomatic re- 
moval van. 

The SIS alsn recruited Ivan 
Kimchkin in Iran and Viktor 
Suvorov in Geneva. Mr Kuzi- 
chkin provided information on 
Moscow's relations with the il- 
legal Iranian Communist Par- 
ly? while Mr Suvorov revealed 
mfliiaiy secrets, including details 
of the operations of the Spel- 
snatz special forces. 

The Cold War is over but last 
vear a tit-for-tat expulsion in- 
cident between Moscow and 
London caused a brief icy blast 
from the past. Four Russian 
diplomats were ordered out of 
Britain after the same number 
of British diplomats were ex- 
pelled from Moscow for having 
contacts with a young Russian 
called Platon Obukhov. Mr 
Obukhov, now awaiting trial for 
treason, claims that he was 
gathering material for the lat- 
est of the popular spy novels 
which he writes. 

Some observers suggested 
President Boris Yeltsin needed 
a dispute with Britain, normal- 
ly now seen as a friendly coun- 
try. to look tough before the 
presidential elections. 

But Col Lyubimov dismissed 
this theory, saying there was 
never smoke without fire; he 
was sure the British diplomats 
had been up to something. 

I -They failed and I can only 
sympathise with them,” said 
1 the KG B veteran who, in 1 965, 
l was set up by two men “smelling 
1 of fish" in a London pub and de- 
i dared persona non grata in the 
country he regards as his second 
home. 

Col Lyubimov said the 
Obukhov case had contributed 
to a new Russian suspicion 
, about the British in the era af- 
I ter the Cold War. ‘ Now again, 
after the euphoria of the post- 

- Communist period, when wc 

- thought we could co-operate, 
e mistrust has returned. 1 per- 
e sonallv don't see a threat but our 
i. secret services still think in 
e terms of perfidious Albion. It 
n will lake centuries for the cliche 
r- to die.” 
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Victor 

Vasarely 


Victor Vasarely was the kind of 
artist we in Britain call Con- 
structivist and push aside as an 
inartistic intellectual. He was ad- 
mired in France since he turned 
from graphic 3rt to painting in 
the mid- 1940s, and famous 
globally since the mid-1960s 
when he finalised the system 
that made his art uniquely 
accessible as well as adaptable. 

By the end of the 1050s he 
was working with small square 
units, in metai or plastic, on 
which squares or circles were 
primed, and also trapezoids, di- 
tunonds and ovals (suggesting 
squares and circles seen ob- 
liquely). Assembling these in 
w hat seemed an infinity of vari- 
ations. he could play local colour 
and pattern events against the 
optically induced larger forms of 
(he whole. The nextstep wus to 
produce these units as pur- 
chasable sets: with their help we 
would all become artists, mak- 
ing pictures or murals, or indeed 
covering whole buildings to our 
own satisfaction. 

The idea was right for the 
outgoing Sixties. "Every one his 
own artist” has a long history - 
going back at least to Mozart’s 
Put of musical phrases to be cho- 
sen by rolling dice. But Vasare- 
ly's kits were never cheap and the 
an market has always preferred 
to deal with unique collectables 
offering good profit margins. 
There was a broad movement 
into creating potentially mass- 
producible “multiples” to which 
many artists contributed, but the 
mood passed. 

It was natural for Vasarely to 
see himself as an international 
figure, a prophet and activator 
as much as an inventor and 
maker. But (hen he was bom in 
Hungary, in 190$. and like a 
number of other Hungarians - 
most obviously Laszlo Moholy- 
Nagy. 13 years older - he gave 
his innate romanticism expres- 


sion through figurative, Semi- 
Expressionist paintings and 
drawings during his student 
years at the Budapest Academy 
before, through further studies 
at an art school run by Sandor 
Bortnik, an old friend of Mo- 
holy s. deriving its ideas from the 
German Bauhaus (and thus in 
pan from Moholy). and opting 
to focus the same emotional en- 
ergies on a more concentrated 
artistic programme. 

Vasarely moved to Paris in 
1930. married and had two 
sons, the younger of whom 
grew up into the well-known 
artist Yvaral. He worked at 
first as a graphic artist and de- 
signer, but in 1944 decided to 
paint again. He bad bis first 
Paris solo exhibition that year, 
at the Galcrie Denise Rene 
which became and remains 
prominent as a gallery special- 
ising in abstract geometrical 
and kinetic art in two and three 
dimensions. He painted mono- 
chrome compositions in which 
the forms of such creatures as 
harlequins or zebras were key 
motifs for an exploration of flat 
patterns and illusions of space. 

When he dropped the images 
his compositions became more 
diagrammatic and more explo- 
sive in their visual effect. Some 
of these were multi-level trans- 
parencies. hinged together so 
that their relative positions could 
be varied and the view through 
their overlapping linear designs 
made more, or less, dramatic. In 
the late 1950s he began to ex- 
plore optical kinetics in large 
paintings, gradually introduc- 
ing barely perceptible colours 
into arrangements that seemed 
to be of black and white only. 

By 1965 Vasarely and Brid- 
get Riley were seen as leaders 
of an international movement 
no one had founded or intend- 
ed. but which was celebrated in 
New York in the Museum of 



Prophet and activator as much as Inventor and mater: Ytesareiy hi New \torfc, 1978 


Modem Art's exhibition of 
1965, ‘'The Responsive Eye”. 
From this time on also dates the 
public's general loss of interest 
in Op Art as an abstract form 
of trampe-l'cEil picture-making. 
It astonished, it dazzled, it 
could even give one a headache, 
but it couldn't entertain like Fop 
Art. Many practitioners of Op 
opted out or were merely for- 
gotten. but Vasarely and Riley 
(a generation younger than 
him) moved on to higher things. 
In Riley's case these have been 
ever richer and more refreshing 
colour compositions derived 
from experiences of nature: in 
Vasarely's they were philo- 
sophical as well as artistic, lead- 
ing him into further study of the 
visual functioning of simple 
geometrical forms, singly and in 


ordered masses, of their ca- 
pacity for conveying sensations 
to everyone, and thence also of 
the practical means where tp' 
artistic compositions of this 
sort might be done by everyone. 

The “dcmocratisation of art” 
became his prime concern, and 
in this he was a true Construc- 
tivist - Russian Constructivism 
had focused Modernism’s urge 
for basics ou the desperate 
needs of a society ruined by war, 
revolution and civil war. He ex- 
hibited busily around the world 
from 1960 on and into the 
1980s. He also founded a 
Vasarely Institution at Gordes 
in France and another, direct- 
ed towards architectural de- 
velopment, at Aix-en-Provence, 
as well as a Vasarely Museum 
at Pecs in Hungary." 


Cecil Wilson 


Cecil Wilson's dramatic and 
film criticism reflected the man: 
quiet, courteous, pointed but 
not stinging, sane not vain, re- 
luctant to be taken in by the lat- 
est trend from Hollywood, 
Sweden or France and rarefy 
caught going out on a critical 
limb: but a critic to trusL 

Although he must have had 
a wider readership on the Dai- 
ly Mail from 1938 to 1990 than 
most of his Fleet Street con- 
temporaries. Wilson never went 
about as if he knew iu He knew 
that criticism must be person- 
al, yet saw no reason to intro- 
duce himself into his writing 
more than was necessary. Yet 
this unassertive, bespectacled 
man. whose only concession to 
sartorial effect was a bow tie, 
survived the up and downs of 
front -line Fleet Street journal- 
ism for over half a century on 
one paper. 

His vigil for the Daily Mail - 
as. successively. Northern 
theatre critic, entertainments 
correspondent, theatre corre- 
spondent. assistant theatre and 
film critic, acting dramatic crit- 
ic, chief dramatic critic chief 
film critic and old film tipster 
for television viewers - began 
before the Second World VVhr. 

Trained, from 17. as a re- 
porter on a South London 
group of local papers. Wilson 
funded himself a job in 1935 in 
the Northern office of the Dai- 
ly Mail in Manchester, through 
the influence of a benevolent 
and journalistically distin- 



Witson: 55 years a critic 

guished elder brother, the 
drama critic A.E. Wilson. 

On his first day's employment 
he was sent to the first night of 
a try-out of Noel Coward’s new 
triple bill. The eager young 
Wilson scurried back to the of- 
fice at the fall of the curtain in 
the tradition of the London dra- 
matic critics and promptly 
knocked out on his typewriter a 
notice of To-nigfu at 7.30. 

Within the hour he breath- 
lessly placed his copy in the night 
news editor’s in-tray. A few 
minutes later, a voice growled: 
“What the hell's all this?" 

“Well, you sent me to cover 
the Noel Coward opening, sir. 
There's my review." 

"Yes. to’cover the first night, 
not the play. We leave that to 
London.” 

"But the first night was the 
play . . 

"No. no. We wanted a news 


story. Interviews. A back-stage 
angle. Something personal from 
Coward or Gertie Lawrence . . . 
Oh well, it's too late now,” 
sighed the night news editor. 

Wilson was crestfallen. He 
had muffed his first job.' 

Half an hour later the night 
editor came in: "What are your 
initials?" 

“C.F.W.”, answered Wilson. 
He presumed they would he 
needed for his letter of dismissal. 
The next day his notice came out 
as he wrote it. signed C.F.W. 

For the next 55 years, except 
for war service in the RAF, Wil- 
son trod the path which he had 
dreamed of following ever since 
his brother had inspired his am- 
bition to join the same profes- 
sion. Together the brothers 
made a bit of post-war Fleet 
Street history by working side by 
side as drama critics for London 
dailies from 1948 to 1954. the 
one for the Daily Mail, the oth- 
er for the evening paper the Star. 

Long before today's new tech- 
nology, Wilson would park his 
car in a street near the theatre, 
scurry back to it at curtain-fall 
scribble his notice at the wheel 
and then search for a public tele- 
phone from which to dictate his 
review to copy-typists within 
the hour. Among the more chal- 
lenging first nights, in an era be- 
fore previews when overnight 
reviewers had little time for re- 
flection, were Look Back in 
Anger ( 1956) by John Osborne 
and The Birthday / xuty ( 1 oy 
Harold Pinter. 


Of the then unknown John 
Osborne's play Wilson wrote: 

They haw not discovered a masterpiece, 
bui they have dbocMrred a dramatist of 
outstanding promise . . . Wbai a bril- 
Imu pfay threyramg man wiTI write when 
be hi got this one out ofhis system and 
lei a Dttie sunshine into his souL 

Of Pinter’s famous failure. The 
Birthday Party, Wilson wrote. 
One snag about being an understudy is 
that with all those hours to kill in the 
dressing room you are liable to write 
plays like The BinMay Pam. No doubt 
it was under the Royal Courts intel- 
lectuaJ influence that be wrote this 
baffling mixture. 

Wilson never claimed to be 
an intellectual; and after a few 
seasons of increasingly obscure 
new plays in the vogue which 
came to be called the New 
Wfrve, he was not altogether dis- 
tressed to find himself, from 
1960. making way for a provoca- 
tive young newcomer named 
Robert Muller, whom the Mail 
engaged to oppose the brilliant 
new critic for (he Daily Express, 
Bernard Levin. 

Wilson turned to show- 
business gossip and theatre news 
for two years, which involved 
much travel and more congenial 
working conditions; and then he 
succeeded the Dad MaiT s film 
critic Fred Majdalany for his last 
12 years on the staff. 

Adam Benedick 


Cecil Frank Pctch Wilson, dra- 
ma and film critic : bom Margate, 
Kau 10 September 1909; married 
Margaret Kelly (deceased), 1991 
Grace Maggs; died Seafoni East 
Sussex 17 March 1997. 


Announcements fur Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Births. 
Adoptions. Marriages. Deaths. Memo- 
rial services. Wedding anniversaries. In 
Mcmnrumi should be seal in wiling 
la (he Gazette Editor. Tbe Independent. 
I Canada Square, Canary Wharf. Lon- 
don EI4 5DL, telephoned to 0171-293 
2011 <24-bunr answering machine 
0171-293 2012) or fazed to 0171-293 
2010. and are charged at £&50 a line 
<V.\T extra). OTHER Gazette u- 
nounccmcnls Imitkes. functions. Forth- 
turning marriages. Marriages! most be 
vubmttud in writing lor taxed! and are 
charged at £10 a line, VAT extra. They 
should be accompanied hy a daytime 
telephone number. 


Appointments 

Miss Glynne Evans, to be Ambas- 
sador to the Republic of Chile. 

Mr David Fall, to be Ambassador lo 
the Socialist Republic of Vie i rum. 
Mr David Dain. to he British High 
Commissioner io the Islamic Re- 
public of Pakistan. 

Mr Roy Osborne, to be Ambas- 
sador lf» the Republic of Nicaragua. 
Mr William Ntarsden, to be Am- 
bassador lo (be Argentine Republic. 
Mr Christopher Hu 1st*, lo he Arn- 
hasvjilur u.i (he Swiss Confederation. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
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Birthdays 

Miss Ursula Andress, actress, 6 1; Sir 
Nigel Broomfield, ambassador to 
Germany, 60; Miss Glenn Close, ac- 
tress. 50: Lady Georgina Coleridge, 
jouraalLsi. SI: Mr Peter Coles, the- 
atrical director and producer. 85: Pro- 
fessor Ronald Girdmrood. former 
President. Royal College of Physi. 
dans of Edinburgh- 80: Tbe Right 
Rev Rooaid Gordon, former Bishop 
of Lambeth. 7l>. Mr Bryan Hildrew. 
former managing director, Lloyd's 
Register of Shipping. 77; Vice- 
Admiral Sir Norman King, former 
chairman. Buckinghamshire Health 
Authority. ti4; Sir David Lumsdcn. 
former Principal. Royal Academy of 
Music. 69: Mr Paul Mar land MP. 57; 
Sir Peter Masefield. President. 
Brock! ands Museum Trust. .S3: Mr 
Philip Mason, novelist. 91: Lord 
Plant of Highficfd. Master. St Cather- 
ine s College. Oxford. 52: Lt-Geit Sir 
Alan Reav. Chief Honorary Steward. 
Westminster Abbey. 72: Mr Philip 
Roih, novelist. 64; Sir Leonard 
Scopes, former diplomat, 85; Mr 
Bruce Willis, actor. 42: Mis* Mary 
Wjmbush. actress, 73. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Georges dc la Tour, painter. 
1593: Tobias Gcoree SmollcU. physi- 
cian and author. 1721: Charles Wat- 
son Wentworth, second Marquis of 
Rockingham, statesman. 1730: Dr 
David Livingstone, explorer and 
missionary. 1813; Sir Richard Fran- 
cis Burton, scholar and explorer. 
1S21: William Allintham. poet. 1$24: 
Sergei Pavlovich Diaghilev . founder 
of the ballet company. 1872: Max 
Roger, teacher and composer. 1873; 
Sir John Hubert Marshall, archac- 
OJogisL JS7o. Deaths Thomas Kil- 
ligrew. playwright. 1683; Rene 


Robert Cavelier, Sieur dc la Salle, ex- 
plorer. murdered by iris own men in 
Texas 16S7; Mary Anning. finder of 
an Ichlitwjsaimis fossil 1847: William 
Henry Playfair, architect. 1857: 
George Richmond, painter. 18^6: 
Anioine-Thomsor <T Abba die. ex- 
plorer and scientist. 1897: Arthur 
James Balfour, first Earl Balfour, 
statesman. 1930: Edgar Rice Bur- 
roughs. novelist and creator of 
"Tkrzan', 1950. On this day: The Rev 
John White formed the New England 
Company in Massachusetts Bay. 
1628: the liS Senate refused to rat- 
ify the Versailles Treaty and the 
League of Nation., Covenant, 1920: 
the opera Fatal by- Gounod was per- 
formed in Paris for ihc first time, 
1859: Sydney Harbour bridge was of- 
ficially opened. 1^32: following an in- 
ternal dispute. British parachute 
troops look over the Guibbean bland 
of Anguilla. 19r»9: Willy Brandt and 
Willi Sioph. heads of West and East 
Germany, met for the first time at Er- 
furt. 1970; during a severe gale, 
the l,2rifi-fooi tclci-br. mast at 
Emlcv Moor. Yorkshire, crashed tu 
the ground. l q 70. Today b the Feusl 
Day of St Alcmimd. prince of 
Northumbria St John ol ftsuaca. St 
Joseph (husband o: the Vlreini »nd 
St London Id. 


Lectures 

National Gallery; Christopher Bak- 
er. "The Italian Baroque iiiir Sal* 
valor ‘the savage' Rosa". 1pm: James 
fviiion, "Leonardo's Nephew ". 
fOflpm. 

British Mutcam: Paul Craddock. 
"Exposing Lukes and Forge res'. 

1.15pm. 

Tate Gallery: Jonathan Black-vimd 
“On the Cu*7» m M-’demtlt 

liecle briiidi an“. Ipra 


Mctoria and Albert Museum: Imo- 
gen Stewart. "Inspiration from An- 
cient Greece in 2fHh -centure Dress". 
130pm. 

Loughborough L Diversity: Di Peter 
Warwick. “ 100 Years of Radioactiv- 
ity". 7pm, 

Dinners 

RAF Strike Command 
Gp Capt G.S. Harker presided at a 
Dining In Night held yesterday 
evening in the Officers' Mess, Head- 
quarters Strike Command. RAF 
High Wyvombe, to mark the retire- 
ment of Air Chief Marshal Sir 
Michael Graydon, Chief of the Air 
StafL from the Royal Air Force. 

Institute of the Motor Industry 

Prince Michael of KenL President of 
the Institute of the Motor Industry, 
presided over the institute’s Annu- 
al Dinner held yesterday evening at 
the Savoy Hotel. London Wl. Mr 
Steven Norris MP was the guest 
speaker. 

Queen Mary and 
Westfield College 

Sir Christopher France, Chairman of 
Council. Queen Man and West- 
field College. London, presided at an 
Honorary Decrees and Fellowship 
Ceremony held yesterday at the Col- 
lege. London E 1 . Mr Peter Brooke 
MP. Mr Martin R. Harris. Dame 
.Anne Mueller and Professor Sir 
John Vunc were admitted as Hon- 
orary Fellows of the college. Profes- 
sor Graham ZdlicL, ’Principal, 
conferred Honorary Degrees of Lon- 
don University on Sir Gordon Hig- 
ginson. Lord Stevn, and Ms Janet 
Suzman. Ms Suzman deltrercd (he 
Drapers' Lecture. 


Some loss of public interest 
in his work and ideas plus the 
general recession have recent- 
ly occasioned the dosing of 
the Aix institute, and the artist's 
death shortly before his 90th 
birthday may mark the end of 
a chapter in modern art as well 
as his own career. But his con- 
tribution was an important one 
in a century tbaL has demand- 
ed vast feats of self-invention 
from some of its artists whilst 
others have queried the value 
of individual, self-revealing 
creativity. 

In asserting ”1 fight for the 
debunking of the artist and an 
end to individual pictures”, 
Vasarely was placmg hims elf at 
the opposite end to that at 
which we like to find our artists, 
compensating for the limited 


Photograph: Hutton Getty 


imaginative and expressive lives 
we lead ourselves with their dra- 
matic, heart-on-sleeve, often 
over-the-top productions. But 
some would argue that tbe 
deepest passion demands the 
most controlled expression. We 
have tbe tradition ot say, Bach, 
Poussin and Mondrian to prove 

iL Vasarely was of their per- 
suasion, and his contribution to 
that tradition is all the more re- 
markable in that it was made in 
a context of post-war figurative 
and abstract expressionism and 
of art-market forces. 

Norbert Lynton 


Gyoezoe Vasariiefyi (Victor Vas- 
arely), artist : from Pecs, Hungary 
9 April 1906; married 1930 Oaire 
Spinner ( died 1991; two sons); 
died Paris 15 March 1997. 


Leslie Lowe 


The music publisher Leslie 
Lowe spent his entire working 
life in and around music, be- 
ginning with the BBC when be 
was only 14 years old. 

Bom in Bangor, North Whies, 
he joined the BBC there, where 
the entertainment departments 
happened tfr have been evacu- 
ated during lheeariy part of the 
Second World War. When Na- 
tional Service called he was 
most proud to serve with the 
Welsh Guards. After the war he 
returned to the BBC, this time 
working in the London Gramo- 
phone Library, servicing output 
id the f Jghr Programme and the 
Home Service. 

In 1954 he left to join the Lor- 
na Music Company as its pro- 
fessional manager -and so began 
his life’s career in music pub- 
lishing. Although never actual- 
ly an “A»&R man” fas artists’ 
managers are known in the 
recording industry), he was the 
shadowy figure behind dozens of 
pop angers of the Sixties and Sev- 
enties, including Helen Shapiro, 
Maureen Evans, and Clinton 
Ford -wiih a ceaseless search for 
suitable material for their record- 
ing careers. He moved on 
through 20th Century Fox Mu- 
sic and Burlington Music (tbe 
publishing arm of the Decca 
Record Company) to manager- 
ial positions at CBS Songs, Unit- 
ed Artists, and SBK Publishing, 
finally coming to roost at EMI 
Music before retirement. 

But the "retirement” was from 
mua: publishing only, for that was 


just part of his work. Throughout 
bis publishing life he bad worked 
on a book. The Directory of Popt- 
ular Music, and. in 1975, tins epic 
work appeared in print, to the 
gratitude and delight of media 
producer^ presenters and DJs. It 
contains a wealth of information 
about the World's greatest songs, 
who^ wrote, published and record^ 
ed them -including record num- 
bers, film credits, stage 
pro ducti ons. Academy Award 

nominations, theme songs and 
signature tunes. By 1986 it had 
run to asecood edition, and then 
a third in 1992. He was still 
working on an updated and 
ntudbatpanded fourth edition at 
the time of his death -leaving the 
work filed in his computer. The 
British Academy of Songwriters, 
Composers and Authors award- 
ed Lowe its Gold Badge of Mer- 
it in 1982 for services to the 
music publishing industry. 

Staunch and avuncular, Lowe 
was easily recognised by his 
lofty figure, thin as a beanpole 
and bald with it In 1975, in or- 
der to introduce his new book to 
radio producers, he held a lun- 
cheon for a few friends, intend- 
ed to be a small-scale gathering. 
It became a regular monthly 
event, a dozen or so regularly 
turning up, and still continues. 

Brian WUley 


Dr Anthony H opkins 


Anthony Hopkins, Director of 
the Research Unit at the Roy- 
al College of Physicians since 
198S, was a most distinguished 
and unusual figure in the world 
of medicine. . 

His appointment in 19U as 
Consultant Neurologist at St 

Bartholomew’s Hospital, Lon- 

cfon, was controversial Jo Barrs, 

a hospital which had then the 
reputation of appointing its 

own, he was a foreigner, having 
trained at Guy’s. At 35 he was 
thought too young, and too in- 
experienced clinically. He had 
come from the stable of the 
National Hospital, Queen 
Square, where he had trained 
under Roger Gflliatt, whose 
reputation for academic accu- 
racy, if sometimes combined 
with an acerbic tongue, occa- 
sionally broke through m 
Hopkins's own manner. 

Bui he continued to climb, 
becoming Physician in Charge 
of the Department of Neuro- 
logical Sciences at Bart’s in 
1976. In clinical neurology, he 
was before his time in many de- 
velopments. He established 
“hub and spoke” links (links be- 
tween the Teaching Hospital 
and District General Hospi- 
tal) in the Ban’s department 
some 15 years before it became 
a term used by the NHS Exec- 
utive and others. He realised not 
only that it improved clinical 
practice and quality of consul- 
tant staff, but that it would be- 
come a necessity for the survival 
of specialised units in a chang- 
ing NHS. We noted, however, 
that Hopkins remained very 
much at the centre of the hub. 

Major clini cal research pro- 
jects followed, in diverse fields, 
as he established a neurologi- 
cal department With Dr Rich- 
ard Greenwood he carried out 
tests studying changes in the re- 
flexes in subjects falling from a 
height, dropping even Edward, 
his infant youngest son. as part 
of his research. 

A perceptive (and quite un- 
:ted)study< 


connected] 


ron theevery- 


Leslie Lowe, music publisher 
bom Bangor, Caernarvonshire 4 
April 1926; married 1948 Babette 
(Bobbi) Bowbridq died Hastings, 
East Sussex 3 March 1997. 


day problem of headaches 
followed. One of the common- 
est symptoms of human beings, 
headaches had been studious- 
ly disregarded by most neurol- 
ogists until Hopkins addressed 
the subject Collaborating with 
sociologists, rather than doctors, 
he measured the size of the 
problem, pointing out the cost 
of 1,600 people per 100,000 con- 
sulting a doctor for headache 
each year, while fewer than 10 
had any serious disease. 

Several, studies on the epi- 
demiology of epilepsy followed, 
..•resulting in the publication of 
Epilepsy (1987). Finally, with Dr 
Elizabeth Davies, he turned to 
the care of patients with ma- 
lignant brain tumours, record- 
ing in meticulous detail tbe 
care which this unfortunate 
group of patients and their 
families actually receive. His 
findings were roundly criticised, 
having irritated the cancer doc- 
tors' establishment, buz he was 
very ready to defend them - and 
his last words on this matter wffl 
be published posthumously. 

One common theme ran 
through these studies. They 
recorded and researched what 
happened, for better or worse, 



Hopkins: Intaflectual crispness 


to patients, in a general popu- 
lation rather than in an ideal 
medical setting. Each, m its way. 
remains a landmark study. 

Whilst he gave a firsi-dass 
clinical opinion, medicine at the 
bedside was not his forte. He 
was able to acknowledge this to 
those dose to him. confessing 
impatience and irritation. It 
was however in bis writing 
about dinical evene that he por- 
txaved a softer side, and one of 
deep human understanding, j 
Clinical Neurology: a modem ap- j 
proach (1993) is an example of , 
economv of style, readability ; 
and clinical wisdom. T 

His mid-consultant career ' 
was marred by some personal 
disappointment. He failed to he 
appointed to the Chair of Med- 
icine at Bart's, and later to Lhe : 
post of Dean of the Medical , 
School, his applications an in- 
dication that be was looking for 
a role as a leader in the pro- 
fession. In an unusual but wise 
move for a clinician in a then 
flourishing hospital, he left 
Bart's in 1988 to become Di- 
rector of tbe Research Unit of 
the Royal College of Ph>-si- 
cfc ns , a post where he could de- 
velop tus interests in Health 
Economics. Clinical Effective- 
ness. Audit and Outcome. He 
soon penetrated the NHS Ex- \ 
ecu five, and sat on seven of its 
advisory groups , though be 
indicated that many colleagues 
there frustrated him because 
“tbev seemed to change their 
minds so often, following 
political fashion”. 

Numerous other appoint- 
ments foDowed, from work with 
the Chief Economist on quali- 
ty and effectiveness measures, 
through a galaxy of Royal Col- 
lege committees, to liaison with 
patient support groups, the ed- 
uorial boards of six journals and 
the King's Fund Centre Com- 
mittee. If these were not 
enough, in addition he managed 
to be the main author of 10 ma- 
jor publications in the last year. 

Those of us who respected his 
intellect found ourselves a life- 
long ally, and one who was ready 
to understand our anxieties, 
and to encourage unusual career 
moves. Hopkins was suspicious 
of the present trend of increas- 
ing clogged specialism and ques- 
tioned the value and the effect 
of cloning specialists who, he ar- 
gued. would have to cany out 
progressively mundane work as 
their numbers increased. 

In the weeks before he died. 
Hopkins was proposed as one 
of eight candidates for Lhe 
forthcoming Presidency of lhe 
Royal College of Physicians. 
Whether he would have suc- 
ceeded remains conjecture, but 
the seven survivors who strive 
for election would do well to 
heed his understanding of 
that savage arena between Gov- 
ernment, health care and the 
medical profession itself. 

To his friends Anthony Hop- 
kins seemed on the threshold of 
a new era. This slighdy gaunt fig- 
ure, with a lifelong ambling gait, 
a shock of dark hair, piercing 
brown eyes and a slight stoop 
was unmistakable. Our friend- 
ship lasted nearly 20 years, but 
for many others he was not an 
easy man, particularly when a 
combination of his intellectual 
crispness and caustic turn of 
phrase clashed with the medical 
establishment ft is hard to cap- 
ture this complex, resolute soul. 

Charles Clarke 

Anthony Philip Hopkins, neurol- 
ogist: bom Poole, Dorset 15 
October 1937; Consultant Neu- 
rologist, St Bartholomew's Hospital 
1972-76, Physician in Guuge, 


ences 1976-88; Director, Research 
Unit, Royal College of Physdans. 
London 1988-97; married 1965 
Elizabeth Wood (three sons); died 
London 7 March 1997. 


Asylum-seeker’s damages claim was barred 


W v Hone Office; Court of Appeal 
(Lord Woolf, Master of (he Rolls. 
Lord Justice Thorpe, Lord Justice 
Waller) 19 February 1997 

Tbe Home Office did not owe 
a duty of care to an asylum- 
seeker. whose detention had 
been unnecessarily protracted 
by the negligence of the immi- 
gration officers responsible for 
interviewing him, so as to en- 
able him to sue the Home Of- 
fice for damages for negligence. 

The Court of Appeal dis- 
missed an appeal by tbe plain- 
tiff. an asylum-seeker from 
Liberia referred to as “W” to 
protect his identity, against a 
preliminary ruling of Sir 
Michael Davies, sitting as a 
High Court judge on 6 June 
1996, in favour of the Home 
Office. 

W daimed that, as a result 
of the negligence of immigra- 
tion officers, he bad wrongful- 
ly been detained pending 
resolution of his asylum claim 
It was alleged that interviews 
of W had been conducted neg- 
ligently and that the (unsatis- 
factory) answers to someone 
else's interview had negligent- 
ly been placed in W*s file, 
causing his detention to be ex- 
tended beyond the date when 
it should have ended. The 
Home Office accepted that er- 
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rots had been made but denied 
liability m negligence. 

Tbe issues raised were (1) 
whether tbe Home Office owed 
W a duty of care: and (2) 
whether, if his detention was in- 
creased by the Home Office's 
negligence, the additional pe- 
riod of detention constituted loss 
or damage in respect of which 
damages could be awarded. 
Nicholas Blake QC and Tim Owen 
(Winstanky Burgess) for W; John 
HaweQ QC and Robin Tam (Treasury 
Solicitor ) for the Home Office. 

Lord Woolf MR, giving a judg- 
ment of the court, said it was 
important to stress that what- 
ever was done by or on behalf 
of the defendant was done 
pursuant to a statutory regu- 
latory scheme for the control 
of immigration into the UK of 
those who had no right to en- 
ter or remain. That scheme was 
contained in the Immigration 
Act 1971. 

It was accepted that, under 
this scheme, individuals re- 
quiring leave to enter enjoyed 
no right or presumption of en- 
titlement to be at large before 
leave was granted. A wide dis- 
cretion was given to immigra- 


tion officers not only whether 
to admit detain or release but 
also in respect of the investi- 
gations they were entitled to 
make. The relevant statutory 
provisions were concerned with 
the giving of authority to detain; 

actual detention was in the 
hands of other persons. 

It was not contested dial die 
plaintiff was lawfully detained 
at all times. Nor was it con- 
tended that an invalid decision 
authorising detention made 
the detention onlawfuL 

The powers given to immi- 
gration officers were quintes- 
sen daily those which were 
enforced by judicial review. 
No cause of action existed giv- 

iflg a Tight tO damaop^ fgj- 

breach of a statutory duty and 
no such breach was alleged. 
■Hie plaintiff sought to rely on 
the ton of negligence, in the 
form of “negligent detention”. 
. ‘The principles to be applied 
in dete rmining whether a duty 
of care arose were well estab- 
lished. For a duty of care to 
arise, there must, inter aha, be 
a relationship of sufficient 

At . 



mere existence of a relationship 
brought about by one party ex- 
ercising a statutory power i«- 
a-iis another was not itself 
sufficient to found pro ximi ty. 

■Hie process whereby a de- 
cision-making body gathered 
information and came to its de- 
cision could not be the subject 
of an action in negligence. It 
sufficed to rely on toe absence 
of the required proximity. 

In gathering information 
and taking it into account the 
defendant's officers were act- 
rag pursuant to their statutory 
powers and wi thin that area 
of their discretion where only 
deliberate abuse would pro- 
vide a private remedy. For 
them to owe a duty of care to 
immigrants would be inconsis- 
tent with the proper perfor- 
mance of their responsibilities 
as immigration officers. 

In the circumstances, it was 
not feir or reasonable to hnpose 
liability for negligence in the 
case of an immigration officer 
performing his public duty. 

The first preliminary issue 
would therefore be answered in 
favour of the Home Office. Tbe 
second point therefore need 
not be decided, but their Lord- 
ships would have decided it In 
the plaintiff’s favour. 


Piol Magratb, Banister 
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Danger: Israeli colonialism at work 


Itru 00 * 0f Jabal Aba Ghneim - 
nar Homa to its militaiy landlords - 
with armour, helicopters and an hon- 
our guard for the bulldozers. Some 

honour: this buflding work is an act of 
colonialism by the Israeli government 

tuned to pay off the political debts of 
the prime minister, Benjamin Netan- 

b^T^l? atS d ° not need to ** 

btdL They do not need to be built on 

8 Pa ^ stl P 1 ^ hillside. And they do not 
need to be built now. 

If there is no violent outbreak this 
week, that wfli be a blessing, for the 
prospect for Middle Ea?t peace 

85 ^ abscnc ® ^ 
bloodshed) is bleaker than for some 

time, it is indeed time for the friends 
of Israel to clarify the extern and the 
nature of our friendship. We saw for 
the existence of the Israeli state within 
secure boundaries and with a right to 
defend itself internally and externally 
against terrorism - yes. But for a pol- 
icy of tin pot imperialism,, contemptu- 
ous of legal process and blinkered in its 
refusal to see that the Palestinian - 
national entity exists. and wfl] have to- 
be recognised - no. 

The more earth is moved and concrete 
laid, the greater the puzzle grows over 
the Netanyahu government’s longer- 
run int e n tion s. Evidently, he hac no use 

fnr Yaeo»r Arafaf uil _je _ 


of Netanyahu’s coalition henchmen talk 
openly about assassinatin g the Palestin- 
ian leader. But what sort of calculation 
can lie behind that threat? 

Construction work at Har Homa is 
only going ahead because Arafat is 
weak._ He has no leverage over the 
Israeli government, but few other but- 
tons to push. He is capable of inciting 
msurrectioii, but mayhem on the streets 
could be dangerous to his position and 
the rule of the Pales tini an Authority. 

The Israeli government, at one and 
the same time, wants to hold Arafat 
responsible while denying him the sup- 
ports that would make his responsibil- 
ity operational. Does Netanyahu, have 
some alternative Palestinian leader up 
his sleeve? Does he really think that 
anarchy - which would surety follow 
Arafat’s disappearance - is going to 
make colonial government any easier? 

Or does he, perhaps, have some 
unannounced model in which the 
Palestinians simply disappear? The 
saga of Jerusalem’s municipal bound- 
aries -.to be chopped, changed and 
gerrymandered at whim - has lately 
shown how unwelcome the Netanyahu ' 
coalition finds the idea erf assimilation. 
Too often it seems as if he and bis even 
less attractive coalition partners dream 
of the West Bank, even those densely 
populated Arab suburbs of Old 
Jerusalem, as terra nulliits, their inhab- 
itants a tribe of ghosts to be wished 
away, decimated ... exterminated? 
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That is a loaded word. But suppose, 
for the sake of argument, the Pales- 
tinian population were to turn over- 
night into peace-loving and harmless 
folk: Israel would still be overturning 
their legal claims to place and property. 

Because he has nowhere else to go. 
Arafat may be persuaded to swallow Har 
Homa and continue talking, fait 
accompli During his visit last week. King 
Hussein hinted at trade-offs: an airport 
for Gaza, release of prisoners, better 
connections between the autonomously 
administered West Bank areas and 
Gaza. Formally, these are, of course, 
points contained within the existing 


Israeli-Palestinian Interim Agreement: 
from the Palestinian point of view, Israel 
is already committed, and cannot bran- 
dish them as a sweetener. 

But, a brighter light in a dark land- 
scape, King Hussein may have a con- 
tinuing role to play as honest broker. 
In the aftermath of the revolting killing 
of Israeli girls in the Jordan Valiev, his 
demeanour impressed all sides. ScC too, 
did the Israeli response. Surely there 
was a lesson in those dealings after the 
deaths - that inter-state relationships 
can survive, perhaps be strengthened, 
by cool heads after the actions of the 
maddened and the maniac. Does not 


that, too, point towards the basic need 
for Israel to aid the creation of a 
Palestinian state? 

Recently Arafat was in Washington 
DC. His Visit came within days of 
Netanyahu’s arrival in Moscow. How 
the world has turned since the days 
when Middle East relationships could 
be mapped on a Cold V&r grid. But the 
United States still stands alone as 
friend of the Israeli government, as it 
did when the United Nations voted on 
Har Homa. There are reasons for that 
kind of vote, above and beyond domes- 
tic US political affiliations ... it would 
be impermissibly naive to exonerate 
UN General Assembly discussions 
from the taint of hypocrity and all 
manner of fellow travelling. 

Non-action at the UN would matter 
a lot less if. in other forums, the United 
States were pushing the Netanyahu 
government in the right direction. But 
since the exertions of President Clin- 
ton’s special envoy Dennis Ross, which 
led to the Israeli decision to stick with 
the withdrawal from the centre of 
Hebron, inertia seems to have set in. 

It is nearly II months since Netan- 
yahu took office. Like many passion- 
ate philo-Se mites, this newspaper shud- 
dered a little when he arrived. We fear 
we were right. He is embroiled in alle- 
gations of personal corruption; his 
political position often seems to con- 
sist of little more than continuous and 
unnecessary concessions to a right 


wing which needs him more than vice 
versa. He hangs on. Now Israel's 
friends must hope that the parliamen- 
tary hold of the coalition weakens fur- 
ther. and in subsequent elections Israeli 
voters are given the chance to think 
again. A national coalition involving 
Labour would necessarily seek to rerive 
the pathway opened "by the Oslo 
Accords, based on withdrawal from the 
West Bank. This commitment leads 
towards a safer furure. The construc- 
tion work at Har Homa destroys it. 


Ken Clarke’s 
bad hair day 

O ur world Has been shaken. Our 
deepest political convictions have 
been rocked. The election has barely 
started and yet this newspaper is gasp- 
ing with shock, trembling on a shaken 
planet. Kenneth Clarke, whom we sup- 
port as an honest man. a bad dresser 
and a good egg has been seen in the 
Commons with strange hair. A cursory 
glance suggests it has been blow-dried. 
Loath though we are even to discuss the 
matter in a family paper, there are those 
who think it has been, well, dyed. 

Ken, say it isn't true. Voters need 
some unchanging truths to hold on to. 
And the Chancellor's wholly' admirable 
siobbishness is one of them. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Schools plight 
shows tax cut 
hypocrisy 

Sir Now that the Prime Minister 
has finally confirmed 1 May as the 
date for the general election, we 
will hear many assurances from the 
Conservative and Labour parties 
about their commitment to 
education. 

I have just received my 
statement of council tax due next 
year. This was accompanied by a 
leaflet setting but the spending 
plans of the council This revealed 
that the council is planning a cut in 
the education budget. 

Apparently, the reason's that 
the amount of grant the council 
receive from central government 
has been cut fallowing the lp 
reduction in the bask rate of 
income tax announced in the 
Budget. Despite an increase in the 
rate of council tax, the county 
councQ has had to cut services 
across the board, including 
education. 

Before Conservatives start 
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they should register that I live in 
Buckinghamshire, the last county 
councfl still controlled by the 
Conservatives. Before Labour 
supporters start gening smug, they 
should realise that this state of 
affairs fans been caused by an income 
tax cut that they fixity support. 

Whde I am now too cynical to 
expect the electorate to wake up 
and vote for the only party that has 
made a real commitment to 
Britain's future with its pledges on 
education. I can only hope that the 
Conservative and Labour parties 
stop sounding off about their 
supposed commitment to education 
and admit that they are onfy 
interested in hying to buy our votes. 
BILL COLLETT 

Great Missenden, Buckinghamshire 

Sir I choose to pay high taxes. 

Why? I value the freedom my four- 
year-old son has to play in 
complete safety. I value being able 
to walk down the streets without 
feeling guilty at seeing the 
homeless and the poor. 

1 value being able to leave my 
front door unlocked, to waft: 
without fear along the street at 
night, to know that when my son 
starts school he will be in a dass of 
less than 30 with two, maybe three 

teachers. I find the money paid in 
taxes a very small price to pay for 

such a quality of Ine. . ' 

The country I now choose to uve 
in? Sweden. ' . ! 

FferhapS, with all the etefton 
promises of low tax bills, it is useful 
to remember whar the choice could 
be. Quality of life, or a little more 
money to survive the difficulties 
with? 

FELICITY LING 

Luled, Sweden 

Sir: Now (hat the general election 
has finally been called- we will be 

subjected to the usual barrage of 

tedious party political 
electioneering over the nen &x- 
and-a-half weeks- 1 suggest an 
alternative to our current method 
of parliamentary election, widen 
leads to short-term- cyclical five- 
year policies, and cynical 
manipulation Of the economy in | 

the run-up to a general election. j 
By s tagge ring the election oi 

evety member of parliament m _ I 

weekly intervals it is possible to ne 
continuously electing the cuijent j 

government, with the term of office j 
dictated only fay party majority- j 

By having, say, three by-ckctmns j 

every week we would have the j 

equivalent of a general . I 

every four years (assuming dm 
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seats), but without the wasteful 
hype, advertising and economic 
manipulation that our current 
election system induces. The 
Commons majority of a given party 
could be reviewed monthly. 

This mechanism would provide 
ongoing feedback to the governing 
party of the nation's opinion of its 
performance, and allow 
government to look to the long- 
term benefit of the country. 

C2JVE SKINNER 
Bristol 

Sir: By 6.15 this evening [Monday] I 
had bad enough of the election 
coverage. Is this a record? 

Dr MICHAEL HOWAKTH 
London SW19 

Train ban on 
breast-feeding 

Sin Recently, travelling on the 
Rugfey-to-London Intercity train, 

sine* taken over by Virgin West 
Coast, I discreetly began 
breast-feeding my crying, hungry 
baby. 

I -was immediately approached 
by a member of British Rail staff 

and told that either I stopped, or I 
would be put off the train atthe 
next stop, when I protested that 
the baby was hungry, I was told that 
breast-feeding was upsetting the 
other passengers in the carriage. 

I felt intimidated andhumifiated 
bv the ticket collector. Most 
multiple stores in this country have 
recognised the needs of mothers 
and babies, and have in place 
policies which allow them to 
breast-feed in public and private 
areas. 

Mrs H JOHNSON 
OrpmffOU&nt 
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Why doctors are 
so stressed 

Sir: W Alexander (letter, 17 
March) has identified one 
pertinent aspect of the incipient 
NHS medical manpower crisis. At 
the bottom of all this is the fact that 
the old-style NHS medical staffing 
structure is no longer sustainable. 

Even in the 15 years since I 
qualified, technical advances and 
rightly raised patient expectations 
mean that even a well-trained 
house officer or senior house 
officer cannot possibly manage 
medical and surgical emergencies 
until the consultant makes his ward 
round. 

Many other factors, in particular 
the consequent intensity of work, 
have driven all doctors to move 
towards sustainable patterns of 
working. It is becoming rarer for 
consultants in hard-pressed 
specialties to do whole series of 
days on call and GPs have been 
forced to resort to oul-of-hours 
centres etc. 

As Paddy Ashdown has pointed 
out in relation to education, if the 
people want quality services they 
wiU nave to pay for them. Health 
care isuo exception. 
DxEVANABAYTON 
Senior Registrar in Accident and 
Emergency Medicine 
Warrington Hospital NHS Trust 

Sir. A paper in the British Medical 
Journal recently pointed out that it 
is desirable that emergency care is 
not delivered by doctors who are 
chromodfy shore of sleep. I hope 




this is not controversial. 

It is desirable that trained 
specialists provide as high a 
proportion of medical care in 
hospital as can be arranged. 

Training doctors well takes less 
time than training them badly. 

Once well trained, they can work as 
autonomous specialists. 

One of the perverse incentives of 
the past was that it was cheaper to 
load duties on to junior doctors 
than to employ other people to do 
them. This is now vanishing, and 
medical training and patient care 
are improving as a result 

The massive expansion of the 
hospital management structure, 
dealing almost solely with the 
alleged internal market, is also 
funded out of the total NHS 
coffers. It is a better target for 
redistribution than Lhe changes in 
medical staffing and training which 
are necessary to respond to 
changes in society and medicine. 

Dr ADRIAN MTOGLEY 
Chairman, Exeter Division 
British Medical Association 
Exeter 

Cancel bypass 

Sin Steven Norris, until recently a 
junior minister in the Department 
offransport, has admitted that the 
Newbury bypass was a mistake. 

Only a small part of the cost, 
originally estimated at £ 100m but 
certain to be far more than that, has 
so far been spent. No irreparable 
damage has yet been done. This 
scheme should be cancelled. 
STEPHEN PLOWDEN ! 

London NW1 
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Ministers back 
good buildings 

Sir: Z do think Jonathan Glancey. in 
his article “Parliamentary interest 
in building? Never!" (7 March) is 
unfair in ignoring Lhe 
Government's efforts to improve 
standards of architecture, 
particularly in the public sector. 

His reference to the recent 
debate in the House of Commons 
j includes not a single word of the 
Government s contribution, lain 
Sproau replying for the 
Government, affirmed our 
commitment to raising 
architectural standards. He 
recognised successes and failures, 
identified problems and made 
suggestions for addressing them. 

Virginia Bortomley and I have 
had a Dumber of discussions with 
leading architects, as well as with 
our colleagues in government, to 
consider how we can improve the 
quality of our buildings. John 
Gumraer's enthusiasm has been 
evident in his initiative “Quality in 
Town and Country". 

The Department of National 
Herititge/Departmeni of the 
Environment advice on promoting 
and organising architectural 
competitions nas been warmly 
welcomed. Competitions have 
become more popular and are 
taking on new importance to meet 
the great requirement for new 
buildings being driven by the 
National Lottery. 

A number of options for a 
National CenLre for Architecture 
and what role it might play are 
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examined in a report we 
commissioned and are circulating. 

The Royal Armouries Museum 
in Leeds, a Private Finance 
Initiative project supported by this 
department, has received 
accolades. Later this year we shall 
publish guidance to ensure that PFI 
lakes good architecture into 
account. 

As Jonathan Glancey says, 
architecture frames most of our 
Jives for much of the rime. Neither 
public nor private developers 
always get it right. But to ignore the 
efforts we are making to encourage 
good architecture does no service 
to the cause of bettering 
architecture and design in Britain, 
which we are both anxious to 
promote. 

Lord INGLEWOOD 
Undersecretary of State 
Department of National Heritage 
London 5M7 


Spice wrack 

Sin Two resounding Bronx cheers 
to Peter Popham (“The teenies 
vote for snog ‘n‘ run". 12 March). 
The Toys recorded “A Lover's 
Concerto", not "Symphony for 
Love". Far worse, how could he 
trace the history of girl groups 
without even mentioning the 
Shangri-las? Mistresses of teen 
angst, they are without rival as the 
greatest girl group in pop history 
and would chew up and spit out 
Geri Halliwell and Co before 
breakfast. Any two lines from 
"Give Him a Great Big Kiss" 
could blow the entire Spice canon 
out of the water. "When 1 say I’m 
in love, you best believe I’m in 
Love- L-U-V!" 

GUY PIERCE 

London SE25 1 


Small abattoirs 
less frightening 

Sir: Rulings from Brussels on the 
slaughter of food animals 
("Abattoir animals deserve belter", 
letter. 17 March) were too 
rigorously enforced in our country 
by the Ministry of Agriculture. 
Fisheries and Food, forcing small 
abattoirs out of business. 

Animals arc now sent on much 
longer journeys to very noisy, 
rapid-production, less caring, huge 
Ell-approved abattoirs. No wonder 
the poor creatures are scared, and 
all supposedly in the name of 
improved hygiene standards. 

Not only has this government 
caused a Jot of extra, unnecessary 
stress for animals going to 
slaughter, it has also caused a lot of 
stress for owners of small abattoirs 
and their now redundant workers. 
BRENDA BUCK 
j Leeds 

Sir. Frances Hardwick may be 
interested to know that there is a 
mobile abattoir working on ray 
farm at present. It is available to 
travel to the animals, rather than 
transporting them miles and miles 
in filth and stress to some huge 
factory. 

PAULLYSLEY 
Castle Combe. Wiltshire 


Liverpool faces 
up to harsh facts 

Sir. On the day after the latest 
Liverpudlian received ;i 
knighthood. Evelyn Ross (letter. 13 
March)casrigazcs Paul Variety for 
allowing Liverpudlians to "enjoy 
and promote their cosy self-image 
of brave loser and victim" in his 
perceptive article “Hidden virtues 
of loser-friendly Liverpool" 1 1 1 
March). 

Paul Vallelv's article was about 
how the city has survived in the face 
of adversity. 1 witness this cveiy day 
of my life in the school and 
university where 1 teach, and 
among audiences 1 perform to as a 
musician. It is. I assure you. a city 
which very much has had to face 
the "harsh realities of modem life”. 
GERALD MURPHY 
Liverpool 

Sir Evelyn Ross (letter. 13 March) 
is entitled to her opinion, but to say 
of Liverpool. “Heaven help anyone 
who is neither Catholic nor 
working class" is insulting and 
wrong. We are Irish Catholic and 
working dass. .And proud of it. 
JAMES KENNEDY 
Liverpool 


Dap that! 

Sir: As an expat Cardiffian I am 
enjoying your correspondence an 
Welsh dialects. I only differ from R 
Pugh ( IS March) in (hat in our 
household "to dap down" was to 

place an item anywhere.prorem. 

The meaning of “dap” as a 
plimsoU reminds me of a childish 
joke, circa 1 950. which we thought 
screamingly funny. 

Question: What's the fastest thine 
in the world? 

Answer. Diarrhoea with daps on 
Boom-boom. 

LINDA RYMEN 

Moreioniu-Marsh, Gloucestershire 

Sin The word “dap" (letter, 18 
March) waswell known to ' 
schoolboys in Bath, Somerset, 
during lhe Second World War. You 
got the dap on your rear end if you 
forgot to bring your gas mask to 
school. 

JOHN GORDON 

Ripon. North Yorkshire 
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he ciiizens of Europe 
should be happy that 
a man of Bryan Cas- 
sidy's calibre is rep- 
resenting iheir 


..democratic interests. Al least, 
that's what Mr Cassidy thinks. 
Member ol the European Par- 
h'amcni for Dorset and East 
Devon, he believes that, in 
return for all his hard work. 
Europe owes him a good living. 
Mr C assidy is currently insisting 
that the taxpayer should give 
him £315. the cost of one day's 
.pheasant shooting. which he 
“sacrificed" in order to ltj\ el to 
. Bekirus as an ELI election mon- 
itor. "Of course I should be 
reimbursed." he splutters indig- 
- namlv over a whiskv. after a dav 


stomping the corridors of the 


Strasbourg Palais. “Of course 
. you should." says his colleague. 
Eduard McMillan-Scott ( North 
Yorkshire. Con). - You know 
. what the Dutch are saying about 
, you. Bryan ... That you've been 
shooting peasants." 

“1 was pressed to Belarus at 
the very last minute.” continues 
Mr Cassidy. “And bloody cold 
and miserable it was. too. You 
would have asked for your 
money back if you'd had to can- 
cel a holiday due to work." 
Cheeks pinkening. Mr Cassidy 
t ex- Army, ex-pu blishing-exec ) 
doesn't pause for long to worry 
about what his constituents 
would think about his attitude. 
The ME P's 'subsistence allow- 
ance” of El SO a day is barely 
enough "for two” (his wife. 
Gillian, is hi> assistant) to enjoy 
a meal al La Mnison du CYgne. 
he says, citing the most expens- 
ive restaurant in Brussels. 

"1 Jon't see why we should 
have anything but the best. I 
don't care what the majority of 
"my constituents can afford. 1 
•compare myself to people eam- 
■ mg salaries of seven figures.” he 
explains. Anyway, the Belarus 
elect um was “fixed”, says the 
MEP. who scraped into his seat 
. with a 2.000 majority after a 38 

• per cent turn ouL so he should 
•.know all about democracy. 

Mr Cassidy only has to glance 

• ml of the window to sec pillars 
of European democracy being 

-.erected all around him". Here, 
twinkling in the evening light, 
the parliament's brand-new 
Strasbourg Palais is taking 
shape, at a cost of G30m. 
Meanwhile, in Brussels, another 
' parliament building is also near- 
ing completion, at a cost of 
nearer EfoOm. The total cost to 
the tax-paver is about £lbn. 

•. Al the EU’s Amsterdam 
summit in June, member states 
.will decide to pool more pow- 
ers in several crucial areas. In 
IW economic and monetary 
.•union Is scheduled to start, the 
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Q: What could this building in 

Strasbourg be? 

A: Another pleasure palace 

for our MEPs 


by Sarah Helm in Strasbourg 


single largest act of European 
integration since the founding 
of the union. And early in the 
next millennium, enlargement 
to bring in Europe's eastern 
neighbours will begin. Given 
these events, Europe’s leader- 
ship is under stronger pressure 
than ever to win the support of 
its citizens, to counter spread- 
ing Euro-scepticism, and to 
prove that the union is account- 
able to its citizens through a 
credible parliament. 

To watch the cranes lurching 
through the sky above Brussels 
and Strasbourg one might think 
that Europe was responding to 
these challenges by building 
representative government on a 
grand scale. The truth is. how- 


ever. that new buildings only 
highlight the impotence of the 
institution. The shimmering 
masses on the Brussels and 
Strasbourg skylines just sym- 
bolise the waste caused- as 
MEPs try to lay a claim to 
power by building facts on the 
ground on a breathtaking scale. 

The credibility of the parlia- 
ment has always been under- 
mined by treaty requirements, 
which have obliged it to oper- 
ate from three centres. Under 
a deal carved up by member 
states, the parliament's plenary 
meetings must be held in Stras- 
bourg. a city on the Franco- 
German border which the 
French, in particular, insist has 
everlasting symbolic value. The 
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administration is in Luxem- 
bourg, while most ordinary parl- 
iamentary business is carried 
out in Brussels. 

Many believe that dismem- 
bering the parliament is a delib- 
erate ploy by member states to 
prevent the institution gaining 
real clout -clout that could lead 
to creating a truly federal body 
that would undermine the 
authority of national parlia- 
ments. Over the years member 
states have reluctantly allowed 
the parliament to amend some 
EU legislation. But MEPs' abil- 
ity to influence important pol- 
icy moves is virtually nil. 

For its part, the parliament 
has long understood that if it 
wants to acquire real power 
and influence it must extract 
itself from Strasbourg and build 
a permanent base in Brussels, 
alongside the other EU institu- 
tions. To this end, the body 
assigned itself the funds to sign 
a 27-year lease on a parliament 
complex in Brussels which is 
now nearing completion. 

The budding was designed as 
a conference centre and is in 
many ways unsuitable as a par- 
liament. The Brussels regional 
authority is reeling at the traf- 
fic implications of the new 
building and is refusing to allow 
the parliament's demand of 
2300 car parking places, saying 
the limit is 900. The parliament 


says it wants to be “closer to the 
citizens” bat blight around the 
Brussels edifice shows that 
citizens are moving -. away cn, 
masse. Nevertheless; MEPs 
remain committed to iheir 
Brussels home, despite the fact i 
that every month they must-up 
sticks and travel down to Stras- 
bourg for their plenary. The 
parliament's 3,400 administra- 
tive staff join the monthly trav- 
elling circus and head to the 
Strasbourg session too. Because 
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the existing Strasbourg building 
is expected to be too small for 
meetings after enlargement, the 
parliament ,xs budding itself a 
second brand-new palace here 
too, au- . • ' ..v.., 

.• ■ As MEPs gathered for last 
week's Strasbourg session, fog 
was causing chans al airports 
and Strasbourg Gty Council 
(keen as ever to keep the 
money-spinning institution) 
sent out fleets of chauffeur- 
driven cars to meet MEPs 
diverted to fog-free airports. 
“Let's see, I left home at 9am 
and flew from Stansted to Ams- 
terdam and then on to Stuttgart 
where I had to get a car,” says 
Robert Sturdy, member for 
Cambridgeshire. “The car was 
late and I finally got here at 
6pm." 

By midday on Tuesday, the 
circus transfer was almost com- 
plete. Thinks carrying papers 
and equipment down from 
Brussels were unpacked and 
dumped outside members' 
offices in Strasbourg, as corri- 
dors took on the appearance of 
a boarding school at die begin- 
ning of term. Outside a Belgian 
national front MEP stood be- 
fore a TV camera arguing for 
repatriation of all immigrants, 
while inside the chamber, banks 
of interpreters were interpret- 
ing a contribution from Ken 
Collins (Strathclyde East) to the 


effect that Dolly was a “very 


her any of the week's 
proceedings would appear in 
the newspapers w^' unclear. 

Sinwriie p ariiamenf han ll L fy) afr. 
taking real punitive action aver . 
the beef d 6b §de, journalists 


have lost interest “Dolly, dolly. 
Who wants the Dolly vote?" 
cried a press officer across the 
virtually real press room. 

There are CD-Roms on the 
IGC and video clips on MEPs. 
More than 110 permanent staff 
are employed keeping journal- 
ists informed of every develop- 
ment Meanwhile, technicians 
are transmitting to Europe by 
satellite. Is anyone watching? 

Journalists enjoyed the “sign 
on and sod off" story, but word 
is tbat the parliament’s inquiry 
into expenses will be a white- 
wash. With salary and allow- 
ances, a British member can 
expect to take home about 
£70,000 net -about £100^)00 net 
if he or she puts a famfly mem- 
ber on the payroll, as Mr Cas- 
sidy does. 

MEPs (whose register of 
interests is voluntary) earn 
unspecified additional sums as 
an advisers to outside bodies. 
Mr Cassidy, who painstakingly 
declares his numerous interests, 
represents Union Carbide 
(which gave os Bhopal) and also 
trains lobbyists on how to lobby 


MEft like hiraselt “I sec fram- 
ing lobbyists as part of my job" 

he asserts proudly. 

The rumpus on Wednesday 
did capture some media atten- 
tian. Leaders of the 3,100 Bel- - ' 
gian car workers, sacked by 
Renault, had come to hear bow 
MEPs planned to back their 
case and reaffirm the “Euro- 
pean social model”. 

“Next thing is, weU have 
blofce$mjadd»otswi&tonmjy- 
guns up there in the gaiter^** 
said Roy Peny, the Tbty MEP 
As the workers passed through 
the fcyer a choir of Greek cler- 
ics strode vp a Gregorian chant 

"The chairman is a Com- 
munist,' added Mr Peny, as if 
to insult Antoni Gutierrez Diaz, 
a Spanish post-Communist, 
who bears the scars of Franco’s 
torturers on his neck. “Wfe can- 
not open op the parliament , f,- . 
l&e tins -the next thing is wen » • 
have them abseiling down into 

the chamber or marauding into 

the partiamezzt building- itU be 
just Hire Albania. It’ll be m ob 
rule,” said the British MEFs, as 
TV monitors all over the build- 
ing showed gangs of Renault 
workers marauding around the 

parliament building, declaring: 

“Capitalist Europe. Parliament 
for the rich". 

“Don’t be too hard cm us," 
says Alan Donnelly, member 
for Tyne and Wear. “It is de- 
moralising fen* thoselrying to do 
good work to read how rid- 
iculous this, place is in the 
press." Many MEPs assiduously 
scr utinise EU legislation and 
1,000 parliamentary amend- 
ments have found their way on 
to the statute books. The par- g 
Lament has achieved much in v 
the field of emission standards, 
car crash safety and technical 
stands for lift harmonisation to 
aid die handicapped. “I would 
put my main achievement as ... 
lettuces," says Robert Sturdy. 

Otto Von Habsburg, an MEP 
from Bararia^md son of the last 
Habsburg emperor, points out 
that the parliament is as yet 
“young” - the empire of his 
forefathers evolved over 600 
-years.. . • 

Eveil flie carryings-on of men 
sutinus'JiqazL Cassidy could, 
.perhaps* be ^viewed, as some- 
what trivial During the Renault 
protest Mr Cassidy Was seen by 
Labour MEPs gesturing to the 
public gaDeiy “m an obscene, 
threatening and provocative 
manner in the international . 
language of get stuffed”. But 
one might find such behaviour 
in Westminster, too. 

It is the member states, 
rather than the parliament, that 
should be blamed for allowing 
the erection of two such massive 
white elephants. Britain com- 
of Euro ^Vaste” more 


than any country, but 
led for a pen 


it has never called for a perma- 
nent parliamentary home. If 
Europe’s leaders were to give 
the European Parliament real 
power, they and the citizens 
mig h t find that -MEPs behaved 
with real discipline. Yet there is 
no sign that member states will 
throw anything other than 
scraps of newpowers to the par- 
liament at the summit in 
Amsterdam. . Governments 
which stand paralysed before 
the“democrafic deficit” should 
recall that rot can eventually 
bring whole palaces tumbling 
down. 
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Away from the election, a breath of fresh air 


O ur pledge: This 

col am d is guaranteed 
absolutely free from 
any mention of the genera) 
election. Except just then, of 
course. Thank you. 

Today nv bring you a story 
for our times, a tale of 
personal values, of care for 
hygiene and yet of ultimately 
hopeless insecurity. It is post- 
modernist yet timeless, 
antique yet timely ... 

A reader writes: Oh, for 
heaven's sake - get on with it! 

Fair enough. Here tve go 
then with a short story 
entitled “ Bad Breath' Blues". 

It was rather odd that Bill 
Blunkett should worry about 
having bad breath, as he had 
taken so many other 
precautions about his 
personal hygiene. He had 
eliminated dandruff from 
his head and shoulders, he 
had made sure that nasal 
hair was trimmed with 
military precision, and he 
had even mastered the 
golden rule of after-shave 
lotion. 

i The golden rule of after- 
shave lotion, if you are 
interested, is that putting too 
much on is worse than 
putting none on, and that if 
all those men who go round 


smelling like an explosion in 
a perfume factory realised 
how they spread 
asphyxiation, the after-shave 
lotion industry would 
plummet.) 

But still Bill Blunkett 
worried that he might have 
bad breath. 

This was because he had 
once read that you can never 
smell your own breath, m 
the same way that you can 
never hear your own snoring 
or see yourself from behind. 
You are so used to your own 
smell that it cannot impinge 
on you, and therefore 
everyone who has bad breath 
thinks he has acceptable 
breath. 

The same is true of people 
who have acceptable breath. 

So you never know if you 
have bad breath or not. 

Bill Blunkett sometimes 
tried breathing into his own 
cupped hand and then 
sniffing quickly to see if he 
could calch the odour of his 
own respiration. It was 
useless. All he could smell 
was the warm, slightly 
sweaty smell of his own 
hand. This was all done in 
strict privacy, of course, as 
indeed was the experiment 
when he breathed into a 



Miles 

Kington 


paper bag and sealed it up, 
then later bad a s niff. 

It smelt of paper bag. 

Which is what you would 
expect if you bad bad breath 
to which you were already 
accustomed. 

It drove Bill Blunkett : 
barmy. 

There was nobody he 
could ask. 

He bad a wife and two 
children, of course, and 
several score colleagues, but 
they were precisely the 
people who would have to 
pit up with his bad breath (if 
he had it) and who could not 


• be trusted to give an honest 
or unmafidous answer. 

He could see the dialogue 
in advance. 

Him: “Darling, do I ever 
have bad breath?” 

Hen “No, not really. 
Except when yon have been, 
drinking, or eating, or 
smoking, or chewing gum.™ 

Or perhaps more like 
this... • 

Him: “Darling do I ever 
have bad breath?" 

Her: “Never mind about 
that - have you booked the 
car in for its service yet?" 

There are some things you. 
can never consult intimate 
friends and relations about — 
such things as sexual 
problems, table manners, (he 
technique of tying a bow-tie, 
ample spellings, and how to 
dnve better, and bad breath 
is one of these. Far better to 
consult a complete stranger. 

And that is exactly what 

Bill Blunkett did. 

With acourage he hardly 
knew he possessed, he one 
day leant forward on the tram 
toa tail strange man who was 
about to get out at the next 
stop (Leeds) and said, “May! 

ask you a favour? Does my 

breath smell?" and breathed 
over him. 


“Not specially," said the 
man, and got onL , . - 

The quality of Bill 
Bhmkett's life soared after 
that. .He had.it bn 
unimpeachable, unbiased 
authority that his breath was 
OK! A completely impartial 
arbiter had told turn that 
halitosis was not a danger! 
You should have seen his 
social poise increase and his 
courage at parlies and ■. 
dinners take him through . 
previously uncharted 
waters. 

It even affected his work, 
m tbat his increased 
confidence gave him a more, 
dynamic attitude and he 

soon won promotion, and 
was relocated to a senior 
position in Yorkshire. 

The first day he 

encountered his new boss, 
he' thought he recognised 
him. So did his new boss. - 
“My God" said his new. 
boss, without thinking. “It's 
- the. man on.the train with, 
the horrible breath!” . 

It.wasat this point that 
Bill Bhmkett’s life toot a 
decided denratexnagain.- 
Not a pretty story,. 
afraid, but it took your mind 
off the election for Jive . 
minutes, didn’t it? . 
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It is hard to play 



there are none left 


T ony Blair invoked the 
T-word, trust, yesterday, 
seelcnjg to place trust at 
me core of the election cam- 
paign. He is tight, of course, 
because politicians rank alone- 
side, ahem, journalists at the 
bottom of the trust league. 
That perception of pofitiaans 
is corrosive to democracy, and 
anything that can counter it 
must be helpfuL 
But the issue is bigger than 
just hoping that politicians 
seeking election will do what 
they say. It is about pu Wic ser- 
vice in general as well as poli- 
tics, for remember -that the 
government is a thin crust of a' 
few score politicians atop a 
mountain of public servants. 
And it is not just about thenar- 
raw, if enormously impor tant ; 
issue of trust; ft is also about 
the wider one of ethics, the 
E-word, the behavioural stan- 
dard of governments 
Of course for all the talk of 
“sleaze” Britain is by no m»*ang 
alone in its worries. Concents 
about possible falling ethical 
standards are surfacing 
throughout the developed 
world -They are evident in the 
US, throughout continental 
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things of 
government 


some prominent person 
somewhere in the world being 
forced to resign because of some ethical short- 
fall. If they themselves bave not done anything 
wrong, they are forced to resign because of the 
fellings of some of their staff. And if they don’t 


that so many Tbry ministers have tried to cKng 
on has heightened our perception that they are 
a sleazy bunch. Wiit a couple of years after the 
election and the new lotwQl be busy resigning 
too. Wty? 

This is not a people problem: People are 
people are people. While there will always be 
wrong ’uns m every walk of life there is ho evi- 
dence that they are more now than they used 
to be. It is a systemprobtem, for we are all ask- 
ing new and differed things of government. 

A group at the OECD in Paris has been 
studying the problem and lias produced some 
guidelines on how to. manage government 
ethics. Any new and inexperienced government 
would be well advised to read them. 


service to 

public demands. If you don't 
sometimes fail, you are not try- 
ing anything new. I have always 
liked the story about a rising 
young executive in a US 
manufa c turing company who 
was in charge of putting in a 
new S8m computer system. It 
was a disaster and the whole 
cost had to be written off. He 
padded in to the chief executive 
and offered to resign 
“Absolutely not," said his boss. 
“We have just spent $8m 
putting you through an 
extremely expensive manage- 
ment training course on com- 
puter installation and we cer- 
tainly don’t want you taking 
that expertise off to a com- 
petitor. You stay here and make 
sure that we never make t hat 
sort of mistake again." 

You see the point. The public 
service ethos is completely 
different. A minister whose 
department screws up has first 
to try to pretend that (so to 
speak) the beef burgers are 
perfectly all right; and then 
when they aren't, leave it to 
some other poor so-and-so to 
carry the can five years later. 

As the:. OECD points out, it 
is in the area of ethics that the 
tensions are most evident 
between the old rule-book 
approach to public administra- 
tion. and the new innovative, risk-taking one. 
“If there is too much control,” ft points out. 
“nothing will get done; but if there is too lit- 
tle control the wrong things will get done." 

So there has to be a trade-off between a sys- 
tem which adds administrative cost by “trying 
to catch every misdeed, minor misdemeanour 
or actual corruption, versus the political costs 
of allowing some mistakes to occur". 

Sp what do you do? The OECD public 
management group has drawn up an “ethics 
infrastructure* to by to promote ethical pub- 
lic behaviour. Key elements are: 

- Political commitment; politicians saying 
they are important and setting an example. 

—Legal framework: laws that set standards 
and enforce them. 

. - Accountability: audits, performance eval- 
uation, codes of conduct: statements of values, 
roles, obligations. 

. -'Education and training: supportive pub- 


This is 
asystem 
problem. 
We are all 
asking 
different 


The core of the OECD argument is that the iticservice conditions: decent pay and security, 
business of government has changpdradicaliy Ethics- co-ordination: to make sure sunj- 

over the past few years. Ir used to be adminis- far standards of conduct apply aaoss the boaiti. 
tration of a set of pre-established roles. . i - Civic society: a culture which acts as a 
Provided the rules were followed, public watchdog over government activities, 
servants were free from attack;. for 'they had ■ AD this may sound self-evident - no one is 
done what they had been told to fax the Sir going to sty that it is a bad thing to have 


Humphry school of management. But that 
system created obvious inefficiencies, andpeo- 


unresjxmave to their needs. So “beepypurnose 


dean was replaced ty “show some initiative' 
A scries of private sector distipliDcswas incor- 
porated requiring people in government ser- 
vices to respond to what customers wanted. 

The trouble is, if you ask people to show 
initiative they will make mistakes. Indeed 
making mistakes is part of the fearomg process 
that the private sector goes through is seeking 


accountability fbrpeopie in public service -but 
-the fact that it needs to be said itself speaks 
volumes. Voters dearly do not trust govern- 
ments, or politicians like Tbny Blair would not 
bang that to the top of their agendas, ft is inter- 
esting that political commitment is number one 
on the OECD list But saying that is the easy 
. bit. The hard bit comes when a government 
makes a mistake. Does it admit it and learn 
from it? Are we mature enough to accept and 
respect that honesty? Or wiD be just carry on 
jeering while they bluster? 


The Scotsman’s home 


rule hand-grenade 


T he Sun is not the 
only paper to have 
made news by 
changing course in 
the opening days of 
the election campaign. The 
Scotsman has just lobbed a 
small hand-grenade into the 
Labour establishment by argu- 
ing that for home rule to work, 
Scottish MPs must new lose the 
right to vote on English affairs 
at Westminster. 

The Scotsman is to middle- 
class Labour in Scotland what 
The Sun has been to blue-col- 
lar southern Toryism. It has 
been more sophisticated, more 
veiled, but scarcely less depend- 


by Andrew Marr 


able. Its gloriously turreted and 
eafed Edint 


gold-leafed Edinburgh offices 
have been the bastion, the 
unstormable citadel, of leftish 
Scottish home role. (I know. I 
carried a spear there once.) So 
this questioning of the ortho- 
doxy from deep inside the belly 
of the temple is, at the veiy 
least, an occasion for pursed 
lips and muttered tsks. 

The Scotsman's rudery 
comes at an interesting 
moment It says it requires an 
answer, in the name of honesty 
and fair play, to the “West 
Lothian Question" - in other 
words, once power has been 
devolved to a Scottish or \felsh 
assembly, why should the Eng- 
lish tolerate Celtic involvement 
in their domestic affairs? 

The Question, almost 
Arthurian in its significance, 
was named after the West Loth- 
ian MP, Thm DalyeD, who asked 
it persistently in the House of 
Commons in the late Seventies. 
But it is the oldest Unionist 
testion of all, which came 



lion, then the paper is wcil 
down ihe path to Scottish inde- 
pendence. Is that what it really 
wants? Or is this, as appalled 
Labour devolutionists think, a 
hurdle which is meant to be too 
high for Tbny Blair to jump - 
and therefore a way of justify- 
ing an anti-devolution conclu- 
sion? Everyone knows how 
dependent even New Labour 
may be on Scottish votes. 

Is The Scotsman, therefore, 
covertly demanding a choice 
between the Tories and the 
SNP? That suspicion is 


strengthened by the fact that 
c Scotsman is now owned by 


77fi 


question ot all, which came 
first from people like the Tbry 
leader Arthur Balfour, who put 


it thus in 1914: “Are you going 
if I 


to leave the whole of these 72 
Scottish MPs here to manage 
English education ... it is an 
irresponsible scheme!" 

The Question ’s value, from 
Balfour to DalyeU to John 
Major, has been that it seemed 
to put a Unionist block on self- 
government inside the UK for 
the Scots or Welsh. (The Irish 
have always been treated d if- 


The paper’s stance is a painful kick up the 
Scottish leftish establishment’s fundamental 
principle from a once dependable ally 


feremfy, laigefy because of their 
riasm for sniping and high 


enthusiasm] 
explosives.) 

Why? Because if the Celts do 
retire from English business, 
then the whole jalopy crashes. 
Westminster would then be 
likely, at some stage, to find 
itself trying to support two dif- 
ferent administrations at the 
same time. There would be the 
Scottish-backed, probably 
Labour, government with a 
majority for European affairs, 
defence, fiscal policy and so on. 
Then there would be the Eng- 


lish, probably Toiy, adminis- 
tration which controls health, 
education and much else south 
of the border. 

This administrative schizo- 
phrenia would not last long. 
You cannot have two cabinets, 
two leaders. One would have to 
dominate. Though the Liberal 
Democrats have always advo- 
cated a federal Britain, with an 
English Assembly to match 
Edinburgh. Cardiff and Belfast, 
that seems a Utopian answer. 
So, if the Question was asked, 
and then logically answered, it 
has always been assumed that 
the UK would creak, groan 
and then split apart. 

Which is, of course, unthink- 
able. Unionists have therefore 
used the innocent-seeming 


Question as a subtle threat. 
Decoded, it reads: “You know 
Scottish or Welsh devolution 
would annoy the English, who 
are numerous, rich and power- 
ful. So you must back off” 

End of home ml e/Jocks back 
in their box? Not necessarily. 
There are other answers. It is 
not dear that the English would 
in fact be outraged by Scottish 
self-government, so long as the 
number of Scottish MPs at 
Westminster was cut. to reduce 
their influence. 

David Steel argues, in addi- 
tion. that an English grand com- 
mittee should be established at 
Westminster to deal with Eng- 
lish-only matters, just like the 
simil ar Scottish and Welsh com- 
mittees. For those who are keen 


on compromise, and retaining 
the Union, there are compro- 
mises readily available. 

By contrast, demanding a 
logical answer to the Question 
nil i 


will tend to drive the debate to 
extremes. Although the Ques- 
tion was framed to protect the 
Union, it could equally well be 
used as a jemmy to force it 
apart. The Scotsman's recent 
editorial begins, for instance, 
with a passionate plea for home 
rule: “We contend that the 
cause is just, the demand man- 
ifest. and the case beyond chal- 
lenge. Democracy withers when 
a nation with its own legal sys- 
tem is denied the right to make 
its own laws." 

If it thinks that, and under- 
stands the dangers of the Ques- 


the Barclay twins, strong sup- 
porters of Margaret Thatcher; 
and has, in Andrew Neil, an 
editor-in-chief who is both a 
Unionist and a paid-up mem- 
ber of the radical right. 

By this reckoning, the change 
of direction may hot be quite 
the agonising kidnev-punch 
which The Sun inflicted on the 
Prime Minister: but it is a very 
painful (tick up the Scottish 
leftish establishment's funda- 
mental principle from a once 
dependable ally. 

So - in short" - ouch! 

How should reformers 
respond? They certainly should- 
n’t shy from the Question 
because of party timidity or 
because they suspect the 
motives of the people who ask 
it. Anyway, there are bolder and 
more "principled answers to give. 

If Labour embraced voting 
reform, then Scotland would be 
a little more Toiy and England 
would be rather" more Labour 
and Lib Dera. The differences 
between the historic nations of 
Britain, which are greatly exag- 
gerated by the first-past-the- 
post system, would be 
smoothed over. We would 
become a Union of political 
minds, not simply of taxpayers. 
The UK would become more 
ideologically similar, and there- 
fore stronger, not weaker. And. 
of course, it would matter far 
less to Labour whether it had 
Scottish MPs to prop it up at 
Westminster or nou 

So I think The Scotsman has 
done the whole country a ser- 
vice: its fundamental case is 
that splinters and broken half- 
paragraphs of reform may not 
be enough. Scottish home rule 
without voting reform would 
leave the Union vulnerable to 
a surging back of the radical 
right In England. So if Blair is 
driven to deliver an Edin- 
burgh parliament, as he has 
promised to, he cannot flinch 
back. He will have to go fur- 
ther. Good: like a scavenged 
dyke, stone by stone, our 
whole old settlement is slowly 
slipping over. 


Hey buddy, I like rude New Yorkers 


David Usborne laments the city’s attempts to be more polite 


uuwu 

f y ana t nave no argument with that 
The transformation of Times Square from 
the sleazy tut titillating peep-show bizarre 
to a sanitised Disneyville is almost com- 
plete. Now, wait for it, there is a campaign 
going on to make the natives more polite. 

New York without its famously profane 
mouth would be like a Don without its 
mane. Of course, the city is not all that it 
is cracked up to be in the rudeness depart- 
ment. Call me a fibber or blind, but spon- 
taneous displays of kindness and cama- 
raderie among New Yorkers - even to 
foreigners - is quite the norm. But there 
is a special bluntness about discourse in this 
city. And it is part of New York’s identity. 

Ask somebody for the time andyou may 
be rewarded, as I recently was, with a lea 
than helpful. “Get a watch, buddy" . And 
think twice before attempting to scold a 
New Yorker (er, excuse me . sorry ... 
would you mind very much) for queue- 
barging, blocking your view, putting gum 
under the seal next to yonre or whatever 
it may be. “Huh?" they will foe back. 
“What’S it to you, anyway?” 

You bear worse, of course, like when the 
visiting team scores a torn* run ma 
packed. Yankee Stadium (F* the Braves 
still echoes in my bead) or when one New 
York driver blocks the path of anotherny- 
ing to turn left against foetraffic as J -wit- 
nessed this week oa Park Aveao^- A flaw- 
jessly coiffed woman leaned out from her 

polished Lows limousine and serr^med: 

“Getcut of the way. you fug : ffloroto _ 
Tourists aarious Sara ‘^urofmffim 
New York traditionally have needed 
nothing more than 
trip m the ha^ of a York 



act by a rising tide of complaints about abu- 
sive aiidnx^citramdiaai&uis, like the erne 
who dumped a woman rider midway across 
the Qoeensboro Bridge after she feasted on 
ber right to be taken across the East River. 
. To qualify for a licence now the cabbies 
must be familiar with a city-penned cata- 
logue of 50 helpful and courteous phrases. 
These tips in verbal etiquette include: *Tm 
sony you don’t understand. 1 will try to 
speak more dearly”; “Please let me take 
your bag?, sir (madam)"; ’Thank you for 
haffing me, sir (madam)"; and “Madam 

/ • l T .1 -suta unu 


with the driver ro resume his 
seat. Finally, the next bus 
came along and rescued the 
disgruntled passengers. 

Every driver is now being 
ordered to attend dasses on 
keeping peace while at the 
wheeL At a cost of millions of 
dollars, the transport author- 
ity will dispense such nuggets 
as: “do not swear or call 
names"; “avoid sarcasm"; and 
“never shout at or strike a 
customer”. Among some 
tricky quiz questions we have; 
“El deny customers appreci- 
ate it when you drive like you 
are in a burry, true or false?" 
lb get all New York’s drivers 
through the course will take 
two to three years. 

Bur wait, what abom the 
users? Disputes are rarely 
one-sided, but no one would 
suggest trying to brainwash 
every New Yorker in the an 
of nice. Would they? Yup, 


might doil "^^^faibtm^ebasroid^ 

and asking help from 


(sir). Is there any particular route you 
would like today?” The drive 


ana wc »— 3 15 ““X 

BoodJfera seise of th= sheer of 

Katun nothing 1*** at 

rush hour - NOS^. . 

The fifty’s wise fathers, hdwev^, ba 

^.m^hevtohnisedweremet® 
driven Admittedly the afy vras spurred to 


_ drivers, of course, 

realise that rearing the phrases would 
prompt most riders to consider them psy- 
chotic and run for safefy. 

Now it is the bus drivers who are in fin- 
ishing school There are horror stories 
here too. Afovourite telfa of adriveron the 
uptown second avenue route who recently 
took umbrage after a woman rider allegedly 
insulted him- He simply parked the bas at 

S 2 cd street and stalked off, leaving the pas- 

senoes inside. Mayhem ensued as riders 
a l ternately yelled at the woman and pleaded 


they would. This week, 1 found myself part 
of an experiment in mind-set modification 
on the infamous No 6 subway line at Grand 
Central Station. In a programme dubbed 
“Step Aside, Speed Your Ride", the trans- 
port authority is trying to stop New York 
commuters from boarding every train as if 
it were the last lifeboat off the Titanic. As 
each train draws in, conductors invite you 
to keep outside orange boxes painted on the 
platform where the train doors will open. 
The idea is simple: let everyone out and you 
- and the train - wifi get going more 
quickly. 

There are a few people who get kind of 
angry," one conductor admits. "But most 
people understand that we are just trying to 
improve service." In my few minutes observ- 
ing this exercise, I am shocked to see that 
almost no oae is daring to disobey. Only one 
roan, looking like he is dressed for a day on 
m3 Street, flatly refuses to leave the box 
even after gentle physical encouragement 

The old New roric -wondrous dry of the 
gruff and ungracious, of the blunt and bel- 
ligerent-may be disappearing. Hurry and 
visit before it is too fare. 


The lusty ways 
of St Hilda 


S t Hilda’s College, Oxford, 
is the only place where I've 
walked into another girl’s 
room to find a Chippendale. 
And not the type of furniture. 
Our last all female college at 
Oxford University is once again 
under attack. Next month, the 
governing body will probably 
vote to admit male fellows. 
Whenever this has happened in 
other female colleges, male 
students have inevitably fol- 
lowed. St Hilda’s undergradu- 
ates are outraged. As well they 
should be. 

Before I went to St Hilda's 
the thought of spending three 
years m an all-female college 
did not appeal. But now when 
I hear the cries of “anachro- 
nism”, “get into the real world". 
1 say Rubbish. It’s pure jeal- 
ousy. Forget the It girls. Every- 
body wants to he a St Hilda's 
girl. Far from the old image of 
“girls in pearls", when I was 
there we were the bad girls, the 
belles of St Trinians, the Spice 
Girls of the university. In fact 
we typified Intelligent Girl 
Power before Geri had grown 
into ber first trainer bra. 

Somerville women bad sold 
out allowing in men, although 
they were tweedy and dull to 
start off with (besides having the 
disadvantage of an old girl in 
Margaret Thatcher). The other 
former women's colleges - St 
Anne’s. St Hugh’s. Lady Mar- 
garet Hall - got swamped by the 
men they let in and lost their sex 
appeal It is left to St Hilda's - 
or St ThrUlda’s, to use its alter- 
native name - to stamp women’s 
dominance on the univeirify. 

Go to a party. Half the college 
was there. Write for a student 
rag. HOdabeasts were running 
the show. Act, now. you couldn’t 
escape them, in a nice normal 
mixed college like Lincoln, they 
all spent three years in the bar 


wrestling with knot theory and 
acne. In St Hilda's we’d written 
the book, got the doctorate and 
gone out dubbing 

Lonely women? Hardly. The 
college exerted a strange influ- 
ence over the male psyche. 
Perhaps it was the preponder- 
ance of immature public school 
boys in Oxford but they 
couldn't cope with 300 women 
all in one convent-like building 
overlooking the river. St Hilda's 
events were characterised by 
the sheer, sad desperation of 
men to get invited to them. 

Teams of boys in black tie 
punted down the river in dark- 
ness to crash the St Hilda's boll 
in my first year, crawling under 
barbed wire and emerging bat- 
tered and dusty. Rumours 
abounded that some sad 
chemists had even gone as far 
as snorkelling to get in. Under- 
graduate balls have been 
banned since. 

“I thought 1 had died and 
gone to heaven," the sociologist 
Rosalind Miles says, talking of 
her experience there in 1960s. 
Sisters, she is joined by a long 
list of feisty alumnae. Gillian 
Shephard. Barbara Pym. 
Zeinab Badawi all went on to 
great things. It wouldn’t have 
been achieved with self-impor- 
tant whingeing Oxford men in 
the way. 

Two years ago during May 
Day festivities, Jocelyn 
Witcbard jumped naked off 
Magdalen Bridge into the river 
and then posed for The Sun. 
(That was when the college 
became known as “St 
Thrifida’s".) Ms Witcbard said 
she was striking a blow for 
feminism and equal opportu- 
nities. You can’t imagine any- 
one from boring old Baliio! 
doing as much for the cause. 


Glenda Cooper 


If your Building Society 


is turning into a bank 


LAUGH 


all the way 

to the Building Society. 
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Government borrowing on track to hit target pjKs i 



Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


Government borrowing looks 
certain to be well within its tar- 
get this financial year as official 
figures yesterday showed the 
strong economy was boosting 
tax revenues. 

The Conservatives will be 
hoping for more good news on 
the economy today, with a 
further big decline in the num- 
ber of unemployment benefit 
claimants expected. The one 
potential embarrassment will be 


the publication of the min utes 
of Kenneth Clarke’s February 
meeting with the Governor of 
the Bank of England when 
the Chancellor is thought to 
have turned down Bank advice 
to increase interest rates. 

Separately, a survey of nearly 
250 executives by the Chartered 
Institute of Management Ac- 
countants found that nearly 
two-thirds thought their busi- 
nesses should pay more tax if 
the money were used to increase 
spending on education. A sim- 
ilar majority said the education 


system did not prepare young 
people adequately for working 
life. Of the large parties, only 
the Liberal Democrats have 
pledged to raise taxes for edu- 
cation spending. 

The Government spent 
£3.6bn more than it received in 
taxes last month, taking the 
cumulative public sector bor- 
rowing requirement (PSBR) to 
£14.1bn in the first 11 months 
of the financial year. This com- 
pares with the target of £26.4bn 
set in the last Budget. 

Even with the traditional 


end-year spending surge in 
March, this suggests Mr Clarke 
could achieve a full -year total 
several billion pounds below his 
target. He wflj be helped by pro- 
ceeds from the sale of the 
Housing Corporation's loan 
book this month. 

“The Chancellor will be able 
to present much better figures 
than he forecast, not that it 
looks like doing him much 
good," said Kevin Gardiner, an 
economist at Morgan Stanley. 

“You would have to go a long 
way back to find an incoming 


government inheriting such a 
favourable set of economic 
circumstances." 

Most City analysis think the 
short-term outlook for gov- 
ernment borrowing is favour- 
able because the economy’s 
fast pace of growth is boosting 
tax revenues. Receipts have 
grown by &5 per cent during the 

past year. 

“It is not until the next 
recession that it will become 
apparent that there is an under- 
lying problem with the public 
finances,” said David Mackie, 


UK economist at investment 
bank JP Morgan. 

Many expens in the Gty and 
elsewhere think government 
borrowing is on an unsusainable 
path, with the level of debt rel- 
ative to the economy having 
climbed sharply snee 1992. This 
week, a paper from the National 
Institute ox Economic and Soda] 
Research argued that spending 
had grown much faster than 
normal since 1992 given the 
state of the economy. 

Yesterday’s figures show 
expenditure this financial year 


r unning somewhat ahead of 
the Government’s plans. De- 
partmental spending has grown 
3 per cent compared with the 
planned 2.4 per cent, . 

“The Government is finding 

it increasingly difficult to keep 

its own spending in check," 
said David Bloom at James 
CapeL Labour has pledged to 
slide to the Conservative plans 
if it wins the election.- 

The financial markets had an- 
other attack of the collywobbles, 
with share prices, gilts and the 
pound all falling yesterday. 
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Analysts said this was related to , 

international trends. 

The pound fell by two pfen- 
nigs to ju& over DM2.66 and the , 
FTSE 100 index dropped more 
than 16 points to 4,356.8. 


German merger battle: Unions fear £2.6bn deal instigated by smaller rival Krupp-Hoesch would lead to heavy job cuts 


Steel giant Thyssen 
fights takeover bid 


Michael Harrison 

London 

and Imre Karacs 

Bonn 

The German steelmaker 
Krupp-Hoesch yesterday 
launched a hostile £L6bn bid for 
its larger rival Thyssen in a move 
which would create Europe's 
biggest steelmaker and spark off 
a fresh round of rationalisation 
and savage job-cutting. 

The combined group would 
have sales of £24bn and crude 
steel production of 1S.1 million 
tonnes, making it the third- 
largest steelmaker in the world 
and eclipsing British Steel as Eu- 
rope's number one producer. 

But German steel unions 
fear that the takeover, master- 
minded by the controversial 
Krupp-Hoesch chairman. Ger- 
hard Cromme, will merely 
prove the prelude to heavy job 
cuts with at least 10.000 of the 
110,000-strong Thyssen work- 
force under threat! 

“We will not just sit back and 
let this happen to us. Basically 
this is undiluted capitalism, 
pure Wild West methods." said 
Willy Siegercr, the deputy head 
of the Thyssen works council. 

However, other steel makers 
gave a guarded welcome to 
news of the bid. suggesting it 
could ease the continuing prob- 
lem of overcapacity that has 
held prices down and wrought 
so much damage on the Euro- 
pean steel industry. 

British Steel said: "Anything 
which could lead to a reduction 
in capacity in Europe would be 
fairly positive. - 

The UK Steel Association 
also gave cautious backing. Ian 
Rodgers, its director of policy, 
said: “Germany has been the 
one member state where there 


is a need for more rationalisa- 
tion. If the intention of this bid 
is to help achieve rationalisation 
then that can only help the sit- 
uation in Europe generally." 

Steelmaking capacity within 
the European Union is 203 
million tonnes compared with 
actual crude steel production 
last year of 148 million tonnes. 
An attempt by the European 
Commission four years ago to 
broker a big reduction in ca- 
pacity in return for approving 
further state aid for the steel in- 
dustry resulted in fewer than 10 
million tonnes of capacity being 
removed. 

Hostile bids are virtually un- 
heard-of in Germany, making 
yesterday’s move by Krupp- 
Hoesch, in which the Iranian 
government has a 25 per cent 
stake, highly unusuaL Howev- 


er, it is consistent with Mr 
Cromme's track record. He 
created Krupp-Hoesch in 1991 
by engineering Fried Krupp's 
hostile takeover of Hoesch with 
the loss of 20,000 jobs. 

Union members from both 
companies surrounded Krupp- 
Hoesch 's bead office in Essen 
yesterday, shouting to Mr 
Cromme to address them. Mr 
Cromme, known in the indus- 
try as “the job-killer", hid be- 
hind bullet-proof glass and 
shouted back. 

Reports of 30,000 job losses 
in the steel industry after a 
takeover of Thyssen were “pure 
panic-mongering," he told the 
protesters. There was. he as- 
sured them, no plan to close any 
plants, though the merged com- 
pany would try to streamline 
production. The workers re- 



British Steel Krupp-Thyssen 

Turnover £7bn £24bn 

Pre-tax profits £l.lbn £2 10m 

Employees . .54,000 195,000 

Production 

costs £45 £60 

(per tonne) • . • - • . . 


British Steel 

. .. 



Company 

Output (mHRons tonnes) 

1 

Nippon Steel 

27.8 

2 

Posco 

23.4 

3 

Krupp-Thyssen 

18.1 

4 

British Steel 

15.6 

5 

Usinor Sacilor 

15.5 

6 

US Steel 

12.1 

7 

NKK 

12.0 

8 

Arbed 

11.5 

9 

Kawasaki 

11.1 

10 

Sumitomo 

10.5 


sponded at one point by trying 
to storm the building and then 
pelting it with eggs. 

Krupp-Hoesch is offering 
DM435 per share, a 25 per cent 
increase on the final price 
reached before shares in both 
companies were suspended in 
Frankfurt. Thyssen shares 
jumped to DM410 in unofficial 
trading after the announce- 
ment. 

Krupp-Hoesch employs 
66,000 people, and in the fiscal 
year ending 31 December re- 
ported a net profit of DM208m 
on sales of DM24bn. For the fis- 
cal year ending 30 September 
Thyssen reported a net profit of 
DM350m on sales of 
DM38.7bn. It had a market val- 
ue of just under DM12bn before 
the shares were suspended. 

Krupp-Hoesch said the 
planned merger was in response 
to intense global competition. 
In order to stay competitive, 
German industry had to cut its 
costs of production, logistics and 
distribution. “Tt is indispensable 
to achieve sufficient size in 
business in accordance with 
lobal standards," Krupp- 
ioesch said in a statement. 

Analysts say that synergies be- 
tween the two companies in flat 
steel products and automotive 
pressings would make the merg- 
er attractive and could pave the 
way for the cost cuts needed to 
improve Germany's competi- 
tiveness against other Euro- 
pean steel makers. A tonne of 
crude steel produced by 
Thyssen costs DM160, com- 
pared with DM155 in France 
and DM120 by British Steel. 

For that reason, the bid is not 
likely to be opposed by the Ger- 
man authorities, but il will have 
to be approved by the European 
Commission. 


fl 



Under siege: Gerhard Cromme, chairman of Krupp-Hoesch (left), being protected from 
demonstrators by company security guards holding protective shields outside the 
steelmaker’s headquarters in Essen yesterday Photograph: AP 


Second warning sends 
DK shares crashing 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


Shares in Dorling Kindersley 
crashed to a three-year low yes- 
terday after the illustrated book 
and CD-Rora publisher warned 
that the strong pound, trading 
problems in America and an ac- 
counting change would hit prof- 
its in theyeartoJune.Itwasthe 
company's second warning in 
three months and yesterday's 51p 
fall to 270p means the former go- 
go stock has more than halved 
m value over the past year. 

Since the shares peaked at 
645 p last May. more than £260ra 
has been wiped from DK's 
market capitalisation, reducing 
the value of the stake held by 
founder Peter Kindersley's family 
by almost £100m. He remained 
defiantly positive yesterday, in- 
sisting the problems facing the 
company were one-off blips. 


Analysts reacted less san- 
guinely to news that, despite a 
9 per cent rise in half-year 
profits to £6.78m, the full-year 
result would lag last year's 
£17.4m. One broker slashed 
his forecast from£18m to£10m. 

The company blamed an up- 
heaval in the American book- 
selling industry for trading 
problems in a market which now 
accounts for 41 per cent of 
group turnover. Large chains 
such as Barnes & Noble had 
reined in the rapid growth of re- 
cent years. Mr Kinderslcysaid, 
and reduced stock in a hid to 
counter mounting losses. 

The soaring pound is also 
causing problems, with 70 per 
cent of DK's sales made over- 
seas, although it had warned the 
City of the threat last Decem- 
ber. More unexpected was the 
announcement that software 
development costs, which were 


amortised oyer the life of DK's 
increasingly important CD-Rom 
products, would be written off 
as incurred. That reduced half- 
year profits by £1.6m. 

To counter the problems in its 
retail sales channels. Mr Kinder- 
slev said DK would accelerate the 
expansion of its direct sales oper- 
ation. Dorling Kindersley Family 
Learning, which employs around 
20,000 consultants to sell books 
and CD-Roms straight to homes 
and schools. 

A target of 50 per cent of sales 
by 201*1 has been set. up from 15 
per cent currently, and operations 
in Australia and Russia have been 
launched. 

Mr Kindcrsley said he was 
confident of the "future of elec- 
tronic publishing. DK saw 
multimedia sales rise 31 per cent 
in the period to account for 15 
per cent of group turnover. 

The exploded book, page 3 


Grand Met’s plans to tap 
into Chinese spirits 


Teresa Poole 

Peking 


Confucius, who had a very strict 
view of the 'virtuous, moral 
life", would not have approved. 
In his birthplace of Qufu. in 
Shandong province, bottles of 
Smirnoff vodka. Grand Re- 
serve VSOP, and Old Gold 
whisky are now rolling off the 
production lines at Grand Met- 
ropolitan's first Chinese joint 
venture, which was officially 
opened this week. 

But will Chinese yuppies de- 
velop a taste for for vodka? 
“The Issue here Is about devel- 
oping a new category, “ Richard 
NVatbng. Asia managing direc- 
tor for the group's drinks arm. 
International Distillers and 
Vintners (1DV), said yester- 
day. “Vodka is a tiny category 
in China today. We think there 
is an opportunity to develop 


Smirnoff into the refreshment 
drinking area, that it is the 
younger consumers who are 
prepared to experiment, willing 
to pay a little bit of extra mon- 
ey for a high quality product that 
is Disable and a long drink, lb 
that extent we are probably 
competing as much with pre- 
mium local beers." In other 
words, vodka will not be pitched 
bead to bead against the 
national white spirit - “bai jiu”. 

The Qufu production line is 
a $27m (£17ni)vcntiirewith the 
state-owned Qufu Distillery, 
producers of the successful 
“Confucius Family Liquor". IDV 
has a two thirds stake, and its 
Chinese partner holds the rest. 

Advertising starts this week 
in Shanghai tor Smirnoff, or Si 
Mei Luo (Thinking Beautiful 
Luo River) as it is known in Chi- 
nese. a wholly Chinese-made 
product. Grand Reserve, or Di 


£ 


Xuan (Emperor’s Choice) 
brandy, is a new brand name to 
be pitched at the southern city 
of Guangzhou. Old Gold, or Ao 
Jin (Proud Gold), whisky is on 
sale in Pekin®, a brand name 
previously only used in Brazil 
but a Wend “crafted especially 
for the Chinese market". 
Local production is IDVs 
referred long-term strategy. 
Jo Sir, ID Vs imports have been 
well under $I00m a year, be- 
cause its brands do not compete 
with premium status liquors. But 
Grand Met's chairman, George 
Bull, yesterday said that, with im- 
ports accounting for less than 1 
per cent of the China total 
drinks market, EDV was aiming 
at the “huge potential” of the 
domestically produced market. 
And at less than £8 a bottle, the 
first three products are more 
affordable than imports, which 
are tariff rated at 70 per cent 
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Limelight 
shares 
in slump 

Shares in the Moben kitchens 
to Dolphin bathrooms group 
Limelight crashed 35p to 
107.5p yesterday only months 
after the group came to. the 
market at 175p, netting £60m 
for the company’s founder, 
Stephen Boler. writes Ibm 
Stevenson. 

The meltdown in the com- 
pany’s share price so soon af- 
ter flotation is a serious 
embarrassment for its blue chip 
advisers, the sponsor N M 
Rothschild ana the broker 
Cazenave. 

The collapse in the share 
price followed confirmation by 
the company that trading hi the 
first 12 weeks of the year had 
been difficult. 

Limelight said total group 
sales were 11 per cent less 
than the same period a year 
ago, with its kitchen division the 
worst affected. Sales in kitchens 
are down 24 per cent on last 
year, the company said. 

Limelight sells established 
brand-name products, that in- 
clude Moben, Kitchens Direct, 
Sharps, Dolphin and Portland. 

“Moben is suffering from 
weak demand and sales are 
down 32 per ceat, which com- 
pares to a 74 per cent rise in the 
same period a year ago, the 
company said. 

Limelight was valued at 
by a placing and inter- 
mediaries offer last November 
which raised £113.8m. The 
money went to existing share- 
holders, who were selling orcot- 
ting their stakes, rather than to 
the company itself. Mr Boler, 
who is also a large sharehold- 
er at Manchester Gty football 

dub, reduced bis stake from just 

under 50 per cent to 17 per 
cent, raising £60m from the 
flotation. 


RECs hand 
big price 
cuts to 
5 million 
customers 

Cftrts Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 
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Two of the largest regional elec- 
tricity companies (RECs), East- 
ern and Southern, yesterday 
announced substantial price cuts 

from April affecting more than 
S min k m domestic customers. 

Eastern, part of the Energy 
Group which recently de- 
merged from Hanson, is cutting 
charges by between 6 per cent 
and 9 per cent, knocking £18- 
£30 off an average £300 bill 
Southern, the only REC which 
is still independent is to cut 
around 7.2 per cent off its 
charges, reducing average an- 
nual bills from £272 to £245. 

Both companies confirmed 
that the entire value of the re- 
ductions was the result of reg- 
ulatory price changes they are 
obliged to pass on. or from the 
cut in the fossil fuel levy, a “lax" 
which subsidises nuclear pow- 
er and other non-fossil fuels. 

Southern had already re- 
duced bills by 4 per cent last 
summer to take into account the 
cut in the levy. Eastern said 
about half of.its price cut was 
the result of the levy reduction. 
The rest of the cuts come from 
lower National Grid transmis- 
sion charges - the result of a 
tough new price regime starting 
next month - and the impact of 
the current distribution price 
cap which accounts for the bulk 
of the RECs* charges. This 
yearEastern must reduce its dis- 
tribution charges by 2 per- 
centage points below inflation. 

Eastern is also introducing 
new pricing packages, including 
a tariff which offers a lower rate 
per unit if households spend 
more than £225 a year. Pre- 
payment meter customers will 
also see the £25 surcharge East- 
ern makes for the service spread 
across the other charges. An- 
other innovation is a “green" 
tariff, to be offered later this 
year, where customers could buy 
power generated mainly from 
renewable energy sources. 

Roy Thompson, spokesman 
for the Eastern Regional 
Consumers' Committee, was 
sceptical about Eastern’s an- 
nouncement. He said: “They 
haven't done anything they 
didn’t have to do, put it that way. 
We also would have preferred 
Eastern to have abolished the 
prepayment meter surcharge 
altogether." 

Separately yesterday, the 
Electricity Consumers’ Com- 
mittees (ECC), the main elec- 
tricity consumer group, agreed 
to take up a seat on the execu- 
tive committee of the Electric- 
ity PooL the controversial body 
which sets wholesale power 
prices. The move comes after a 
row between the two sides over 
lack of consumer representation 
in pool affairs. 

Yvonne Constance, ECC 
chairman; sakishe would “refuse 
to be bound, by. any confiden- 
tiality agreements in the pool". 
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Stagecoach could be in for a very rough ride 


"Dnan Cox, the c h air ma n of South West 
JLJ'iraim, must be used by now to apolo- 
&sing for cancellations; his long-s uffering 
Passengers are certainly used to taking his 
published ■ 
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‘in the absence of 
any form of regulation 
for the bus industry 
Stagecoach has made 
a fortune by crunching 
the competition and, 
along the way, the 
customer as well. The 
railways are not 
turning out quite the ■ 

same way* 


foiybowever, is the craven ded- 
z2?-*" a ^ an< ^ 0n today’s scheduled 

g rill i n g of SWT before the Cnmmn ne Tfr apj a. 
port select committee. 

TTie Conservative majority on the com- 
mittee has decided that it would not be 
appropriate to continue with its work pro- 
gramme now that an election has been 
called. Nothing to do, you understand, with 
me appalling advertisement for rail privati- 
sadon that SWT has turned into. 

Those who had been looking forward to 
some blood sport on the committee coni- 
w>r of the Commons will have to console 
themselves instead with the press confearnra 
tailed by the Labour minority to protest at 
this blatant piece of politicking. MrCtix’sdw 
will come, however. Presuming Labour does 
sweep to power, SWT may be in for a 
rougher ride than anything the select com- 
mittee could throw at it 

That goes not just for SWX but for its par- 
ent company Stagecoach too.In four short 
years the group has been transformed from 
a modest bus operator into one of the biggest 
quoted transport groups on the market by 
a combination of chairman Brian Souter’s 
guOe and the willingness of sober-suited 
bankers to threw money at him. I 


Stagecoach is a classic example of a busi- 
ness that has risen too fast on a tide of cheap 
paper, mounting debts and the deal-making 
reputation of one man. So far Mr Sourer has 
had all the breaks. He spotted that the bus 
industry was being privatised in a way that put 

passengers very Bnnly in the back seal, leav- 
ing entrepreneurs such as him to drive what 
can only be described as a coach and horses 


In the absence of any form of regulation 
for the bus industry. Stagecoach has made 
a fortune by crunching the competition and, 
along the way, the customer as well. Unfor- 
tunately, the railways are not turning out 
auite the same way. They have tiresome 
things like performance regimes, minimum 
standards and big fat tines for those who cut 
too may corners. 

The City is belatedly waking up to the pos- 
sibility that Stagecoach has over-extended 
itself. An incoming Labour government 
and a much more hostile regulatory envi- 
ronment may be all it takes to turn the run 
into a rout. 

Labour’s utilities policy 
smacks of confusion 


Aterday’s Thule and Industry Select Com- 
mittee report on energy regulation to back 
its case for a windfall profits tax. That was not 
what the report either said or implied, though 


it did make the entirely obvious and un con- 
tentious observation that electricity profits 
had been excessive and that this was in part 
down to the fan that regulators had under- 
| estimated the scope for efficiency gains. 

Moreover, the report actually contra- 
diets Labour policy in recommending the 
retention of the RPi minus X system of price 
regulation. This is found to be a superior sys- 
tem to any of the other methods examined. 
Labour policy for regulating the electricity 
industry has not yet been set m concrete, but 
it has for water and it is reasonable to assume 
that Labour would wish to apply the same 
“profit sharing" principles to electricity. 

Unfortunately for Labour, “annual formula 
profit sharing" and other alternatives such as 
"rate of return” and "sliding scale regulation" 
are specifically dismissed by the committee 
“because they are likely to erode incentives". 
Quite so. but were the committee's Labour 
members aware they were disavowing party 
policy when they signed up to this document? 
After Gordon Brown’s continued confusion 
yesterday about who the windfall profit tax 
would apply to and on what basis, it seems 
all too likely that they were noL 

It is stiD not dear what Labour wants to 
do about the utilities, other than make polit- 
ical capital out of them and pillage them for 
as much as it dares in its search for new 
forms of taxation. Now along comes the 
Trade and Industry select committee to say 
that the present system of price regulation 
be left pretty much unchanged. 


The irony is that this is the very same sys- 
tem that resulted in the “excess" everyone 
complains of. Furthermore, it is a system 
which in a way is actually designed to 
encourage excess. The idea behind price cap 
re gula r inn is that ii provides encouragement 
to improved efficiency because companies 
be allowed to keep for shareholders any 
"excess’* return they earn. These efficiency 
gains are then recognised on behalf of 
customers at the time of the five-year peri- 
odic review. 

What the windfall profits tax does, m 
effect, is retrospectively attempt to daw back 
these "excess" returns. It is hard not to draw 
the conclusion that intellectually Labour is 
all at sea over these issues. 

Lanica won’t profit 
from waking up Co-op 

T abour has promised it would change the 

JLirules to protect the Co-Op movement 
from break-up but in the meantime what is 
the Co-Op doing to save itself? The Co-Op 
may have its heart in the right place but is 
also paralysed by its worthy democratic tra- 
ditions and riven by the in-fighting of its 
vested interest groups. If it fails to re-invent 
itself, it will face death by a thousand cuts. 

lake the following. The Co-Op movement 
is run for the benefit of the 51 different 
regional societies which in turn have 560,000 
members between them. Individual men- 


In Brief 


bership costs £1 for life. It is refundable if 
you leave but cannot be sold at a profit. Ben- 
efits include a free glossy magazine, discount 
vouchers in some societies, and the option 
to join the Co-Op Women's Guild. 

Not templed? The biggest supposed ben- 
efit is the opportunity to have your say in the 
running of your society going from divisional 
committee, to regional committee and if 
lucky and well connected, on to the board. 
It is a creaking, bureaucratic structure that 
would never be invented if it did not already 
exist. The question is what can be done to 
change it. 

One approach would be to merge the 51 
societies into one to achieve greater 
economies of scale. A second would be to 
start marketing itself on its Co-Op creden- 
tials, rather as the Co-Op Bank has done so 
successfully with its stance on ethical invest- 
ing. A third is to revive the “divi". This 
scheme, which qualifies members for a 5 per 
cent discount, is already on test in Northern 
Ireland and has recently been revived in 
Scotland. 

The overtures of the youthful Andrew 
Regan at Lanica Trust look doomed for one 
simple reason. Unlike the mutual building 
societies, the individual members do not 
actually own their society, they just qualify 
for a say in its operation. As that stake can- 
not be sold at a profit Mr Regan looks to be 
on a hiding to nothing. He’s shaken a com- 
placent and veiy dozy old oiganisation, but 
he's unlikely to make a penny" for his trouble. 



John Watcock 

Barclays paid BiU Harrison, 
chief executive of its BZW 
investment bank unit, £2. 85m 
last year, in part due to a £lJm 
“golden hello" for when he 
joined from Robert Fleming. 

This is in stark contrast to 
Barclays' chairman, Andrew 
Buxtoo, who received £506,000 
in salary and bonuses last year, 
while the chief executive, Mar- 
tin Thylor, was paid £820,000. 

The bank's annual report- 


published yesterday, also shows 
that Mr Harrison was guaran- 
teed an annual bonus of £lJ25m 
payable at the end of this 
month. He was also paid a 
third of his £300,000 salary 
since joining last September. 

Mr Harmon’s total “emolu- 
ments" for the year increased to 
over £3.1m when share award 
schemes and pension contribu- 
tions are included. ' 

A Barclays spokesperson said 
that most of Mr Harrison’s pay 
package was a one-time rash 


payment that was the cost of re- 
cruiting him and was required 
to attract a manager of his 
calibre. The guaranteed bonus 
was also a one-off. 

"It’s not that he’s going to get 
£2. 9m every year,” said the 
spokesperson. “He’s going to 
gee £300,000 plus a bonus.” 

Mr Harrison's guaranteed 
minim um bonus for 1997 is 
£900,000, which is payable by 
the end of March next year, ac- 
cording to the accounts. 

' .Hie spokesperson added that 


The Institute of Directors, the free-market body 
representing senior company directors, yester- 
day defended big boardroom pay packages and 
blamed bad publicity about “fef cat salaries” for 
harming the Image of business. 

In a research paper Ruth Lea, who heads the 
IoITs policy unit,' said she accepted there were 
legitimate concerns about pay but argued that 
big companies were right to award managers big 
pay rises as a fair reward for success. ' 

“The nation's prospwity depends pn them. If 
they perform (heir tasks weft toy dht#dd be S 0 l£-. ' 
ably rewarded,” she said. 


.. “Bnt all too often high pay packages have not 
been property handled and this has led to the 
aU-too-fejnifiar media outrage which has hurt 
busiiiesff’s image. It is vital that pay packages 
are fafly explained.” Ms Lea said pay rises for 
directors were “within the range of European 
practice and well below those in the US’". 

" . The IaD found that small company directors’ 
pay was relatively modest with the boss of a £25m- 
a-year business earning £52,000, plus a bonus 
of £12,080. The head of a company with sales of 
between £25m and £200m earned on average 
< £82r250pliis aCO, 000 bonus. 


Mr Harrison's pay should only 
be judged against that of his 
American investment banking 
rivals, who often get much more. 

The figures come against a 
background of difficult times for 
BZW. Its pre-tax profits fell 29 
per cent to £204m last year as 
an IS per cent rise in costs out- 
stripped revenue growth. 

Mfr Harrison, former head of 
investment banking at Fle mings 
was hired after the death of his 
predecessor David Band last 
March. Mr Tkylor picked him as 
the man to lead BZW on to the 
world stage, where at the mo- 
ment New York-based “bulge 
bracket” investment banks like 
Morgan Stanley and Merrill 
lynch dominate. 

Mr Band and Mr Taylor had 
already identified a key obstacle 
to joining the bigger US rivals, 
the relative weakness ofBZWs 
markets division. This division 
includes bonds, derivatives and 
foreigH exchange, and it under- 
performed last year. 



Bill Harrison: A guaranteed 
£1.25nn bonus is also due 

Since his arrival Mr Harrison 
has embarked on an aggressive 
and expensive hiring campaign. 
Bob Diamond, former vice 
chairman of Credit Suisse First 
Boston, has been headhunted 


to lead the markets division. 
More than 140 new staff have 
arrived since Mr Diamond 
joined. 

This drive continued yester- 
day with the top-profile ap- 
pointment of Roman Schmidt, 
head of German capital markets 
at Deutsche Morgan Grenfell, 
to be BZWs new global head 
of debt syndicate. 

Mr Schmidt is well known in 
the City as a key player in the 
European capital markets, and 
he has just completed six years 
with Deutsche Bank in Frank- 
furt Prior to that he worked at 
CSFB in London, and he 
typifies the big appointments 
Mr Harrison has been making 
in an attempt to turn the 
investment bank around. 

The downside of this hiring 
has been that BZW has been 
forced to let go other employ- 
ees. Buying these City people 
out of their contracts added 
£45m to BZW's wages bill last 
year. 


on 


Yvette Cooper 

The sensitivity of the markets to 
any adverse news about EMU 

was exposed yesterday when the 

mark climbed to a four-month 
high against the lira following 
claims by Klaus Dieter Kueb- 
bacber, a Bundesbank council 
member, that the introduction 
of the single currency may have 
to be delayed. 

Mr Kuehbacher said; “If I in- 
terpret the criteria verbatim, as 
Finance Minister Theo Wsigel 
has always demanded... delay is 
the only consequence, unless the 
federal government still ■man- 
ages to limit the deficit to 3 per 
cent of GDP [and of that] in 
view of the current economic de- 
velopments 1 hove my doubts.” 
His comments followed Mon- 
day's reiteration by Mr Vfaigel 
that meeting the deficit criteria 
was more important than the 
EMU timetable. 

The lira fell yesterday to its 
lowest level against the mark 
since rejoining the exchange 
rate mechanism in November 
last year, ending the day at 
1005.8 against the mark. The pe- 
■ seta also suffered from the con- 
cerns about a delay to EMU. 



of Italy intervened anting me 
day to sell marts. European 
bonds weakened, with Italia n 
and Spanish bonds taking most 
of the again. The mores were ) on 



country to issue a euro denom- 
inated eurobond, raaskig t72tim. 

Analysts said the markets 
had become highly sensitive 


about EMU delays. Alison Cot- 
trell of Paine Webber said: 
“None of the fundamentals has 
changed compared to, say, a 
week ago. Itrs just that the 
taboos against talking about a 
delay seem to have dropped. 
The German press are dis- 
cussing delays. So the markets, 
are prepared to interpret every 
piece of news in that tight." 

Stephen King of HSBC 
James Capel said: “Mr Whigel 
didn’t say anything new this 
week. The only significance of 
his remarts is that he is stiD pre- 
pared to make them at a time 
when he knows the markets are 
jittery.” 

Outer analysts shrugged off 
the importance of remarks 
made by Bundesbank council 
members. Thomas Rayner of 
Soriete Generate Strauss Then- 
bull said: “Kuehbactaer’s com- 
ments are forthright, but the 
Buba guys can say what they like 
- it’s down to the politicians to 
make the decision.” 

Meanwhile the Bundesbank 
yesterday appeared to support 
the idea that the circumstances 
of reunification should exempt 
Germany from the Maastricht 
debt criteria of 60 per cent of 
GDP, which it is bound to foil 
in 1997. New figures showed 
German debt has more than 
doubled smee 1989 to 2,135 mil- 
lion marks. But analysts said 
that special pleading to relax die 
debt criteria for Germany 
should not be interpreted as the 
precursor for a German-led 
paging of the Maastricht deficit 
tret of 3 per cent. 





Alex Kratier (above), chairman of Novartis, the giant Swiss 
drugs group formed a year ago from the merger of Ciba 
and Sandoz, said most of the integration of the two 
businesses should be completed by the end of this year. 
Mr Krauer unveiled a 2 per cent rise in net income before 
exceptional items to Sfir4JL8bn (£L8bn) for 1996, the 


first results for the combined group- Merger costs came 
to SFrL9bn after tax. Novartis expects to shed around 
4,300 people over the next three years, with 400 going in 
the UK by the end of 1997. The group plans to centre its 
respiratory research efforts at a new unit in Sussex, 
employing 500 people. Photograph: Reuter 


Cantab seals £llm deal with Glaxo 


Magnus Granond 

The recent strong run in the 
shares of Cantab Pharmaceuti- 
cals, the biotech group, was 
brought to an abrupt end yes- 
terday after it announced an 
£Um deal with GJaxo Wellcome. 

The drugs giant fa paying 
£5m for the world-wide mar- 
keting and development rights 
for Cantab's DISC HSV vaccine 
for genital herpes and investing 


£6m for a 4 per cent stake in the 
company. The shares, which 
have risen nearly 200p since the 
beginning of March, dived 60p 
to &G.12p yesterday, but are still 
well up on the 560p at which 
they stood in October. 

The deal with Glaxo, the 
world's leading herpes group, 
had been widely anticipated 
and analysts attributed the foil 
in the price to profit-taking, 
Duncan Moore at Morgan Stan- 


ley said it was a case of “buy on 
the rumour, sell on the news”. 

However, Jurek Sikorski, 
who joined Cantab as chief ex- 
ecutive last August, welcomed 
yesterday’s deal, which follows 
licensing deals for other po- 
tential drugs with Pfizer and 
SmithKItne Beecham. “The 
signing of this agreement marks 
a significant siep forward for 
Cantab,” he said, “because all 
three are in the top 10 m the 


pharmaceuticals industry world- 
wide. 1 don't know any otheT 
biotechnology company which 
has more than three corporate 
partners in the top 10." 

The results of UK phase I 
trials of the vaccine in 24 
healthy volunteers will be an- 
nounced at a strategy briefing 
today. If it reaches the market, 
expected early next century. 
HSV will represent the first vac- 
cine in the Glaxo portfolio. 


Qptal director's wife owns shares in casino predator 




Patrick Tooher 



wae ra 

ang director has emerged as 


men*i which showed thar Julie 
Duakley holds 2,000 shares m 
London Clubs in a smgle- 

-auwuil onnttu ntan. 


London dubs, the rival casino 
£ operator which has tabled a 
■ hostile £I8lxn takeover tea 
Capital, owwrof two uproar- 

im. r noHm's Mavfajr, 


E&oed its formal defence docu- 


COUJL'dJi.J — l - — J i . 

By contrast her husband, 

John Dnnktey* does not own a 
cinde share in Capital Corpo- 
though the £200.000-8- 
vesr director of holds 

15 million options worth £32m 
at last night’s closing pnee of 
2l0p, down 3p- 


Tie defence document also 
shows that pre-tax profits at 
Capital slipped fo£9.2m, after 
an exceptional charge of £2.8m, 
from £13 Jm previously. 

The results were flagged in o 
profits warning in January when 

it blamed a lower volume of 
high-rollers, particularly at the 
tad-end of last year, and a 
lower overall win percentage in 
the second half for the shortfall. 


Capita] said the new year had 
started well and argued it was 
a more efficient operator than 
London Clubs, which counts 
the Ritz Club and Les Ambas- 
sadors among its seven casinos 
in the capital 

Capital claimed that in the 
last four years it made operat- 
ing profits of £33 on every £100 
of win turnover, compared with 
£20 for London Dubs. 


Capital appeared to rule out 
speculation it would take the 
Qockfords name overseas. “We 
are not distracted by unsuc- 
cessful, risky or speculative 
overseas ventures,” it said. 

In response London Clubs, 
which also has casino interests 
in South Africa and Las Vegas, 
said the comparable figure for 
its two top-end casinos was £39 
and noted that Capital's prof- 


its bad fallen in each of the last 
four years. 

“Capital Corporation's track 
record does not allow it to put 
up a credible defence," said 
Alan Goodenough, London 
Cubs’ chief executive. “The 
company’s offer document 
demonstrates a lack of under- 
s landing of howto maximise re- 
turns from the London gaming 
market. 



Organised crime links investigated 

The National Association of Securities Dealers (NASD) told Con- 
gress it was investigating more than 10 brokerages and 19 com- 
panies for possible organised crime links and other securities 
violations. “Organised crime is included, but our look is much 
broader than that, at any violation of securities rules or criminal 
behaviour,” said Michael Robinson, a spokesman for NASD. Last 
month. Mary Schapiro. head of regulation at NASD, wrote to 
John DingeU, a Michigan Democrat, informing him ibe indus- 
try body was investigating all the securities firms mentioned in 
a Business Week article in December about organised crime. 

Pension fund halts Nomura dealings 

America's largest public pension fond, the California Public Em- 
ployees' Retirement System (Calpers). said it would suspend trad- 
ing with Nomura Securities following the recently announced 
scandal at the Japanese brokerage. “We are deeply concerned 
with the events that have taken place at Nomura Securities," said 
Charles Valdes, chairman of CaJpers' investment committee. 
Calpers joins Nikko International Capital Management, Daiwa 
International Capital Management and Nomura Investment Man- 
agement, which have stopped trading through Nomura. 

Shell and Texaco in joint deal 

Shell and Texaco have signed a memorandum of understanding 
to combine part of their US refining and marketing operations. 
The businesses affected are in the west and midwest of the US. 
but will continue to market petrol under Shell and Texaco brands. 
Shell will own 56 per cent of the new company and Texaco 44 
per cent. Shell said the link-up, which mirrors a" similar deal be- 
tween BP and MohiJ last year, would merge management Junc- 
tions and backup systems in an attempt to cut costs. The new group 
will have eight large refineries, representing about 13 per cent 
of US refining capacity. 

BT expands Japanese venture 

British Tfelecom is expanding its joint venture in Japan with 
Marubeni Corporation, which offers data transmission services 
to business customers. BT said it was merging the joint venture 
company, Network Information Service, in which it has a 36 per 
cent stake and Marubeni a 41 per cent stake, into BT Japan, its 
main operation. The new company will be 51 per cent owned by 
BT and wifi have 200 staff and 10,000 customers offering BTs 
Concert international business products. 

World Telecom to raise £7m 

World Telecom, which sells global phone cards to customers, is 
to raise £7m in a flotation on the Alternative Investment Mar- 
ket The prospectus issued yesterday showed 41 per cent of World 
Telecom would be sold to outside Investors, with shares priced 
at 150p each. The sale will net Peter Gelardi, the managing di- 
rector. almost £4m. with a similar windfall for Andrew Me Whiter, 
finance director. The sale values World Telecom at £3 2m. 

Challenging year for Charter 

Rail track tie and welding products manufacturer Charier announced 
a rise in underlying operating profits for 1996 from £89. 7m to £917ra 
in what chairman Jeffrey Herbert described as a challenging year. 
Earnings per share, excluding exceptional items, rose 5 per cent 
to 70.9p and the dividend was increased 7 per cent to 295 p. 

Wilson Connolly pledges extra payout 

WQson Connolly promised shareholders a £10m special dividend 
worth 5p a share yesterday following its withdrawal from com- 
mercial property development and expressed optimism that British 
house prices would continue to rise. The company posted 1996 
results showing a 17 per cent increase in pre-tax profits to £Z6.4m. 


Company Results 


Beradln Holtangs [0 
MtaoMc towwaot (F) 
BSS lotemaUpna) (F) 
CopMCecp (F) 

Chart* (FI 

Chwaonl Barman [ft 

Pott |Q 

DUBattotty (F) 
must Bttamar ip 
Bca Hatfngt (U 
ErijUt Praperto (1} 
J—oot Hihor (F| 

Ihrty Ofl & fiat |H| 

BhmawlInMtF) 

Ha»6nttoortgtF| 

Hompdan fewp IF} 

Lapp (FI 

mattnIF) 

Marten 



Octfam HotfuP IF) 

fttfBrwwzaettiitffl 
mahoniBtaiffl 
Royal Oatan (F) 

EanmatF) 

Spantei |F} 

W rtUo aa tt Mta(Fl 

WtanGaaaaytF) 

WMWoitq 

(Ff -final 


TbnwnnrE 
Q Band 35ml 

-H 

9S8m [843ml 
43 im (51 .hill 
999.8m (854111) 
IBSm n73mj 
950m (1 (EUni 

- H 

88.4m imgru 
13 9m (izam| 
423m (5 mm) 

36. Pm 130.2ml 
37 Jm [63.3m) 

1 33w |l J5tm) 
aimU93m) 
41ST)|36Ant 
121m (133m) 
163m p55w 
aAnrtSwy 
25Cm [358m) 
5Q.Bmg34mi 
TWmnran) 

IQBmffflftn) 

252m fWflml _ 

-H 

31 2m [26.2m) 

96 5m |65Jm) 
221m [3»m) 
300m (Z4Sm) 
Z.atmp-Mbn) 
(N) ■ Mtnanunttn 


0.56m lOJrSnj 2.72p [4 32p> 


93,9m (63 Bm] 

25 7m (24 im| 
92m (13.1m) 
46m [97.5m| 
-3J5roPZ9ni) 
45.6m (53.1m) 
7.5m (4.4m) 
E.77m (625m) 

-1 56m (-0 10m) 
D37m fq 97m) 
5.07m (5.31m) 
6.16m t-S.96m) 
70.1m [84 2m) 
13.4m (7.7amj 

1 63m ((.53m) 
-Uam [1 46m) 
5.49m in 6ml 
E 5m [5. Bm) 
242fll 1-21 5m) ~ 
9.08m i-gaimi 
14,0m ( 13.2m; 
13.8m IlfiOm) 

17 Em (152m) 

9 4m g An) 
3i5m (137m) 
9.87m (8 52m) 
222m 33,7m) 

26 4m (22.5m) 
l?4m (llim) 


34 42p (2517p) 
■a.43p(SD4p) 
626p (8.6flp) 

13 7p (67 Sp) 
-3.Sjp|1B.Jp) 
152p I20.0P) 
17.440 M1.41p) 
6 Op (53p) 
~4-4p (-0-30) 
032o(-09p) 

15 45p (22.5P) 
SPl-5 8p) 
1Bp(25.76p) 
21.760(15250) 
7.27P f63p) 
-2.1pd.41p) 

17 4Sp l20J4p) 
IMP dB.flp) 
7.3p |-114p) 
B-tp (-14 Jp) 
102Sp(1&g1p) 
1BJp(1&.Wp) 
Z1.7p (17 Bp) 
442p (43,40) 

31 5p (17 3pl 
19.5p pfe 3p) 

21 7p (Z3.fr) 

9P(B1pl 

14.63p(1342p) 


?8p(15.4p) 

3S2p(3Jp) 

8 1E5p (8 125pi 
£95(1 127.5P) 
9J7pi96£p) 
169p(lB9p) 

6. Ip HDBpI 

1 Sp (1 Sp) 
nl(025p| 

-H 
C T5p Qp| 

ip Hoi 

12.75p (12 7Spi 
loozpdoogpi 

2 4p(2p) 

0.75PH 
11.50 H 
RCpffJp) 

42p H 
4P13PI 
5 5p f? fi5p) 
6.6ft H 
9.65ft IB Sp) 
«X»(18p> 
&5P(-) 
3.2ppS5p) 
T045p(9Jp) 

SSPH 

3 3ft (3.lpi 








business 


WEDNESDAY ™ MARCH 199-7 • THE INDEPENDENT 


3obby Moore’s son finds 
a new home at Chelsea 

People & Business 


Every schoolboy knows that 

die great Bobby Moore, cap- 
tain of England's triumphant 
World Cup soccer team in 
1966. played for West Ham. 
Now 1 hear that Bobby's son. 
Dean Moore, has been made 
publican of the Chelsea Gate, 
u pub slap bang opposite 
Chelsea's ground at Stamford 
Bridge. 

Mr Moore jnr has been 
assigned this pub by The 
Magic Pub Company, which 
acquired it with a bundle of 
other boozers last year from 
Greene King for £200m. Can 
this Chelsea appointment be 
a practical joke at the young 
Mr Moore's expense? 

Mounted police are sta- 
tioned outside the doors of 
The Chelsea Gate on match 
days. Whether this is to pre- 
vent angry Chelsea fans from 
wreaking revenge on the son 
of their former East End rival 
remains a mystery. 

The bitter-sweet news reaches 
us that Sam Jaffa, noted BBC 
journalist, has leapt the fence 
to become head of media re- 
lations for Price Waterhouse, 
the big-six accountancy Grm. 

Hymning the joys of audits 
and corporation tax will be 
quite a contrast to Mr Jaffa's 
17-year sojourn at the Beeb. 
He’ has reported on the Trou- 
bles in Northern Ireland, the 
Zeebrugge ferry disaster and 
the Wapping print riots, to 
name just a few. 

He is also famous for hav- 
ing been introduced by u pre- 
senter when he was in Belfast 
with the line: "Sam Jaffa was 
with the Orangemen." 

So why the change to ac- 
countancy? "I know' people 
think it's selling oul but I 
look at it as selling in." he 
says. "It was time for a 
change, and PW came up 
with an attractive offer." 

A jovial and sociable 44- 
year-old from Leeds who now 
lives in Chelsea. Mr Jaffa was 
known for throwing parties 
for fellow journal ists during 
the lengthy Blue Arrow trial 



Eastender: Bobby Moore in 
his West Ham glory days 

in the 1980s. The football- 
playing racehorse part-owner 
also covered a large chunk of 
the Maxwell affair and pub- 
lished a collection of anec- 
dotes called Maxwell Stories. 

He's got another book out 
in April. Safe as Houses. 
which traces financial scan- 
dals from the South Sea Bub- 
ble to the present day. In it 
he devotes a chapter to 
BCCl, the corrupt interna- 
tional bank which was closed 
by regulators six years ago. 
The auditors of BCCl. who 
were much criticised by regu- 
lators after the closure, were 
none other than PW. No 
doubt Mr Jaffa’s new employ- 
ers will find his book gripping. 

Michael Tbnlmin, who lost 
the job of chief executive at 
United Provincial Newspa- 
pers last year, has now been 
relieved of the chairmanship 
and has left the group, part of 
United News & Media, wiLh a 
pay-off of more than £400,000 
after 36 years’ service. 

He has gone abroad to ski 
and ponder his future, armed 
with an antique barograph, 
presented by his successor as 
chief executive. Stephen 
Grabiner, a framed cartoon 
and a mock-up front page of 
tributes, a part of every 
departing journalist's leaving 
ceremony. 


He was also paid glowing 
tributes by his successor, by 
Lord Stevens, the chairman 
of United News & Media, 
and by Dugal NLs bet-Smith, 
the recently retired director 
of the Newspaper Society. 

But he left no doubt that 
his departure was not volun- 
tary and he has no firm plans 
for the future. "At die tender 
age of 53 I am fortunate to 
have this change thrust upon 
me when I can still look for- 
ward to putting in a few more 
years broadening my experi- 
ence elsewhere," he told his 
colleagues. 

He had been chief execu- 
tive since 19SS and chairman 
since 1988. He was on a two- 
year contract and his remu- 
neration in 1995 was 
£205,311. He also holds op- 
tions on around 183,000 
shares. Mr Grabiner, 3S, was 
formerly managing director 
of the Daily Telegraph and 
joined UNM last year as 
executive director with 
responsibility for all the 
group newspapers, including 
the Express titles, and as chief 
executive of UPN. which is 
being refocused on its 
heartland in Yorkshire and 
the North of England. 

Returning to East End sport- 
ing heroes for a moment, for- 
mer heavyweight pugilist 
Henry Cooper will be among 
those playing at a charity golf 
tournament, the City Open, 
organised by Reuters in aid of 
the Teenage Cancer Trust. 

The first stage in April in- 
volves 40 pairsper day at 10 
golf days, most at the London 
Golf Club near Sevenoaks. 
Each pair pays £200 to enter 
the knock-out round, and the 
finalists will play in the 
Bahamas at the end of May. 

The organisers aim to raise 
£10,000 for the charity. 

More details can be found 
on Cityscreen on Reuters by 
typing in KIDS and hitting 
enter. 

John Willcock 


Wolseley errs on the side of caution 

Volseley has a track record most in- T^TTI? TNVF^TMFiNT C/OLUMN ^Mperceot'tofl^ ^ 
'estors would give their eve teeth for. i- -LIN V HiO I IYIHiIY 1 in 1996 


Wolseley has a track record most in- 
vestors would give their eye teeth for. 
Richard Ireland, the chairman, can 
rightly boast that the builders’ merchant 
has consistently delivered compound 
earnings growth of 20 per cent for as 
long as anyone cares to remember. 

Lastyear’ssHght profits dip now looks 
like a mere hiccup and the latest half- 
year figures make encouraging reading 
- even if Wolseley continued its tradi- 
tion of playing down the prospects. 

Mr Ireland's words of caution are 
worth repeating. The upturn in the UK 
housing market is described as fragile 
and "unlikely to deliver much benefit 
to our UK distribution activities until 
later this year”. There is as yet no sign 
of a "consistent pattern of improvement 
across all regions in our ligbtside and 
beayyside activities". 

Mr Ireland is as pessimistic about the 
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is exposed to the new-boild market. 

House broker Albert E Sharp looks 
for pre-tax profits of £274m, rising to 
£307m in 1998. That puts the shares, 
down Up to 495p, on a prospective 
p/e of 15 falling to less than 14. Hold. 

Aga market 
warms up 

Glynwed International, the Aga cook- 
era to metals distribution group, has 
been trying hard to escape Che business 
cycle. Mid-way through 1995, it beefed 
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should not recur this year, when the 
continued upturn in the cycle should 
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immediate future for in the UK. "Con- up its presence in the market for UK 
sumera may be reluctant to increase ex- infrastructure projects when it paid 
pendituze to any great extent until after £170m for Victaulic, a maker of 
the general election," be suggests. pipeline parts for the water industry and 
That is to say nothing of the poor for BG, the transportation side of the 
state of the French and Austrian econ- old British Gas. It faDowed that up last 
omies as they prepare for European year by dumping four businesses with 


way to go to break free from the cycle. 

Not surprisingly perhaps, the good 
news from the consumer busi- 
nesses. Glynwed shifted 15 per cent 
more sinks and cookers fastyear. with, 
its up-market products doing particu- 
larly well. As well as the Agas, which 
sell at up to £8,000 a piece, the less 
exalted Ravel-Leisure cooker business 
is expanding capacity to . meet de- 
mand for its new Rangemaster offer- 
ing, which retails at up to £1,800. 

The pipe systems business was 
boosted by a first full-year contribution 
of £15m from Victaulic. but much of 
the rest of Glynwed was hamstrung by 
weak European markets and a slump 
in the price of non-ferrous metals. The 
weak German market hit demand for 


UK. Assuming pmfiix 
around £94m, the shares, down Oop at 
304p, stand on a modest multiple or I— 

Attractive only as a draft -term buy. 

Ileal’s has a 
lot in store 

Heal's stock market flotation is Kkety 
to attract a good; deal of interest from 
smaller investors. A well-known high 
street brand, it has a strong reputation 
particularly for beds, and its cus- 
tomers have included the Queen. 

Tbe shares have now been priced at 
175p, valuing Heal's at £21 3m, On 
earnings last year of l2J7p, that puts 


economic and monetary union. All told, 
the building distribution division in 


combined trading losses of £900,000. 
principally the historic Wednesbury 


Europe, including tbe UK, saw trad- Tube copper pipes operation, 
ing profits decline by £1.6m to £47.6m. The loses and expected losses on the 

As for building distribution in the US disposals accounted for the bulk of Ghn- 
-Wolse ley’s largest market -first-half wed's £I6.2m exceptional charge last 
trading profits advanced to £56. 6m, a year, up from £700,000 before, cutting 


22 per cent rise, but again there was a 
caveat, this time concerning the 
strength of sterling. This wiped £4.2m 
off Wolse ley's bottom line and the hit 
will be even bigger in the second half 
if exchange rates stay at current levels. 

None of this should give cause for 
undue concern. The healthy state of the 
balance sheet - gearing is just 13 per 
cent despite £71m being spent on ac- 
quisitions - means the roll-out of the 
Plumb Center and Pipeline Center 
branches should continue apace. An- 
other 64 were added in Europe in the 
first hall bringing the total to 924, while 
the US now boasts 508, up from 474. 

But in a low-inflation environment 
where price increases are becoming a 
distant memory, acquisitions are in- 
creasingly necessary to drive earnings 
forward. Without them, analysts reckon 
Wolseley would be sitting on an em- 
barrassingly big £ 150m cash pQe by the 
end of 1999, even assuming capital ex- 
penditure continued to outpace de- 
preciation by a comfortable 30 percent 

In terms of branch coverage, Ger- 
many remains a big gap on the map, 
but buying into Europe's largest mar- 
ket will be expensive and investors may 
be reluctant to take more Wolseley 
paper. Tbe other concern is in the US. 
especially in the lumber business which 


pre-tax profits from £84 2m to £70.1 m 


■ V /,v higher ticket items, such as pens ana 

■ m j~ -I:"-' i ‘ 'jlS l' i-.-ir'icjfr'.'iT - sofas. There have also been signs of a 
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Against that is the prospect of wind- 
?. v- v-'-’l* f"'' fall bonuses from the Halifax, Woolwich 
Pre^x profit? (fin). : '[82* ■}. and other mutual society flotations. 

trjck for company will be to 
expand its store portfolio from iJs base 

• V .'.k ^ ■ : v - ~ of three into a larger chain without 
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drain covers and the like, while the di- the shareson a historic multiple of 14 
ifrfr n bashing engineering steel into the or 17.4 after adjustments, a discount 

-“aLSSSfc smaller punters 
slump 7 'per cent in 1996. Exports, isthatthisisonlyaplacmgsomv^tora 
mostly to Europe, slumped £15m and not linked to a broker can ontybuy 
the metals processing operation did well shares after dealings start on 24 March, 
to hold its profits fall to 3 percent.. Another is that Heal sis coming to the 

The real pain, however, came in market in a period of som e unc ertainty. 
nv»infc rffari h wrinn where a 40 per cent The marathon election campaign is im- 
: settling and whichever party wins, the 

stock market is expecting higher io- 
IjKBUnUMSHHHHP terest rates, which amid affect sales of 
i i shrtfrifcl&4B5it : - 3 ftV. 4 s higher ticket items, such as beds and 
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ket. Tbe company is raising £1.8m to 
frind expansion and is looking at 
around 10 stores in total, which looks 
about right So far Heal's has two stores 
in London and one in Guildford, so 
there is plenty of room for growth in 
the UK before moving into buoyant 
overseas retail markets like Dublin. 

Heal’s is always going to a cyclical 
company whose fortunes are link ed to 
the housing market. And competition 
will come not just from Habitat and the 
Conran Shop, but department stores 
such as tbe mighty John Lewis. So there 
are threats, but with a strong brand 
name, the competitivetypriced shares 
are still worth a look. 
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) FANTASY 

1FANTASY FOOTB AUp^ FOOTBALL 

Latest Reslilts and Top 50 Teams 

Top Fifty League Table 

CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 17 AUGUST - 9 MARCH 


^THE INDEPENBE1NT INDEPENDENT ON SUNDAY 

T oday we publish the latest results in our Results will be published every Wednesday in The 
Independent Fantasy Football game. Independent for all games played from the pre- 
supported by Philips Energy Saver vious Monday to Sunday inclusive. They will also The overall winaei 

Light Bulbs. appear the following Sunday, in the Independent rl .„ u , 

on Sunday. The overall Top 50 League table will 
be printed every Wednesday and again cm Sunday. 

Terms and conditions as previously published 
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FANTASY 


POS. NAME 


MR PETER FRANKENTAL 


IQSI MARTI 


MR ASHLEY BRETTUE 

RELEGATION 12 

788 

MR SEAN BROSNAN 

OASIS 

776 

MR WILLIAM BARR 

KRUEGER F.C 

772 

MR SIMON UU 

DEFENCE ROVERS 

771 

MR SCOTT MCINERNEY 

- 

770 

MR JOHN COX 

SOUTH FILL F.C. 

769 


MR GRAHAM LONGSDANE 


MR ADAM HOGG 

MR JONATHAN FURNESS 

MR IAN GROUT 

MR RICK YAP 

MR GARPIEtP MC CULLEN 
MR KEITH HORRY 


SANDUNG strollers 


BLAGGY HOGG 


RED STAR CARDIFF 


OUT OF MIND 

GARFIELD BOYS SECOND 


ORGANIC MANURE F.C. 


MR K B MALCOLM 


INTER MALCOLM 


T oday we publish the latest results in our 
Independent Fantasy Football game, 
supported by Philips Energy Saver 
Light Bulbs. 

The Team Market and Scores table published below, 
shows four scores. The Week 3 1 (Wk 31) column lists 
all points scored in Premiership matches played be- 
tween Monday 10 March - Sunday 16 March inclu- 
sive. Column B lists all points scored before the transfer 
period. Column A lists all points soared after the trans- 
fer period The Overall (Ov) column lists the total 
amount of points scored in all matches played from 
Saturday 17 August - Sunday 16 March. 

Also published today is the Top 50 League table (see 
left). It lists the overall top scoring Independent Fan- 
tasy Football managers and their teams for matches 
played between Saturday 17 August - Sunday 9 March. 


PRIZES 


4 points for a goal ■ 4 points fora goalkeeperfdefender 
dean sheet ■ 3 points fora successful assist ■ I point 
when a player is selected and plays m J point for a 
winning goal ■ 3 points for a manager win, I point 
fora draw ■ Lose I point for a yellow card ■ Lose 3 
points for a red card 


The overall winner at the end of the season wfll be 
the entrant who has accrued more points than any 
other Independent Fantasy Football team in that 
time. Win the ultimate prize - a trip to the 1998 
World Cup in fiance. The winner, plus companion, 
will see all the action of a quarter-final and a semi-fi- 
nal of their choice, plus the finaL In addition, the 
highest scoring team each month will win a pair of 
tickets to one of En gland’s World Cup qualifying 
games at Wembley. 


Team Market and Score 


B- Before transfer period 
A- After transfer period 


OVERALL SCORE CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 17 AUGUST- 16 MARCH; WEEK 3 1 SCORE CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 3 MARCH - 16 MARCH 


15 

16 

MR PAUL MATTHEW 

MR PETER FRANKENTAL 

THE DOOR MAT 

ARLENS1U 

760 

756 

17 

18 

18 

MR ] GODWIN 

MR A MORGAN 

MR ANDREW GODOEN 

NORVOOD 

KICK START 

F.C. ALZEY 

753 

757 

752 

» 

20 

MR SIMON DRAPER 

MR GARY HARROWS 

PLATE EC. 

101 STARS 

751 

751 

20 

MR JONATHAN DAVIS 

GOLDEN TEAM 

7SI 

20 MR ROBERT GREENFIELD THE GULLS 751 

24 

25 

MR JONATHAN MCCR0SSEN 

MR DARREN NICHOLAS 

WASH TOP ARMY 

EDNA 

750 

749 

25 

27 

MR JOE GOODING 

MR TONY AKIN DALE 

TEAM SQUIDUPS 

OLUE VILLA 

749 

748 

28 

MR WOODHOUSE 

LEE BURNS CHEST 

747 

29 

MR ANDY SWANNEY 

DOG'S BRICK 

746 

29 

MR O j JOHNSON 

WAGON wpfttLS 

THE AWAY WINNERS 

746 

12 

33 

DR STEPHEN MATTHEWS 

MR PAUL RICHARDSON 

IMPERIAL BATES 

CINCINATI STORM 

74S 

744 

13 

)5 

MR ANDREW BOLTON 

MRP CURRAN 

ANDREWS B TEAM 

744 

742 

16 

MR CHRIS SCOTT 

BRUCE LEE F.C 

741 

36 

MR BILL COOPER 

YEP MOP 7000 

741 

16 

MR BARRY MORGAN 

BAZZAS BOYS 

741 

16 

MR G WHITE 

WHITE CITY 

741 

40 

MR ASHLEY BRETTLE 

FAKE MADRID 

739 

41 

MR J TAR BOX 

WARDEN 

733 

41 

MR KRJ5TOV BAEHWALD 

TOM & PHILIP 

738 

43 

MR STEVEN HART 

KEFS COWBOYS 

737 

43 

MR S KING 

CRUISING ALEXANDREA 

737 

43 

DR STEVE GILL 

MORE POINTS THAN SOTON 

737 

43 

43 

MR MARK HAYDEN 

MR ANDY LANE 

TROWBRIDGE WANDERERS 

IF ANYONE CAN TOUCAN 

737 

737 

AS 

MR PETER FRANKENTAL 

SANDING 

736 

49 

MR R PRINGLE 

DEEPDALE VILLA 7 

735 


CODE PLUER 


3m S ea m a n ARS 

.'■l> Bo^atch AV 

.VM FVntn BLA 

Kharme CHE 

Kb Hiicfacock CHE 

307 OenntTC COV 

Rian CY.lV 

JM SouifuJI EVE 

330 Manvn LEE 

533 JWs UV 

335 Poole LEI 

336 Ho lit DER 

53“ Schmuchel ML 

333 Wabfc MID 

53* Srnicck NEV 

5M Hslop NEB 

3»3 Crovilev NOT 

.'-Li Wrijjhi NOT 

545 Btasam SOT 

5-to Pressman SW 

>47 Colon SUN 

5-W V,alkar TOT 

.«*) MUdoUco WH 
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market report / shares 


Pre-election bid speculation finds a focus in BG 



As ttje election campaign apt 
Mfler way? the stock market 
«st around for possible 
coLporate activity to provide 
some action in me nm up to 
pollmg day. • ■ 

.BG, the pipeline and espio- 
ration and production side of 
the split Bntish Gas; emerged 
as the initial favourite for 
takeover attention. 

hx often brisk trading its 
shares, already regarded as 
oveipricedby many 
jumped 5p to 173J5p. 

Shell, often rumoured as 
being interested in British Gas 
before the break-up, was yi»f 

to be ferag op a deal The gen- 
erators, National Power and 
BowerGen, and assorted US 
groups were also pnt in the 
frame. 

The Gas story; in one fm-m 
or another, is. If nothing eke, 
displaying remarkable re- 




oted and far 

dries, rumours 


of corporate- action refuse 10 
die down. 

The demerger, producing 
BG and Centrica, has, how- 
ever, freed BG from many of 
the old problems and its ex- 
tensive gas and oil operations 
could certainty beof interest to 
a group like ShelL 

Cfentrica, too, has been sub- 
jected to tel speculation but 

ticra^anrf 1 has faded and its 
Abates, off Q.75p at 6025p, are 
bumping along at iheir low. 

Shell, in a firm oil sector, 
rose 6-5p to L089.5p and 
British Petroleum, as a US se- 
curities firm called Rest Albany 
said buy, added 6_5p to 709 .5p. 

- Lajano, with Palastan strike 

to?56p and JKX (Ml and Gas 
flared 12L5p to46p. 

The rest of the market had 
a typically pre-election expe- 
rience. Footsie was at one 
time down 33J2 points, dosing 
16-5 off at 4356.8. There was 
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once again evidence of small 
investors locking in some of 
their profits from the bull nm 
with private cEent stockbrokers 
often busy. 

The possibility of a Labour 
windfall tax failed to dampen 
British Steel, up 45p to 
15S 25p; the planned merger 
between the German Tbyssen 
and Krupp steel groups, was 
seen as likely to lead to firmer 
prices. Rafltrscfc was another 
without 'a windfall care - up 
35p to 4645p. But Labour’s 
tax proposal was not totally 
ignored; BAA, the airports 
group, fell 135p ro5075p and 
ScottishPowET damned 55p to 
34Sp. 

Renters, probably weighed 


down by its big US involve- 
ment, fell to a new 12-month 
low -off 11.5pto 6285p.R*ed 
International, rumoured to be 
in the information group’s 
sights, also gave ground, off 16p 
at l,165p. 

Cantab Pharmaceuticals 
was the latest to find it is bet- 
ter to travel than arrive. Its 
long-rumoured vaccine link 
with Glax o Wellcome was fi- 
nally confirmed and high flying 
Cantab promptly fell 60p from 
its 1.0725p peak. Shield 
Diagnostic slipped lZ5p to 

660p. 

Reports of a price war in the 
music market, with Tesco and 
Safe way cutting album prices, 
sent WH Smith and EMI into 


a spin. Smith lost l9-5p to 
459.5pand EMI 15p to l,165p. 

Imperial C he mi ca l Ind- 
ustries remained under the 
whip of the KJeinwort Benson 
downgrading, falling a further 
I5p to 7l6Jp. 

Rolls-Royce slipped l-5p to 
2415p. Overseas shareholders 
now account for 2934 per 
cent of the shares; if the -9-5 
per cent ceding is breached 
there will be forced selling. 

Limelight, the bathroom 
and kitchen group, had that 
plug-bole feeling with the 
shares slurping 35p lower to 
1075p as it confirmed ru- 
mours of Hi'wnal trading. Dor* 
ling Kiodersley, the reference 
book and CD-Rom publisher, 
lest 51p to 270p as the strong 
pound was blamed for an 
expected year s profit falL 

The plight of another CD 
Rom gr o up . Epic Multimedia, 
worsened with tbe shares, 
floated at 105p in May, losing 
25 per cent of ibeir value and 


falling io a 9p low. Tbe com- 
pany produced a stark profit 
warning last month when it 
dosed four fifths of its pub- 
lishing arm, which represented 
£1.7m of the group’s £42m 
turnover, and parted from with 
fourdirectors- 
Card Clear, the credit card 
protection group, put on 2p to 
47p; it is buying a US company 
specialising in the prevention 
of telecom credit car fraud. 
Tomorrow CC plans a presen- 
tation to institutions, 
Flextech, fresh from its deal 
with the BBC, slumped 64Jp 
to 6865p as the market fretted 
about director shore soles. 

Hay & Robertson fell 17p lo 
I 275p- A few weeks ago the 
shares touched 1785p. At last 
month's shareholders meet- 
ing the company, which has 
merchandising links with Terry 
Venables and Ruud Gullit as 
wefl as tbe Football Associa- 
tion, made as upbeat trading 
statement. 


Taking Stock 


O fledgling hotel company 
Hanover International turned 
2p to f49ip on talk of a pos- 
sible takeover bid. Put togeth- 
er by Peter Eyfes, who used to 
run Norfolk Capital, it has 
seven hotels, most acquired 
from a French finance bouse 
which repossessed them dur- 
ing the recession. Thistle Ho- 
tels, 2p lower at 1855p, is 
rumoured to hate on acquisi- 
tion in its sights. Hanover is 
capitalised at 126m. 

O Eleco, making building 
materials, gained 2p to 15p, 
despite an Increased half- 
year loss of £156m. New 
chairman John Ketteley is 
accelerating the property 
disposal programme to 
reduce borrowings. 

O Berkeley Playhouse, 
developing a table-da nemg 
chib in London's West End. 
arrived on Ofex, moving from 
lOOp to 103p. 
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RACING: On the eve of tomorrow’s start to a new season on the level, the top trainers tell Ian Davies their horses to follow 

Fancy free as the Flat moves to centre stage 


JACK BERRY 

Somosterra, a two-year-old 
colt by Paris House, should go 
well in the Brocklesby Stakes 
at Doncaster [fomoirowj; The 
string isn't as forward as usu- 
al but my yard has a reputation 
for having its horses ready 
early and I feel that, if I don’t 
get mine as fit as possible, m 
be letting the punters down. 
Somosierra has been showing, 
speed at home and, although 
Fm in the dark as to how fie 
will compare with other train- 
ers’ two-year-olds, Tm hoping- 
he'll give a good account Hey- 
Up-Mate {named after the 
trainer's method of expre ssing 
salutations] is another likely, 
early sort, who should soon be 
running.” 

dUVE BRITTAIN 
“Fantastic Fellow has done ex- 
tremely well overthe'-winter and 
Tm ai ming him at the- Green- 
ham Stakes at Newbury en 
route to the 2,000 Guineas. A 
big strong colt, he won a York 
maiden before finishing fourth .. 
to Desert King in theNational 
Stakes at the Curragh. He led 
untii near the finish when fourth 
to Bahamian Bounty in the 
Middle Park Stakes at New- 
market He will need a mile. Air 
Express is another who has 
wintered well. He’s very stnrdy 
and did well last year, despite 
a cracked hoot He will be 
aimed at the Free Handicap at 
the Graven meeting before go- 
ing for the 2,000 Guineas.” 

NEVILLE CALLAGHAN 
“Danetime has come on over 
the winter. He won a maiden as 
a juvenile over six furlongs and 
was second in the Houghton 
Stakes but will want seven fur- 
longs or a mile this year. Chief- 
tain is a two-year-old I like. He 


is by Indian Ridge and has 
been showing ability. He will be 
r eady to run in AprD.” 

PETER CHAPPLE-HYAM 
“Revoque is in great form. He 
has wintered very well and has 
grown about half an inch," which 
is about right f have kept him 
on the go and he has just done 
his first serious piece of work. 
He win run in a Classic trial only 
if the weather, gets bad and. he 
is held up in ms work. Other- 
wise he. win go straight far ei- 
ther the 2,000 Guineas or the 
French 2,000 Guineas at Long- 
champ, .where he enjoyed so 
mudi success as a two-year-old. 
I hope Revoqtie will be a Der- 
-l^ boise but, while Pm sure hell 
stay 10 furlongs, I can’t be sure 
about him staying a inUe and a 
i half. Royal Court has strength- 
ened up really well and 1 think 
he has a big hnine. He rah a ter- 
rific race when .two lengths 
third to Dushyantor and Mons 
in -the Great Voltigeur Stakes 
and I reckon lie had simply had 
enough' for the year .when he 
was fourth fo^ll Street in the 
Cumberland Lodge Stakes on 
Frankie Dettori day at Ascot.” 



John Dunlop: Bahhare plan 


HYPERION . 
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ROGER CHARLTON 
“King Alex had some prob- 
lems last year and ran only 
twice, winning a Leicester maid- 
en and then finishing second to 
Dr Massini at York. He has 
come on over the winter and 1 
will be looking to start him off 
in a conditions race over 10 fur- 
longs in April. He will slay a 
mile and half and should de- 
velop into a pattern-race per- 
former. He would hot want the 
ground too firm and might 
prove suited by an easy surface. 
Wcrim is another lightly-raced 
sort, who should progress. He 
won a Ripon maiden last year 
and runs in the Doncaster Mile 
. [tomomwl." 

PAUL COLE 

“^brfcshire had physical prob- 
lems last year and was prone to 
.scarring easily, but he has come 
through the winter extremely 
well. He won easily over a mile 
at Salisbury and {he is by Cole's 
1991 Derby winner. Generous] 
is going to need every inch of a 
mile and a half this year. I’ll start 
him off in one of the Derby tri- 
als. Merit will again be trained 
for the Chester Cup - which he 
won by six lengths last year. He 
goes well on soft ground." 

LUCA CUMANI 
“Man Howa has done very well 
and should achieve things this 
year. He shewed promise as a 
two-year-old, finishing second to 
Yashmak in a six-furlong New- 
market maiden before winning 
a similar race in July. Having 
had only the two runs he is very 
fresh and could improve a lot. 
He will be ready to run in April 
and will be suited by seven fur- 
longs to a mile. Jaunty Jack ran 
three times last year, finishing 
second each time and the form 
of those races looks good He 


It’s time to talk turf- The 'Fiat turf season starts at Doncaster 
tomorrow, the Lincoln is on Saturday and the Craven meeting 
is just 27 daysa way .Trainers are getting serious with their strings 
and already have a shrewd idea what 1997 will bold for them. 
Same betieve the next few months will bring Classic success, oih- 
ers hope to stage coups in big - and small handicaps. Game 

S hs are being drawn up. and stratagems devised. Following a 
of horses, is a fascinating alternative to form-book study - 
and can throw up big-priced winner's. The Independent's train- 
ers! Hsi of Flat horses to follow in 1996 ran 144 times, winning 
25 Hat races - and two over hurdles - and showing a pre-tax 
profit of £43.16.10 a £1 stake. They included Royal Ascot's King 
Edward VH Staked winner Amfortas (66-1), Ntmslnrpa (14-1 £ 
Jiainairah Sunset (12-1) and Ihrawa (10-1). . 


is going to stay a mile and a half 
but I wfl] start him off in a maid- 
en over 10 furlongs in April. " 

ED DUNLOP 

“Generous Gift is a three -year- 
old who has matured in recent 
months and should stay a mile 
and a half. He was a close sec- 
ond in a mile maiden at Thirsk 
and will start off in a mile and 
a quarter maiden at the Craven 
meeting. Jamrat Jnmairah has 
had lots of problems. She ran 
once as a two-year-old and 
again made only one appear- 
ance last year when winning a 
Pontefract maiden by five 
lengths. Although that was on 
a fast surface, 1 t hink she needs 
give. The plan is to get hersome 
black type [awarded for winning 
or being placed in a pattern race 
- which enhances stud value. 
She won over a mile but might 
have the speed to prove effec- 
tive at seven furlongs." 

JOHN DUNLOP 
“Bahhare has done weD phys- 
ically over the winter. He has 
strengthened up and my inten- 
tion is to run him in foe CTaven 
Stakes rather than the Green- 
ham at Newbury, where the 
ground is sometimes soft Bah- 
hare has never run on anything 


FORM GUIDE 

Maa-tendcapfUd NO FIDDLING mss sent 0 if lemma at Modal Rosen Mter art encour. 

. agng return at Warwick but could finish only sficth to Sassver m firs -ume M inters, atoert 
beaten under 10 tengto. No Rdding b med In a vsor now ana should be suited by this 
softer couree. DbvxJ BnO^aier 8 #*n rakes the nde. The Toteeach may prow ihe biggest 
danger desptte can>ng s hefty list Ulb. Succasfli at Nmbuy last March, he has tun 
wll moo Hare ttes season. Iasi nme in fourth id Lwd McMunou&i bach ai Newbwy- Wasal 
Street has landed tw> of his fair races Bus year but Gaappofoied at wstfteiby In January 
when puled up tn Nick The Bash's race. The Toteeach finwrigtfMd. His wins tew as been 
«*h cut intofoet, which he Is unHtely lo^t today. After an encoura^ngfiret tun m a hand- 
Icap huidte, Bob’s Ploy went off ftMounte tor ShtetfTmuir'B Leicester race but was tailed off 
in seventh of eyra. He is 4lo out of the horeficap toctay. Ttea Nettle Danger is 5fo wrong 
at the weights and would be oetrer over farther. Sete cUon: NO FlDOUNft 

JULIAN BELFRAGE MEMORIAL HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS ! 
C) £6^00 added 3m If Penalty VjXub £4^435 

1 12F13S StRjOh ROYAL [23] (laayfrre Bercreo OBrsnnan U 12 0 MDeaaan 

2 3STOTP- DWTUSHriJP (330) (CO) dwS teflon Msb II ID 13. — M A Ffepnahf B 

3 62-0302 HMSBSIOWN UU7I IS J Socrcu) G BreftglO }03 BOffiaMB 

4 P44642 FASTTROUGRIStlQ (CD) (WH Dm) D Gandorto 10 10 0 . — lOdnnw 

5 4JFF-2U RBMCBSBOW[7)Pri(ABayas)Mra5»n«ilOlOa B¥IMmoa{7) 

, . ,. -Sdadared- 

Mtuiy n wBffrc 10 s. Tn* fumteap eef^ite.- Fast Jhaufns to lJJx teapm Rote to 7b 
BEnMB; 1 W TtetTbqctfte, Hantetow Lady, 7-3 Doirt U0N Up. Stott (toy*. M Reapen Rod. 
199b Mates Me Goosey B ID 4 L Honey 7-2 (Mn I UcNe) 7 tan 
FORM GUIDE 

FAST THOUGHTS won ths race tw yeare ^p when rated 121b tx^wr and has shown enough 
to surest ne Is ready to sbite for Hie fret nme since. The 10 - year -old was staying on at 
the death vN»n Biree tenths second to Mr Invader owr three and a half mrtes at Whvteor 
last tnie. He n 31b out of the handfoap but should g> «tel under lOst. Strath Royal is at 
the other end of the handicap butmay pose the biggest tereaL The li-year-old mteeed all 
last season having improved rapidly thrautfi 1994-95 to win ste times. He was wen beat- 
en behind Act The Wag on HB return a Newcastle recently, but has been let dmm to a 
gpoo mark and is sure to smp fitter. HairtatoMi Lady ran her best race of the esason when 
second to Cretan at Fonuwfl recently and has every chance on that form. Don’t tight Up 
won first lime out here at about thq time last year, so lack of a recent run should noi be 
a problem, but Reapatv Rack s 2li> out of tne handicap. MooHaa: FAST THOUGHTS 

[A 1f|l HARTWELL LAND ROVER NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE 
LZ=^li (CLASS E) £2^25 added 2m Penalty value £2A95 

1 DSPl APACHE PMX (USA) (38) (D) (T R Praeon D Bunhel 4 11 10 -JHBudNfl 

2 300W mSBlS&UlBrtmPSyBll 7 WMtatae 

3 4235 HURBABE 137) pF ) (Itoqn BcoBil K Bailey 5 11 0 CDDayer 

4 059124 MSSOi« (Wfeaeo. Stots UJ) H Larrcan) 5 10 13 MrL8ater(7) 

5 523232 MS P 0 PFI£R)N (M Ms Cant Neemw) R Brshatan BIOS LMney 

6 336340 FosniVD |93) |L Gtoeni Mss C (ten 6 10 S D Leahy 

7 (HJUNJF ‘ ROMANY BUGS (49) (Hany SUeyl C Bn»te B 10 2 PSal Bgte r 


B 000004 MUERS fiOtDatGJBL ( 8 } (Uis S SnviM Ws S Smth G 10 1 - — 


-RMkkwwft) 

9 PPP BALLY W0NDBI ftB) E H HeaSfl Mn EHeKfi 5 10 0 ISwpto 

10 POODOO THE BSZO (18) LTt^moTJ J Fawn 6 100 PHaideyO) 

- 10 (teetered - 

Atonun ee^ic 1CSL Tn* henttayr we^gtetr tee Btno to. 

BETflNG: 7-2 Femn, 9-2 Yetaetoloe. 5-1 Apacbe Fork. Dbaohe, 6-1 IB PoppletaB, 7-1 mere Bold- 
eegfo, 10-1 Fegfifim, 14-1 Ito wany Bfore, 25-1 others 
1996: StenttN Rx 9 10 11 M A Hujpaid 9-1 IK Hogg) IS en 
FORM GUIDE 

FERRERS, an excellent thrd to Red Blazer hem In Decembei. nes ffeen encouragemem 
in his last three runs and looks ready to add to last season's Sed^field bumper win. He 
<mxM twe been second ro My Cneekv Mar> hers ten nwrtfi tut for hlsaig at the last, was 
far from ctegraced in wxh to tire iMaiad Gods Sauad at Wfetherty afteiwaitls and was beat 
en only about two tenths in fourth to Roman at Sedgefieid last week. Mr Popplaton had 
been absent once fintereng tWro ro Rcwestar at Warwick in Naiwnber before sting down 
e©n lengths so The Srewnagier a r Newbury o*g month. He was 91) out of tne handicap 
then and {foes off a 4tb lower mark now. but ms suing of placed efforts cuggoa a longer 
htp e needed. Apache Park showed anorored form In first -time hunters to land a da*rr>- 
ing turtle at Leicester last month but nw find die handicapper has teten his measure. 
«Ne two defeats since hs Taunton success suffiest the same Is true of Pteso tea. Fatoe - 
iahiete defem bi newoe dalmws are hardly encouraging. Selection: FERRERS 

H5~aK\ EMPRESS ELIZABETH OF AUSTRIA OPEN HUNTER CHASE 
(CLASS H) £2,000 added 2m Bt Penatty Value £1^06 

1 41RT-46 teCKHTON LAD (11) ftfcc B W Psnwl D Htftre, 13 12 4 tfrSDerech(7) 

2 -004-4 80UflKBl{lQIUsJTGSttidl MsJGdMll 12 0 — MrPtnfceffa (71 

3 U5-00CF CHARLES DBIGHT (2E) (Msan Panneteip) Us C HUkS 9 12 D Mr A Stesome (5) 

2 RUPPUP SIM QOS pcifrbu*?} Ms ft lamporl LI 12 0 HrAXtaMp) 

BETTING: 4-fl BoflMcar, 11-4 Mdtrton Lad 13*1 Star Oats, 14-1 Charles DefigM 
1996: CM Home B 11 7 Mr T Hs 11-4 (Mss S Ediadg) 5 ran 

|Gin| LETHEBY & CHRISTOPHER ‘NH ’ NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
~*TJ E) £2325 added 2m 5f Penalty VtNue £2,723 

1 333521 tORD ROUBLE 0£t (tee FMon Fennashp) J Gflod 6 U B P Mde 

2 646P-0 C0RMMUI2E (GQlRocrm (M K Mcrfon 6 11 2 WftyV 

3 00-35 fXSHON MARBi Dff (J B Surns) Mrs I ntdte 7 112 IRmey 

4 0 P HE & TWf OU S MAH U9) (Dnrta M ftmd ftirtnathpi J Jg*»B 6 11 2 Wllentaa 

5 620 STOfamABWEAIHEJ? (32) [Mrs C Itenbryl H Kendwsvi 5 11 2 MARtzsnid 

6 P- SJUSI SHJ9CV (319; P HbwSO P rtexfl 6 L01L Dflategficr 

BEmNft: Ml lord Rocaie, W StermytoinMettef, 6-1 Fatten Mater. 1« Contaalda. 16-1 Pres- 

flgfcan Haw KlShtf SBkWW 

1999: kyecatu* B H 2 A Thomion 3-1 fh BofisyilGan 
FORM GUIDE 

LORD ROOBLE (fid raatiy w el under a big wei^S on heavy groim to be second to Total 
Joy«a Lmgjield nemes narnficap that h® wotted out well and he dulyyistitteo otfissm 
status in a waahWindsnr race thamonih. He handtod good ground was enougi then. Sioiwjr- 
tairwuethar. sbUhtoQumi Eage fn a tempfon bumper In the autumn, shaped wa« m sec- i 
orxi to Motoqua at Wtewlch on IBs huraMng debut but efisappomed m Jazzman's Windsor 
race last nme. A repeat of me earfier toim would see hen pose tee main tnreat. Fashion 
Makar should tee benefited bom he Newtuy run bound Spring Double, his firet since 
glutting tfriw to Salmon Breere here in Norantbor, but ContauJzie showed ncnhing on his 
waftertv turning ftowt and former Irtsh pototar PreaUgou* Man was waa boaren in Spten- 
taa Thyne^ Newbury race on his debut In thin country recently. Selection: LORD ROOBLE 


FONTWELL 

ioai. RED BRANCH 

£%??SSS.4Tw:»i^ 
Ste-A®; h r t®sjfiTS 

KfflSJSSSsSsS. 

Tote: E3 50: U-70. s3 «- W- ^ ^ CSP ' 

“Sft J- me RNfWE NOB * 

7-5; 2. iwnue Bwoo 

S-^SSiSSSBi* 

Si-JSSSRSWiS 

TreS. 7-2 r. O- w* 3 ** 

^.V“tnMAN 3fif O S Jones) 31-4 

- 3. SpWSrtT AoWee 

SSWESSSf*^-* 


4JO: X. CLAIRESWAH (RchanJ Qjea) 7 
A tar. &■ Pccfda Vearealf 9-2: S. Togagi 
7 -L 7 t» M.& W7ompMrw.Toto:a20; 
£150.£3J0. OF. iA20. CSF: £».fi5. 
Ptacepot; £38.40. £36.«J- 

(Naoafe £55.84. Pfaca 6 s£47JS. 

SEDGEF1ELD 

7 11 V f _ snusH INTERVAL (R Supple) 
5 . 1 ; 2 . Suueto &U 3, IftHtawfiBracntoiB- 
w 13^iw. Una. X 3 (NW-J* 
£6.60; £3.00. £140. £120. Dfi gr^O. 
cm- po m. Trtr £21601 HftPoaeOfianad 
240c 1. WSS COLEI1E IM ftBMO 9rH 
2 Cool Wtftfter 6 - 1 - 3. ir *ctt« 6 - 1 7«. 
6 - 5 ta-.- D-AttW Soees. O, Ma DThom; 

sen)- Tote: £11® £1&00. E7J20. OF: 
tbi m CSF: £53JL& 

jib; j. THE TOASTS* C C 8 fcriran> 9* 
2- 2* Crass Canaan 4-5 fey, 3. TMn ftls 
^*^2. U. (Mb M MflSBW)- 
£5^0. OF: £2-50. CSF: Ct-32- ft&W P * 1 (1*- 
u wottifiawn no: untjefomers: Me 4 topMb 
ia all bets, deduct 5? m the £- 
X^l WVHi UHSHION lA DobOml 2- 
1 far 4. MaMRM »u *■ 

. I Trmi 2Vr, 4. 0 H 
£i50, S&M. D P- £23J0. CSF: £23.55. 


4JD: ±. HARFDSCOiT tP ffaenl 5-4 fair; 
2, King Fly 33-2: 3. Eml 9-2. XI ran. •/-. 
23- (Ms M Reveievi. Tote: £2-20; £5.10. 
£530, £160. DFr £29-20. CSP £47. la Tna 
£12,50. NR: MAe Stan. 

440:1 OLENLWE (N EenOBjr) 2-1 lor. 
2. Fry*) SataBte 3-^ 3 - ftir Kris 9-2 5 
ran. 2 % 27. (G Moore). Tote: £ 2 . 00 ; 
£130. £2.10. OF: £5.40. CSF: £7.57. NR: 
<Ast7Siaoa 

PtaMpot £25140- Quataot £26.10. 
PlKO es £15*34. Place 5: £154.92. 

UTTOKETER 

23ft 1 SHEQJN LAD fT Reed) 5-1 Z 

Satar Jtoi H Z 3. Lay It Off 11-1 8 ran. 
3-1 fov Dart Ten The Wife (puled up). L 13, 
(Mrs T Mdnnes Starnwr. Malton Mon twyJ. 
TWk £730; £2.00, £150. £18a DFs 
£1330. CSF: £28.59. incase £256.66. 

g g te 1 RADW7RE BRANDY K3 Leal 7- 
4 lor: 2. Dfataat Shone 26-1' 4L Aaatari- 
cal 25-1. IS ran. 1 4. (G Richards, 
OreystoteL Tote: £2.60; £160. £340. 
£ 6.90 DF: £258.00. CSF: £57.62. Tna 
£192-30 ipsn mu. poof St £247.12 to Ex- 
oter 2. 50 todayi . Wnner tsouefrt- m lor 5.600 
AlMTO- 


SL 20 : 1 SMUH TOO (R Fanart) 10-U fW 
2 . BmnUmea 3-1; 3. Unstawoo 5-2. 4 ran. 
27', 3'/,. I Mrs j Pitman). Tote I17Q. OF; 
£2.10. CSF: £3.73. ABt Whot'fi TO tM Story. 

150; 1 QUITE A MAN (C Maude] 10-1: 
2. l lpeB iy fl Wto toy 7-1 S. Another Com- 
edy 12-1 10 ran. 3 -Lfev After The ft* Ml. 
5, 22 . <S Brookshnr. LlffinffOrtl. Tote: 
£15-20: £4.70. £160. £190. DF: £4£L90- 
C£F:ffi033, Tncast £77135. Tita £156.60- 
NRk Boots N AM. MnhBrtMnbusines^, 
420: 1 IULDRUIB4Y CASTLE (F leafy) 
20-1 2. Country Iflnstref 16-1 3. Galway 
Bom 5-J. M an. 4-1 tov Barton Scamp. 
V:. 7«. U FteGeraid. MalUfl). Tote: £2090; 
£4.70, £6-20. £2.40. DF: £26&60. CSF: 
£27193. Tncast £160545. THk £62360. 
NR: Rojrace. 

460: l DICTUM il Cutiotyi 0-1; 2. Stt- 
v«r Tbyne 7-4 fav; 3. Han Of The Match 
1 S -1 12 tan. nfe 21 (lutes H Kn«»tL Wan- 
off). Tote: £&0ft £230, £150, £2.60. Df : 
£1320 CSF: £22£9. TiW £37.60. nre Mor- 
pheus & Stout To Speak. 
jackpot: not won (pool of £ . 22,29 198 ear- 
ned torwanl 10 tester today). 

Placepoe £1537.60 Qoadpot £280-80. 
Mara & £655.77. phue 6 : £185.04. 


bui fast ground and I don't chink 
he'd like it soft. He will then go 
for the 2.000 Guineas. Timeform 
seems to think he might stay the 
Derby trip, but I have ray 
doubts. His half-brother Bahri 
didn't and Tm inclined to think 
he will be a tuiler. Silver Patri- 
arch is a stayer. He won a list- 
ed race over a mile and a 
quarter at Newmarket and will 
start off in a Derby trial simply 
because, having won that pat- 
tern race. Lherc's nothing else 
for him. He could run in the 
Derby but. even at this stage, 1 
think he might be more of a St 
Lcejer horse." 

WILLIE HAGGAS 
"Yeast is a thoroughly genuine 
horse who I’m lucky to have. 
He's high in the weights for 
handicaps now and we're hop- 
ing to turn him into a pattern- 
race performer. He'll need to 
progress ai»?m and we will have 
a lot more idea of how he's 
shaping after he runs in the 
Doncaster Mile [tomorrow]. If 
he wins that, he may go for the 
Sandown Mile although he is 
best on a straight track. Royal 
Crusade is a nice colt by Diesis 
who won the Chesterton Maid- 
en Slakes over a mile at New- 


market. He has done well since 
and. while he isn't a strapping 
horse, he is imposing in a fine' 
iv-made. polished, way. He 
won't take much getting ready 
and I intend to run him in a 
Derby trial. He'll get a mile and 
a quarter and I'm hopeful^ he 
may Slav a mile and a half." 

JOHN HILLS 

“Crimson Tide finished sec- 
ond in a 7f Salisbury maiden and 
then won the Houghton Stakes. 
He was a baby last year but has 
improved a great deal through 
the winter. By Sadler's Wells, be 
is bred to stay a mile and a half 
standing on his head and he will 
start in one of the Derby trials 
at Sandown or the 10-forlong 
race at the Guineas meeting. He 
holds an entry in the 2.000 
Guineas and, as he shows plen- 
ty of speed, might just take his 
chance. Reunion is a three- 
year-old filly who won at Red- 
car m May but then had a 
setback. We got her back on the 
track in September when she 
finished last of three, beaten 
only two lengths in a conditions 
event at Leicester. Having won 
and then gone close in a con- 
ditions race, the Handicapper 
won't rate her lower then 85, so 
I'm forced to start her off in an- 
other conditions event. Al- 
though I'd like to go to 
Cane rick or somewhere like 
that with her. the only such races 
for Lhree-year-old fillies in April 
are the Nell Gwvn Stakes and 
the Fred Darling Stakes. We'll 
have to throw her in at the deep 
end but at least we’U have an 
idea of how good she's going to 
be. She might be a likely son for 
the Italian 1.000 Guineas.'’ 

MARK JOHNSTON 
“Double Eclipse was unbeaten 
in three races last year, includ- 


ing the Prix VictonucsM: Vigi- 
er at Longchamp. and he may 
start off in that again and then 
go for the Gold Cup. 1 really do 
think he is in the same class as 
Double Trigger hut 1 don't want 
them clashing in anything oth- 
er than a Group One race. 
One race I have in mind for 
Double Eclipse is the Prix du 
Cadran at Longchamp in Oc- 
tober as Double Trigger has nev- 
er done any good there. Fly To 
The Stars missed most of Jasi 
season. He was unlucky in both 
races we did manage to get into 
him. He delighted me by fin- 
ishing four lengths third of 23 
in a 6f maiden at Newbury and 
finished strongly when second 
in a 16-runner 7f maiden ai 
Redcar. He shuuld lose his 
maiden tag at Doncaster {he 
runs in the Melton Wood Maid- 
en Stakes (4.40) tomorrow] be- 
fore goinu on to better ihinus.” 

LYNDA RAMSDEN " 
Jack Ramsden. the trainers 
husband and highly respect eJ 
professional gambler, said: “I'd 
belter be careful what ! say be- 
cause the Handicapper reads 
these articles, you know. Epic 



Stouter Developing Child 


HYPERION 

Z20 Tales Of Hearsay 2L50 Purbeck Rambler 
350 Maid Equal 3L50 FINE HARVEST (nap) 4.20 
MDes More Fun <L50 Cool Gunner (nb) 

GOING: Good u> FVn (Good W pieces/. 

■ Paglu-tund. undulating course. Stiff um of lojunlnn. 

I Course is .“.m 5 Vi’ of Extier on A3S. ADMISSION: G randsund 
4 Ffcddodf A ]IV. SOrer tenfi SR (under - 1 Hi tree). CAR PARK: FTec. 

BUNKERED FIRST TOIK: CfiiUcartitiwi liSOT: VoBortaffli Wr 
S even Crown* (tfitored, 2.2IJJ. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: The MaUkanu 1 1-301 ha? hwn 
pent ISA wiha by Mum. C Saunders from NonJnmtmm. Nortliart*. 


9 OH) ROBERT WEBB TRAVEL NOVICE SELUNG 
HURDLE (CLASS G) £2^75 added 2m 2f 

1 <KU0a ; ACROSS THE BOW 1885) A Cum 7 112 fi Burney 

2 DO BEWHOGRHJ (I3J R Fn® S 11 2 Jftns 

3 CSWto DECEIT THE SECOND (12) P fatianj 5 11 2 SBrnaB 

4 412130 AST CADET (37) MftpeG 112 4 P McCoy V 

5 O-OOPOO SEHHOLE WRO (4) C R Barrel 6 11 2 BPoaelV 

6 T2G23& TALES Of HE4RS4T (398) C jtMtscn 7 13 2 _0 BimtMS (5) 

7 0-4SF6 ROSE OF GUNN (91 BR*ig6 10 U .TJei*» 

6 POP CHALCUCHMA(9)NHe«te4 3fiB IMtaoB 

9 OOP RAPID IMBt (13) R tow 4 10 8 _V Steamy 

10 fflPPP SEVBfCROIINS116)CPopham4 joS-.TDB>cmntwl3) V 

U 405PP PROVE THE PfflNT 113) Mre N [tffeu 4 10 3 PHuBay 

-Udectared- 

BETTIKh lr2 HeM Cadet. 6-1 Taka 07 Hearsay, 7-1 Awe 01 Gtene, 10- 
1 Prow The Point, 11-1 Acme The Bo*. 16 Prom The Rote, 20 otters 

O crtl AXWORTHYS NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS E) £5^)00 added 2m 7f 110yds 

1 06DJ HAL OF BUNK (13) A Hodges 6 11 13 .—7 Dmctmto 

2 4P03P- PHBJOHiC (293) R AJner 6 11 4 JlteUM 

3 506-310 MQ2BfO(9l MPipe 1011 3 APItoCoy 

4 50332U SUPraRnCHAmp2)BPa*R9U3 Tteote 

5 410-38P MBfitiP PRMCE (40) P Hdms 7 111 GTonacy 

E 642303 TRUST DEED (13) 5 Kriqyil o 10 7 .OUpUlB 

7 09P350 VOLLEYBALL (32) PHeCf^f 8 ID 5 M RldradB B 

B OOP-PS4 CLAYMORE LAD (43) J Ktr 7 10 3 TJMmpby 

9 563324 nhjoim QO) A T ureeL 7 10 2 CRae 

10 4P6ff4 DUTUi (37) P Rofllaid 7 10 2 SBwnwEh 

11 0534-40 RNBt GALA 1167) R HMflS 7 10 1 PHotey 

12 PRJOPP R>mcQUnKRC20)SAIelor810a N Mran 

13 FQ3020 CARDHAL GAYLE (13) RAIna 7 100 JRKawagh 

14 DOT CtMtUESEEfStg RBuitiArB 10 Q 

15 0656PF PURBECK RAIBLER (UB G Bating 6 10 0 BFeoteD V 

■ is — 

Mh: IOsl CmtraOMe to 13B. Owfo B» to USt. Puma* Ram** to life 
BETTING.' 7-8 Mendp Moca, £W Cteymar Lad, 6-1 Mraeew, 6-1 l>a*1 
Deed. 13-2 M Of Bounce, 6-1 Soper Mtcbart, Vfoom, U-l othm 


LUDLOW 


HYPERION 

ZOO Re Roi 2^0 Howgai ZOO Vision Of Free- 
dom 3*30 Blue Cheek 4 jOO Crandon Boulevard 
<L30 Mr Snaggle 5.00 feat Bay 

GOING: Good u> Firm (Good in places 1. 

■ Righi-lund course. Chaw course ha* slurp henda. 

■ Course » NW of um off A40. Ludfem station £nv ADMIS- 
SION: Ocifi 1 14: Too entails £.1; < 'nurse 5/i. CAR PARE: Free. 


BUNKERED FIRST TIME.- M^r Belle |3JI0); Bverbaali Red 
(tow red, 4.301 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RL*NNERS: Bull's Gamble I liW) has been -en: 
IKI miles by Mrs L Jewell from Simon Valence. Keiu. 

I o nh I SEFTON CLAMING HURDLE (CLASS F) 
£2,600 added 2m 

1 0-F0030 DR DAME 03) P Oamngs 6 11 8 ATbomtea 

2 132PW HE ROI (41) (D) W G M Tisner 5 11 4 N YHhTfegfon (7) 

3 12106P CHEF MOUSE (30) Use H mgnt 4 11 3 IFTUey 

4 300200 MGHT BOAT (42) W lHy 6 11 2 _Qny Lteis (3) 

5 OOSBCP AlMCEjRDnSMelbrSlll OnteRWfirtS) 

6 U55-PCO HMGS VISION (14j Vi Jenin 5 11 0 DYItott 

7 400210 ramrs«AiAB^(5)(»(BF)MRLje«*9ioi2ja*rtyv 

a 03£OTO VITAL WONDER (4) I Pedal 9 10 12 ^..D Banefiw (7) 

9 D BOLD T1BE AIOWIIY (91 U lore B 109 CUMfoi 

10 DOUBLE V 6 CACE M LJwrrar 4 ID 9 WWortbtagtoo 

U P TMEL (SO) G Roio G 10 9 Sl*eeUf7) 

-Udeetered- 

BEnwc 340tisfAk*» 4-1 Re Rot 7-lRnA's Bratifle. 94NW<t BeeL 
12-1 Antoce, Dr Dawi 16-1 Hup Wslen. 20-t etfim 

BANKAS BUSMESS BUILDER HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS E) £5,000 added 3m 

1 3PJ155 TOO SHARP (33) (C) Us H teff* y 11 10 JFTBJey 

2 514454 TRUWET(113)(D) JCiSbjSU 5 flJohesM 

3 P-HP62 SCOrtJW (27) A O'Sidnan 11 11 2 AlbanrtM 

4 452-269 HOWOtU. pS) T rcriSf 11 10 12. SWynaeB 

5 21- 5P« PAHTUMCRJ) PR FJanun U. 10 0 RSupfdtB 

6 334PP4 FOX 6 ROVC ( 88 ) R Prce 11 10 0 TAUpuram 

-edectared- 

Urenum "t&c Jto Due PsrUn to 1 3t rwe to 7ft. 
BCmWl 34 Too Sharp. 31 Howjjl. 7-2 Seotooi, 4-1 Trumpet, 8-1 Fcu- 
gnwe, 10-1 Pant Uto 

l on fil RAONG CHANNEL HANDICAP HURDLE 
j (CLASS q £3£00 added 2m 

1 1 22U33 2HEtANEfI13)(Dl)OSea511 11 RJafcnsw 

2 1» UVE ACTON (J.601) (W WS5 H U) 11 10_J Citaty 

3 Oti-lfiF VKOT OF FREEDOM (43) (D) P Bo»i 9 11 3 — BPmtanl 

i 4 H-0353 SCHWKa£(4)Ra«9K4er61ia RMeney{^ 

5 25662 «aWETOE«ffflflCMDK 0 CKSlCin .CUeMMyn 

6 flfrffiSU DESarcAIMUD^EieraBlOB DVUA 

7 ff¥FF SWAHB 1 BIH( 2 T) (D) JffSbeaa 105^— DJItawn*# (p) 

8 WW) MUHSBEREpUpEOwnymfiJlDO Atoontai 

9 O60P&P BRIIMdiA HUE HIM) M Oiapman 6 10 0..W Wwl A teR fo a 

-9daCtartd- 

Mnmun.- ifct frut wejgirs: HuiEntwj 9fi 12 &. BHrannb Ufe to II*. 
BETTMS: 3-1 ZbM Lana. 7-2 Mum the CM. 4-1 Um Acted, 5-1 ScteCR- 
zk. 7-1 DeaertOtatlflalon Of Freedom, 14-1 SashBRu, 16-1 othare 


|q Oft I AXWORTHYS COMPUTERS HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS 0) £3,650 added 3m 2f 

1 13QTU MAS) EQUAL (34) (C) M FYpe 6 11 10 GSuppl#(5) 

2 114354 DOCTOR GREEN (FR) (ID (C)U?te 4 115. APMeCoyV 

3 52404F KEKML CAVAUEH 02) G BaUn^7 11 4 B Fenton V 

4 5CCOP-5 SAME DIFFERENCE 1239) G LfcCcun 9 10 13 — _ 

5 1P&20P SECRET BR) (12) R Ater 71012 JRKavana^ 

6 324223 BnBWU.(t3J JKneblOU — -TJUuphy 

7 111230 SNOW BOARD ( 8 ) (C) Mrs M lore; 8 in 9 JteteLByite 

8 000X2 SI Wll£ U 10 9 5e >- — -BPowet 

9 S® DBffltK BRTOGE Mre S imsen 7 lDOJArROiontinn® 

10 43-5025 APACHEE FUWO (13) H Howe 7 10 0 -GTanwy 

- lOdaetered- 

UnArnmr lOst. True uefghts: Demng find©? 9s 121 c. 4paaw? ftewe- 5o jit'. 

BEI7WG: 9-4 MaU Equal M Doctor Green. 11-2 EhtetaaL 6-1 tenbl 
Cawlcr, 7-1 Snow Braid, UFlSceret Bid, St VOe. 20-1 otters 

I <9 cAI HEAVTTREE BREWERY CUP HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS C) £7,000 added 2m 2f 

1 122131 IHUIBS UP (27) G MoCoirt 11 1111— _R Hobson (71 

2 11MF12 FK HARVEST (BU J Sneamg 11 11 Q TJUmphy 

3 Win: P0UENPRI)E(284}(DIG3Mre.91un A P McCoy 

4 P« 6 ? 4UVE SONG H 2 ) Miss V Snjrens IT 10 CLMIsa V Stapfiera 

- 4 decteiad- 

Mfoimtm we^lc 10a. Irus hanjxzg- ne^in Wk iong "k If® 

REITMBi 7-4TJwn|>sUp. File Itanasl, 94 Pettier Pitite, 25-1 Atptee Song 

A ne\{ ROBERT WEBS TRAVEL HUNTER CHASE 
^ U 1 (CLASS H) £1,850 added 3m 2f 

1 PP2-44F ABBQTSHAM (252) (D) 0 Cana 12 12 10 .. Mr G Peafoid (7) 

2 540U31 RUSIYBRBGE ( 21 ) MB 5 AJhnson 10 12 10. JA: R Burton (7) 

3 3004-11 7JW MAUXARMA (IS) (D) Mss C S^toters 11 13 10- 

JfcBftaodilS) 

4 CF.7-1 FUll AISTT (9) Wss 5 Yeung 9 12 5 . MSB S Young (7) 

5 2 BAROVS HEM (29Q R Inwrraf 10 12 3 . -Mr5Uayd(7) 
E dim- BRABAZON flH72) ID) UftE Scon 12 12 3..JlrJ Scon 17) 

7 21i2UU- OEVER SWPIfflO (403) iqiAssUrlcr^i 12 12 3 

MrRNattaS [7) 

8 aPTf* FTOHSF«EC13)MsPWrtfifflnlDl23JteRHB*tosnnff) 

9 ,lP3fT KNraOARD 11,019) PO H-apuM 11 12 3 -J4i * Ferani (SI 
ID 5 MORE AUHNB5 (728 Ates MB^121? 3 MrlQe&an (7) 

11 3U62W- QUALITAR MEMORY (63d) C Tnad 8 12 j .Mr J Itasd (7) 

12 RWPPP- SILVER ATX (IS) Mrs C ft* 11 12 3 -Ita P Cooler (71 

13 6&F.--34 S 8 BSAI HU »A* T Eteav 13123 Mba T Btaey (7) 

14 TBRJIDPS MwRvn*eiv7 12 3 W*s S Ifickeiy (7) 

15 Mfl£S MIRE FUN £ Ftener S 11 12 J*rLJeffnrf(71 

-lSdedarad- 

BE7TUIG: 11-4 the Matakamo, 5-1 Rusty Badge. 112 Qnattair Menw- 
ry, 8-1 Tteotops, 9-1 W Allrt, MBes More Fim. 10-1 SMsat, 1 A -1 others 

A EOl ROBERT WEB8 TRAVEL HANDICAP HUR- 
1-ir^rJ DLE (CLASS E) £2^25 added 2m 2f 

1 IAG1U41 COn. GUNNER ( 12 ) (CO) J hiig 7 11 10 C Malta 

2 014232 NAUDSON f2U (Bn BRAMnan 5 11 3 DSMerlS) 

3 140203 B0SOWORN BARD (40) (D) DGandrtto 7 11 8. D Rail (3) B 

4 Pfr5 BORJItO (SPA) PU f R BefusS 5 10 12 AFeOten 

5 22-26P5 COMUANCHE CRSB1 (228) Lfcs J on Plesss 7 10 12 

-Soptae WtcheU (31 

6 QDW06 C0NCDM1Y (9) 9 Scnen 8 10 0 _GSm*>(Sl 

7 PPP5 R0RY1I (12) L Vtewg 8 10 0 Jl Gaffiths (7) B 

- 7 declared - 

Afimmum: IOsl 7 n* nantsao neignc Ccnommi 9 a 13B. fit»i 'm 9 a ilo. 
BE77MG: 5-4 Cod Gunner. 3-1 Haodson, 9.2 BUaeMtam Bant 13-2 Cam- 
maadw Creek, 12-1 Bw)tto, Condmtity, 50-1 Ranm 


0 on I magnus-allcroft trophy HUNTER 
I*”*! CHASE (CUSS HI £2,000 added 2m 4f 

1 E51144- FAMIUAR FREW (3191 5 GtiW: 11 12 7 ..Mr L Lay (7) B 

2 2T5U-2 MNELLA EXPRESS (15) BF) Mi&s C Spearn^ S 12 7 

Mice C Spearing 171 

3 11363P RAMSIAR (40) (D) Mes P Cutng 9 12 7 Mtoi P Qtaig (5) 

4 «K31.l BATWieBSOECSqa>|LYiBGiang9rU>127JllrAPbjfofiff) 

5 ilfl52- BLUE CHEEK (319) (U) J LWon 11 12 4 ...Mr N BteSey (7) 

6 4T423P- CftEAT SUSIT3 (521) ICO) Lte t 11 12 J. 

JWm L BtacfcfDid [71 

7 PS138P KM60FSHADCMS(20)K1&CCte£nl0L24.Mr$Plfc>(7) 

8 F431W- IAMBBER HSSB£ (479 Mb U Eteti 8 12 2 -Mr E UMaro 17) 

9 4(5575 AL HASHB8 (IE) [Q (D) N R03U1 13 12 0.. J4r H RldOUt (7) 

10 K32-P GREAT POKEY A) Msg NCcuxnn 12 120 JSsaNOaMeraiffl 

11 03QP HNO (401 A J Maw 10 120 Mr Anfio* Martin f7) 

12 W-tiO-P MHBHEAMES (26) f NencDs. 7 12 0 Mr A Grfcbm (7) 

13 264232- SUiyPHVECr096]JS(fnae&1112OJAteKStadafr7) 

14 OC550P SftUSN BENT 0031 SGnftite 10 12 0 — Air 4 DaHon (7) 
13 -3332PP IW CO4MMCAT0R (161 M Hd 11 12 O.-Mr C Ve« (5) B 

15 FFU- INAICMT LAD (350) Mr a 7 12 0 — Mr M P tones (7) 

17 LAWS- OTHER'S LANE (373) Ms A Bets. 13 13 0 

Can D AJere-Hredcay (7) 

13 (JF45U-2 KEWBWWH) OAK (43 ^ad/ Susari duke 7 11 9 

Hi h »*»■»■"«♦ (7) 

19 MABCBELLEM jaciKin 911911-- J. — »A Wtarie (7)B 

-IS declared - 

BEI7BHS: 2-1 Mtorib Express. 4-lTUbnt Gestff, 10-1 Ramtar, Kan- 
nerwood 0*, 12-1 FaoiBar Meed. Bhn Cbeek 14-1 otters 

IXnrTI BANKS'S LEASES & TENANCES NOVICE 
HURDLE (CLASS F) £3^00 4YO 2m 

1 51 MEG'S uaWKY (391(D) A Snesisr 110 TSey 

2 00 AI1BCAN SUN d£) M Ounita 10 12 ffSqwte 

3 33 CRANDON BOUEVMD (32j liK J Pranan 10 12. R Fanam 

4 CD GRSN 80PPER (USA) (13) C Msn» 10 12 — RtaMan 

5 £403 NOBLE COLOURS tlB) S (Mas 10 12 — DJ Kavmq0i (E) 

6 06 HWTE PLAI6 (13) M Pw 10 12 DWaltt 

7 436 DOWN THE YARD (12 M Cteomari 10 7. — ,W MtartMnRfon 

8 E3=2 SULAWESI (27) N Tnne^CBiies 10 7 C Ueweflyn 

-8deelared- 

BETIWG: 2-1 StaxesL 5-2 Oandra BnderanL 5-1 Hof* Meawry, WKe 
Pitas. 10-1 NeMe Cotows. 12-1 Doan TM Yted. M-l others 

nroni aston munslow nomce chase (class 

)T-°VJ D) £5*000 added 2m 4f 

1 213234 FAWLEY FLYat (201 WGM Turner s 11 2 A Thornton 

2 ^9DP0 OJTTERfflGE (39} P&3E 7 112 DWaktl 

3 23303F NH SNAGGLE (9) S iLsne 8 11 2 RJofansra 

4 PSO SPORIDIG RKniRE(114) KBret^uw 511 2..X Masseyd) 

5 2PPJW Ttaa BOSS f« Ms Hnn^itS 11 2 JFTMey 

8 sCtfB WE5IC0TEtAD(3S)Wferte8112 .CUewfiya 

7 44P-65P WfiJWMG 03) PiYaimm 10 10 U _.Jft»EJam 

B 503f63 PWZE HATCH BS) JTu* 810 U _5McNell 

9 P4-P00P RAIEPBANK ISD (29) IV iliay b 10 11 . — taylnblSV 

-9 doctored - 

BEITII®: 2-lMr Snatfe. S4 Faaiey HJw.S-lTtea Best, 6-1 ftta Mattfi. 
10-lGuttertdee. 13-1 Sporting FMre. 14-1 UMfiuta IteL 25-1 Where 

e Afll LUDLOW STANDARD OPEN NH FLAT 
Irryj RACE (CLASS H} £1^00 added 2m 

1 S H0MMEDEFER(IUh3a)ey5114 CStsdda(7) 

7 DOT) SNWVIUE (AD (50J Mis D Renas 5 11 GoytinttiTi 

3 MAYDAY LAUREN A Bstey 51013 S Wynne 

4 0 MBS KUMtiTIH (16) k finojWi’El 5 10 13. -R Uass«« (31 

5 500- RAIADORA {SOU LSrook 5 10 13 Ateomton 

6 TBtt W SStooWB" 51013 XbnpmiU) 

7 COMMANQC CUP A James 4 10 10 DYfiatab 

B SWHHI} HALL K 4 10 10 HJotesaa 

9 QW2R METAL D BjctbI 4 ID li) JP«1re{7) 

JD - MUBJEO MWuru 4 1020 — fiBafo»(7) 

u PECAN PRINCESS C5>r<lti 4 10 5 JftlDSadlft 

12 6 WWItEDEVI. (25) J Staff* ID? .WWanttefoD 

ijrftrrlrrNl - 

BETTH& 114 Henna De Far, 4- & TeM B», 6-1 MscBeo, Mayday lau- 
ren, 6-lSbgv Uetsi Dtonood Hal. »2-l etfise 


Stand ran six times as a two- 
ycar-tiM. winning on his final 
outing in u mile nursery at 
Redcar. He's not badly handi- 
capped and. while he's no star, 
he should pay his way at up to 
a mile and a quarter. Fame 
Again is a five-year-old sprint- 
er who was very badly handi- 
capped last year. However, she 
is now on a reasonable mark. 
She is hest at six to seven fur- 
longs. is suited by a bit of cut and 
needs to be held up.” 

.ALEC STEWART 
"Gharib ran only once last 
year, finishing fifth to Happy 
Valentine in a seven furlongs 
maiden at Yarmouth. He is in 
good shape and will he ready to 
run by mid-April. He will start 
in a maiden and his trip is go- 
ing to be lu furlongs. Shilling 
is a cheaply-bought filly who had 
a problem last year which pre- 
vented her from running. That 
has now been rectified. She 
will also stay 10 furlongs but I 
shall sum her off over a mile." 

MICHAEL STOUTE 
‘'Great Child is a good tough 
sort with plenty of ability who 
has really come to himself. He 
was big and undeveloped last 
year but still managed to get in 
ihe frame a couple of times. He 
is the son w ho will thrive on a 
'lot of racing this year, he will be 
ready to run by April and will 
want* distances in excess of a 
mile. Desert Story is a genuine 
coft who ran some good races 
last year, finishing second in the 
Royal Lodge and winning the 
Horns HiU. I'm (raining him for 
the 2.UN0 Guineas and he'll 
run in one of the trials. It's hard 
to know if he 'll stay further than 
a mile. He's by a sprinter. 
Green Desert, out of Alivsa, 
who stayed a mile and a half." 

McCoy 
out for 
10 days 

Tony McCoy will be out of ac- 
tion for 10 days after being 
knocked out when his mount 
crashed through a wing at Ut- 
toxeter yesterday. Strong Tel 
ducked out at the first hurdle, 
taking Eugene Husband, on 
Charley Lambert, with him. 

Husband was quickly on his 
feet, but McCoy was still pros- 
trate when the" runners came 
around again on the second cir- 
cuit and were waved around the 
hurdle. Unhurt, he soon re- 

RfCHARD EDMONDSON 

NAP: Vision Of Freedom 
(Ludlow 3.00) 

NB: Fuff Of Bounce 
(Exeter 2-50) 

gained consciousness but Dr 
Andy Toman, the course doctor, 
signed off the jockey for a 
mandatory 10 days hecausc he 
had been knocked out for up to 
three minutes. 

The fall came five days after 
Gold Cup victory on Mr Mul- 
ligan rounded off a magnificent 
Cheltenham for McCoy. 

■ Shirley Heights, winner of 
the 1V7S Derby, has been put 
down at the ace of 22. 

Five charged 
in Hong Kong 

The first charges have been laid 
following Hong Kong's crack- 
down on horse race- firing and 
illegal gambling which resulted 
in 37 arrests, writes Stephen 
Vines from Hong Kong. 

Yesterday five businessmen, 
two of whom are Malaysian na- 
tionals. were charged with ille- 
gal hookmaking. It is likely that 
others will be charged, howev- 
er the authorities appear to be 
first tackling the more straight- 
forward issue of illegal gam- 
bling. The Hong Kong Jockey 
Club runs the only legal gam- 
bling operation in the" colony. 

Most of those arrested have 
been released on bail. They in - 
dude trainers believed to con- 
trol up to SO horses, and club 
officials responsible for the 
broadcasting of racing. 

Lawrence Wong, the Jockey 
Club's chief executive, has bro- 
ken his silence on the scandal 
which was made public on Sun- 
day. He told a radio station: 
“The Jockey Club has done 
everything it can to maintain the 
integrity of racing. I think pub- 
lic confidence in the integrity of 
racing will be maintained." 

¥ THE INDEPENDENT 

RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 
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United well prepared to stand their ground c** 0 ” 

'tftOtbali light of success at home and granted. When asked if he bad *Tve never been in this po- at the weekend. After being un- with his players’ welfare. Ryan out tonight: ^ e f^i'? nceica0, • 

icNMwtnnBP abroad. previously had to defend a 4-0 sition but 1 know if you are not beaten aQ season, they have now Giggs (hamstring], Gary Neville Rm Banos amwviu - !%■%#. 


Football 

GLENN MOORE 
reports from Oporto 

Manchester United's journey 
yesterday morning from a damp 
and overcast Ringway Airport 
to the sunshine of Oporto 
seemed emblematic of the 
club's season. Out of the dark- 
ness of those infamous defeats, 
lo Juventus and Fenerbahee. 
Newcastle and Southampton, 
has appeared the beckoning 


light of success at home and 
abroad. 

With the domestic campaign 
bubbling nicely. United are 
here to complete a job all but 
finished at Old Thifford a fort- 
night ago. The calchphrase is 
“beware complacency" but few 
expect the 4-0 first-lee lead to 
be overturned. A semi-final 
with Borussia Dortmund or 
Auxerre is being contemplated. 

Not that United, who will 
have two spies in Auxerre 
tonight, are taking Porto for 


granted. When asked if he had 
previously had to defend a 4-0 
lead, Gary Pallister paled. His 
voice dropped to the same low 
tune Allan Border always used 
when discussing Headingley 
1981. "I've seen some terrible 
things in cricket," Border would 
say, when faced with apparent- 
ly certain victory. 

Pallister’s nemesis was in 
Barcelona two seasons ago. 
United were humbled 4-0 and 
Pallister recalled: took a lot 

of stick. 


*Tve never been in this po- 
sition but I know if you are not 
professional the roof can cave 
in. The Nou Camp was not so 
long ago, we are all aware of 
that. No one at Old Trafford 
needs reminding of that night. 
Coming hack from Barcelona 
we felt embarrassed - Porto 
would have been the same af- 
ter Old Trafford." 

United are expecting an ear- 
ly assault from Pbrto, whose 
pride was further dented by a 
home defeat to Sporting Lisbon 


at the weekend. After being un- 
beaten all season, they have now 
lost three and won one of their 
last five matches. Antonio 
Oliveira, Porto's coach, has re- 
fused to speak to either the lo- 
cal or foreign press or allow 
them into his training sessions. 
This reflects the mounting pres- 
sure on his position - another 
humiliation tonight and he 
could be sacked, even though 
Ftorto still lead the Portuguese 
League by seven points. 

Ferguson is more concerned 


with his players’ welfare. Ryan 
Giggs (hamstring], Gary Neville 
(ankle) and Andy Cole (thigh) 
arc all doubtful, with Cole and 
Giggs unlikely to start. Any 
One of several players could re- 
place Giggs, while Roy Keane 
would come in. for Cole with 
United reverting to four across 
the middle. The injuries mean 
he is unlikely to rest Eric Can- 
tona, the most volatile of sev- 
en players on a yellow card 
United are yet to have a play- 
er suspended, Porto have three 


out tonight: Setgio Conceicao. 
Rrri Barros and Artur. 

Portuguese police are ex- 
pecting up to 10,000 United fens 
- only 6,400 of them in the of- 
ficial party. So fur United sup- 
porters have been generally 

well-behaved in Europe. As 

long as they continue to be so. 
United's season should still be 
glowing with promise tomorrow. 

pm> tettabW Wart* 


55. KrSSSlgdifcfcgg* 

home. EMmfton. Oratofe 
Keene, Potway SoMw. ttntona. . - 


Ajax coming 
to terms with 
end of an era 




David Winner on the rise and falling apart of 
the famous team that brought silverware 
to Amsterdam but soon sought new horizons 


s Ajax go into the away leg of 
their European Cup semi-final 
ijwagainsi Atletico Madrid in Spain 
tonight, they know an era may be com- 
ing to an end. Two years ago their bril- 
liant young side won the Cup - and 
went on to become world champions 

- and last May they reached (he final. 
Now. having scraped into the knock- 
out stage of the competition. Ajax face 
elimination at its first hurdle. 

Having being held to a 1 - 1 draw in 
.Amsterdam a" fortnight ago, the 
Dutch side are unlikely to reach the 
semi-finals and are only 'too aware that 
their chances of returning to the com- 
petition next season are slim indeed. 
They lie fourth in the Dutch League 

- lb points behind the leaders. PSV 
Eindhoven. 

For Ajax, this season's problems 
have been a combination of the old 
and new. The familiar one has been 
the continuing loss of key players. Last 
summer saw the departure of Edgar 
Davids. Fitiidi George, Michael 
Reizigerand Nwankwo Kanu. These 
players have not been properly re- 
placed. and the side has been left un- 
balanced. 

On the left of midfield, the elegant 
Richard Witschge is no substitute for 
the driving power of Davids. On the 
right wing, the new man. Tijani Ba- 
bangida. has more pace than his fel- 
low Nigerian. George, but lacks his 
vision and technique, so that attacks 
have a tendency to peter ouL 

Then there have been the injuries. 
Most of the team are internationals, 
so players who were already ex- 
hausted by last season's campaign 
played in Euro 96 and began this sea- 
son with barely a fortnight's rest. 

As a result, the learn has been up- 
set by persistent injuries to key men. 
Patrick Kluivert. Jari Litmanen. Dan- 
ny Blind, Frank de Boer and Witschge 
have all missed large parts of the sea- 
son and Louis van Gaal. Ajax's re- 
spected coach, has been forced to use 
2S players in the league campaign, and 
has rarely been able to field a full- 
strength team. 


The injury problems have been ex- 
acerbated by the controversy' sur- 
rounding the Arena, their futuristic 
new 3 0.000 -seat stadium where, be- 
cause of technical problems, the 
pitch has had to be relaid five times 
in eight months. Ajax's normally flu- 
ent passing game requires a perfect 
surface, but the Arena pitch has of- 
ten resembled a desert. 

.Ajax's problems seem certain to get 
worse rather than better in the short 
term. The Bosman ruling means that 
not only do Ajax not get paid for some 
of the players they have nurtured since 
childhood, they now find Italian 
scouts haunting their youth team 
(Udinese recently signed a 19-year- 
old who had played only one game 
for the first team). 

The loss of talent will continue this 
summer, starting with the brilliant but 
abrasive Van Gaal. No one knows 
where he will be next season, though, 
the feeling in the Netherlands being 
that it is now unlikely to be Barcelona, 
where the treatment of Bobby Rob- 
son is said to have appalled him. 

Milan have already signed the 
brilliant Kluivert, who is still only 20, 
and the defender Winston Bogarde 
for next season - leaving Ajax with- 
out a penny, as happened with 
Davids, because the players’ contracts 
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Nwankwo Kanu (left) and Finitfi George celebrate European Cup success for Ajax in 1995 


have expired. Transfer speculation 
swirls around the De Boer twins, 
Frank and Ronald, and the winger 
Marc Overman, who is still not back 
to his best after a long injury. If Over- 
mars and the brothers do go. it 
would leave Ajax with just three 
members of the team which won the 
European Cup in 1995: the sweeper 
and captain Danny Blind, the Finnish 


midfielder Jari Litmanen, and the 
goalkeeper Edwin van dcr Sar. 

The task of returning the team to 
championship winners will fall to 
Morten Olsen, a great player for Den- 
mark in the 1980s but not yet a suc- 
cessful coach. Despite all their 
problems, Michael van Praag, the 
Ajax president, remains optimistic. 
“Every year one or two big names 


leave. It is sad, especially for me. But 
we are used to it There ls absolute- 
ly no panic.” he said. 

Ajax’s annual budget is just over 
£20m, which the club is trying to in- 
crease to £100m. It is a lot for the 
Netherlands, but small by compari- 
son with Europe's giants. “In South- 
ern Europe, clubs can lose millions 
of dollars every year and still buy 


DEATH OF THE DREAM ; TE£M: THE PLAYERS WHO WON THE 1995 EUROPEAN CUP FINAL 


Edwto van rier Sar 

Now 26, Ajax. Loyal goalkeep- 
er with long contract Wilt be 
staying. 

HUcisael Retzger 

23, Milan. Defender took Bos- 
man-styte free transfer in 1996. 

DamqrBfind 

35, Ajax. Veteran sweeper has 
been troubled by injury and will 
decide about retirement in the 
summer. 

Frank d« Boer 
26, Aax- Defender. Has long con- 
tract but rumours persist. Has 
been linked with Parma, Sam- 
pdoria, Barcelona and Arsenal. 


Fran* RljkaanJ 

34. Legendary miditower retired 
m 1995. Now occasional TV 
pundit happily running his un- 
derwear company. 

Clarence Seedorf 
20. Real Madrid. The Tittle gen- 
eral" who made his European 
debut aged 16, was sold to 
Sampdoria in 1995 for about 
£L5m and is now flourishing at 
the Bemabeu. 

Edgar Davids 

24. Milan -Thrusting midfielder 
took Bosman-style free trans- 
fer 1996. Now has badly 
broken leg. 


Lippi plans confidence trick 


Marcello Lippi, the Juventus 
coach, has every reason to he 
confident going into today's 
European Cup quarter-final 
second leg against Rosenborg of 
Norway. 

Domestically. Ihe holders 
have a five-point lead in SerieA 
and show no signs of being 
caught. In Rosenborg, they 
have on paper the weakest op- 
ponents in the last eight and 
they have the advantage of an 
away goal from the I -I first-leg 
draw m Trondheim. 

Rosenborg sent Milan out of 
this year's competition at the 
Champions' League stage, but 
Juventus have yet to concede a 
goal at the DeUc Afpi stadium 
in this year’s campaign. They 
have not been beaten there in 
the cup since 1995 when they 
lost 2-1 to Borussia Dortmund, 
hut still won the trophy. 

“For this game, we need the 
real Juventus. the side that 
plays with Ihe right concentra- 
tion. determination and con- 
viction,'' Lippi said. "If any of 


these are missing, then we could 
be in for a surprise. But that 
won't happen." 

Lippi may make only two 
changes from the side which 
beat Roma 3-0 on Sunday, re- 
placing the cup-tied Portuguese 
defender Manuel Dimas with 
Mark Juliano and recalling Yu- 
goslav midfielder Vladimir Ju- 
govic in place of Alessio 
Tacchinardi. 

The defender Moreno Tor- 
ricelli is injured, as is Gianiuca 
Pcssotto. Ciro Ferrara had a 
touch of flu on Monday, but 
seems certain to play. Reserve 
strikers Christian Vieri and 
Nicola Amoroso, who both 
scored against Roma, are in 
contention for a place along 
with Michele Padovano. 

The Italian international 
Alessandro Del Piero is still in- 
jured while Ihe Croat striker 
Alcn Bofcsic. with only 10 min- 
utes competitive football behind 
him in the last two months af- 
ter injury, will start as a substi- 
tute. “I'm training hard. 


particularly in the mornings, but 
I’m incredibly tired," Boksic 
said. "I don't know why. 1 think 
the best thing would be for me 
to start on the bench. T m curi- 
ous to see how it goes." 

Rosenborg plan to take the 
game to Juventus. but their 
coach. Nils Arne Eggen. ad- 
mitted the odds were against his 
side. “We are not going to be 
cautious. We are not going to 
retreat. If we do that, then wc 
have not got a chance," he 
said. 

The Norwegians have no in- 
jury problems, but striker Har- 
ald Brattbakk was not happy 
about the prospect of being rel- 
egated to substitute again. 

“I am in good shape. My 
speed would have been useful 
against the Italian defence." 
Brattbakk said. “Bui I believe 
Sigurd Rushfeldt will be play- 
ing instead of me. Eggen has 
probably been unsure what to 
do. but now seems to have 
made up his mind. I have to re- 
spect his decision." 


Robson angry over press claims 


Bobby Robson, the Barcelona 
coach, angrily left a news con- 
ference yesterday after telling 
reporters that he alone was re- 
sponsible for picking the team. 

“It’s a lie. ir's a disgrace, and 
I'm angry with you.” said Rob- 
son as he walked out. 

The former England man- 
ager was responding to reports 
that squad members and the 
dub president. Jose Luis 
Nunez, were involved in choos- 
ing who should play. 

“It’s not Lhe players, it’s not 
the president, or the doctor, it’s 
nobody but me." Robson said 
in English, before repeating 
himself in Spanish for the 
benefit of the assembled jour- 
nalists. 


Newspaper reports had 
claimed strikers Hristo Sto- 
ichkov and Juan Pizri had be- 
gun warming up without being 
told to by Robson when 
Barcelona went 3-0 down to 
Atletico before their spectacu- 
lar 5-4 Spanish Cup win Jasi 
week. 

Scveral Spanish newspapers 
carried reports on Monday 
which quoted Robson as thank- 
ing Nunez for recommending 
some changes during the I-U 
league win over Logrones. 

Robson's relationship with 
the press has steadily deterio- 
rated since his arrival at the Nou 
Camp. Problems on the field - 
Barcelona trail the league lead- 
ers Real Madrid by nine points 


- have been aggravated by Rob- 
son’S limited knowledge of 
Spanish. 

Many journalists and sup- 
porters are thought to be nos- 
talgic for the era of ex-coach 
Johan Cruyff, who left 
Barcelona last May after eight 
seasons in charge. Legal action 
by Cruyff against Nunez for 
slander began yesterday, with 
statements from witnesses con- 
nected to the club. 

in a heated press confer- 
ence the day after firing the for- 
mer World Cup star, Nunez 
accused the Dutchman of ac- 
cepting money to support rival 
candidates to the club presi- 
dency and of favouring his strik- 
er son. Jordi. over other players. 


Jari Utamn 

26. Ajax. Vital attacking mid- 
fielder has been linked with sev- 
eral dubs In Italy but has long 
contract and is expected to stay 
unless the team disintegrates 
completely. 

FlnkS George 

25, Real Beds. Brilliant winger 
sold rn 1996 for about £4.5m. 
Ronald (to Boer 

26. Ajax. Midfielder. Lie his twin 
brother, has long contract - but 
wiU it hold him? 

Marc Overman 

23, Ajax. Winger Refuses to an- 
swer questions about where tie 

Atletico aim 
to break 
losing streak 


Atletico Madrid face their “game 
of the year" today when they play 
Ajax In their European Cup 
quarter-final, second leg. The first 
leg in Amsterdam ended 1-1. 

Last year s Atletico did the 
double in Spain but their hopes 
of retaining their league title 
and the cup disappeared in 
less than two weeks with three 
successive defeats in thrilling 
games in which they have con- 
ceded 12 goals. Now they are 
not even sure of securing a place 
io next season’s Uefa Cup. 

They lost to a last-minute 
goal at Real Beds 10 days ago 
and incidents during and after 
the match cost them suspen- 
sions to three key players. 

The club's outspoken presi- 
dent. Jesus GiL responded by 
threatening to boycott the Span- 
ish Cup. In the event. Gil's 
players took a last-minute flight 
to Barcelona for their cup tie, 
cruised into a 3-0 lead but then 
lost 5-4. Last weekend they 
crashed 4-1 at home to Valencia. 

Antic must wait to see 
whether the striker Juan Ed- 
uardo Esn aider recovers from 
tonsillitis before naming his 
team. If he is not, Esnaider s fel- 
low Argentinian, Leonardo Bi- 
agini, could play, although Jose 
Luis Caminero could be moved 
forward to partner Kiko Narvaez. 

Patrick Kluivert s suspension 
is Ajax's biggest headache. The 
young striker had on uninspired 
game in Amsterdam but he 
will be sorely missed by the 
Dutch, who beat Rod’a JC 
Kerkrade 3-1 at home on Fri- 
day. Their Finnish forward Jari 
Litmanen has a hip injury but 
hopes to be fiL 

ABctico Madrid iPObdM): MoLru: Dema. 
Mi«k. SOJOOW. xan Lopez, Ben*, Panes:. 
SJfWone. Camirw.'n, Kfro Nanas, EsnaMer. 
Ajax icrotutfe); Van der Sar. MefcMa. Bfrno. 
F de Boer. Musampa. Sdwflert, Lrtmanwi, 
Wtoctig*. Batungda. R de Boer. O^rmats. 


will be next season. Knovwi fo 
want to play m Engand and per- 
sistently linked wttb Arsenal 
and Manchester United.../' 
Nwankwo Kaw - 
20. intemasonate. StritersbW 
for about £l^i m 1996. but ca- 
reer maybeoverdespftere- 
covaing wett from' surgery to : 
repair a heart defect. 

rdliftCK Iwral 

20. Ajax - but only for another 
couple of months. The biggest 
Wow of all. Woridrclass striker 
who could become a second 
Marco van Hasten has, tikede- 
fender Winston Bogartfe,sjgped 
to play for Milan next season. 


Ajax wfT-Ifit&t 

Loafs .vm Goaf (c«ad»L~- ‘ 

45. tefljvtng^Eprat'thfe enflxrf 
foeseasonto ^spreadltevsH^ga* 
*- put orty/ie knri<e-whete:f>e 
wffl beffywg. Despite YanjGsePs 

anger over the treabrient efSbtK 
by Rdteon.rhost people sffttfcifc 
It wW baBarcefeiAJ - * \ ‘if*. ; 

• 1996 

4Jdc 1 [NuMst-SS MaaOJa^&iarttfe. 
pe/atadim-Vtaykr . -• 

tandxfer RafeatBSxCFCk 
orfflttnuj. njtaard. UunaSan.. 
•rt.CB** Gec**S. RWawCQ* 
Mate Rose- Pasw^- Cossjairta. «■», 

> MafcW.TJqwtfKL feMtfhferife; 

Bouan* Massarb (EjppJqj. Start*.' . . - 
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players because they get money from 
I don’t know where,” \&n Praag said. 
“We don’t think we will ever come 
to the same level as them budget- 
wise, but we try to narrow the gap. 
But we have something they da trot' 
have. Our schooL” _ ' . : 

V&n Praag is “anxiously awaiting" 
Uefa proposals for a new system to 
fimil the Bosnian damage by allow- 
ingchibs to sign contracts with youth- 
team players with an option for a 
further three years. “All dubs could 
agree on that and it would be better 
than nothing." 

Meanwhile the club Is determined 
to hang on to its established stare. “We 
signed contracts last year wi th Over- 
mare until the year 2000 and with the 
De Boers, at their own request, un- 
til 2004. We are not going to allow 
them to break their contracts so they 
are not leaving.” Van Praag insisted, 
“ftsople always S3y the team wiU break 
up. but we always seem to survive be- 
cause of our scouting system and the 
good way we educate our players. If 
we are not in the Champions’ League 
next season it would be a pity, but it 
would not be toe end of toe world.” 


Dortmund prepared for fight 


Despite their comfortable 3-1 
win in the first leg, Borussia 
Dortmund are not taking any- 
thing for granted for their Eu- 
ropean Cup quarter-final 
second-leg match in Auxerre 
tonight. 

The German champions lost 
4-1 to VfB Stuttgart in the 
Biuidesliga on Saturday and a 
similar defeat in France would 
see Auxerre advance to the 
last four. 

“It’s veiy simple, we must 
avoid that kind of result." said 
Matthias Summer, toe Dort- 
mund captain, who missed the 
first leg with a calf injury. 

“We must not go into the 
match thinking we have al- 
ready done the hardest part,” he 
said. “We will have to fight for 
90 minutes because that’s what 
Auxerre will do. They have 
nothing to lose." 

Dortmund will be without the 
defender Stefan Reuter, who is 
suspended after being sent off 


in the firet leg fora second book- 
able offence. 


The Portuguese midfielder 
PSuIo Sousa and striker Karl- 
heinz Rledle, who both missed 
Saturday's match with injuries, 
should play, but Brazilian de- 
fender Julio Cesar, still recov- 
ering from a knee operation at 
Christmas, is not yet ready to re- 
turn. 

Auxerre, who warmed up 
for today's game by beating 
Cannes 3-1 on Friday, are hop- 
ing goalkeeper Lionel Cbar- 
bonnier will be able to play 
despite a painful right shoulder. 
Char bonnier, defender Franck 
SDvesrre and midfielder Mous- 
sa Saib all missed toe match 
against Cannes, but should be 
fit enough to start 

The French dub, who are 
playing in the European Cup for 
toe first time, will remember 
their Uefa Cup semi-final with 
Dortmund in 1993, in which 
they fought back from a two- 
goal first-leg deficit only to lose 
on penalties. 

“It will be tough but it’s not 
impossible." Suvestre said. 


^WeH have to be at 200 per cent 
from the start, but at the same 
time well b3ve to be patient and 
careful. We know we need 
goals, but if we let them score 
it win be all over.” 

France have had a team in 
the European Cup semi-finals 
in each of the last four years 
and Auxerre. who impressed in 
this year's campaign by beat- 
ing Ajax, dream of following 
the example of Marseilles, 
Paris Si-Germain, Monaco and 
Nantes. 

“We all want to go for it, to 
achieve something exceptional, 
and we believe we can make it." 
striker Bernard Diom&de said. 
“Otherwise, there would be no 
point in starting the match.” 

Ottmar Hitzfeld, toe Dort- 
mund coach, is reasonably con- 
fident, however, despite his 
side’s defeat at toe weekend. 

“This is our chance to join 
Europe's footballing^Iite. he 
said. L We have to take out our 
frustration at losing to Stuttgart 
on Auxerre.” 


Bugbv Union 

The Rugby Football Union’s 
president, John Richardson, 
sharply criticised Fran Cotton 
yesterday after the Lions man- 
ager was quoted as s aying a 
small group of RFU members 
want England to leave- the Five 
Nations’ Championship. The 
RFU itseKissued a statement re- 
butting various dauns byCburni. 

Cotton was quoted as saying 
“unofficial meeting? are taking 
place" about England and 
France' pulling out of the Five 
Nations and creating a new 
tournament in which they 
would be joined by Australia, 
New Zealand and South Africa. 

Richardson said Cotton’s re- 
ported comments “defy belief 
and leave us to query his mo- 
tives. We have never expressed 
any wish to with draw from the 
Five Nations.” 

Cotton was quoted m the 
Dah-Meni assaying some people, 
mostly on the RFU executive 
commit tee, want England out of 

the Five Nations. ’They have got 
io be stopped. They think Eng- 
land’s best interests are served fcy 
not being part of toe Five Na- 
tions, that they’d be better served 
with the southern hemisphere 
countries.” He added: “I wiH fight 
Thig tooth and naiL” 

R ich ardson dismissed Cot- 
ton's comments. After stressing 
England's commitment to the 
tournament, he added: “In- 
deed, only last September it cost 
us considerable money to set- 
tle with toe other countries re- 
garding TV rights in order to 
stay in. We have always said that 
toe Five Nations is vital to us." 

hr their statement, the RFU 
countered claims by Cotton that 
toe RFLTs AGM had been mis- 
led over several aspects dusky's 
television contract. He rejected 
Cotton’s suggestions that toe 
RFU did not have a veto on Sky 
showing Five Nations games on 
a pay per view basis and that the 
RFU did not have control over 
. match scheduling. The timing of 
other England matches, toe 
RFU said, would be a matter for 
agreement by all involved parlies. 

. The RFU also said Sky could 
not, as Cotton suggested, dictate 
the structure ofthe domestic 
nigby.^ The RFU said: “In return 
for their investment, BSkyB 
reasonably wish to be advised 
and consulted over any changes 
to toe format.” A reduction in 
the size of the First Division, for 
example, would influence Sky’s 
match coverage. 

“BSkyB’s ability to influence 
toe decisions of toe RFU is no 
lesser or greater than toe BBC 
has had for many years. The 
AGM was hot misled," the 
statement concluded. 

As they seek to defend the 
World Cup Sevens in Hong 
Kong, England contain five of toe 
ride that took the inaugural 
Warid Grp crown at Munayfield, 
including Tim Rodber, who has 
taken over as captain following 
toe withdrawal ofLawreaoe Dal- 
lagho. Englaid begin their de- 
fence against Canada and 
Zimbabwe on Friday. 

Wales, weakened by late in- 
juries to Neil Jenkins and 
Robert Howiey, face Namibia 
and then the formidable West- 
ern Samoans.' No fewer than 
seven of the original squad of 
10 players wereforcedto with- 
draw and the coach, Kevin 
Bowring, now has a party that 
includes rix uncapped players. 










Brann restore harmony for Anfield trip 


Liverpool's European Cup- 
Winners’ Cup opponents, SK 
Brann, will fly into England to- 
day with harmony restored in 
their camp. 

Two of their senior players, 
midfielder Jan Ove Pedersen 
and goalkeeper Birkir Kristins- 
son, have decided not to pursue 
action against the club after a 
public outcry in Bergen. 

They both asked for com- 
pensation from Brann. who 
fofgot to re-register them in 
time for the Cup Winners’ Cup 
game after they had gone on 
loan during the winter close 
season. 

Norway midfielder Peder- 
sen. who has two years left on 
his contract, was claiming 


£100,000, while Iceland goal- 
keeper Kristinsson, who had a 

brief Spell with Bir mingham, has 
one year left on his current deal 
and demanded £60,000. 

The pair said the two match- 
es "were the shopping window 
of toe century for Brann 's play- 
ers’ 1 . They threatened the dub 
with court action on Friday, only 
a few hours after the quarter- 
final second-leg match at An- 
field, if the matter was not 
solved to their satisfaction. 

But the players seem to have 
misjudged public opinion and 
dropped their cl aims after a 
flood of criticism on televirion 
and radio as well as in newspa- 
pers, in which they were brand- 
ed as “greedy and stupid”. 


Pedersen and Kristinsson are 
expected to travel with the 
squad to Liverpool today even 
though they are ineligible. 

The squad are using Chester 
as their base and their coach, 
Kjell Tbnnijord, will lead them 

in a training sesskin at Anfield 

tonight. 

Brann’s key man is likely to ■* 

be striker Tb re Andre Flo, who 
is still mulling over a new deal.. 
which would bring him £150,00fr 
a year. 

Jamie Redknapp, mean- 
while, is not yet ready to thrash 
out details of another contract 
at Anfield, according to his 
agent. Roy Evans, the Liver- 
pool manager, had incficatedhe 
was wiling to start the ball 


De oins 'Roache, said: Ru- 
mours of Jamie' nego tiating a 
new ^contract are.,imtnie and 
unfounded;'"-. 7 ' / 
'..'‘There wifi be no negotia- 
tions in the foreseeable future 
asfijs existing omtraa'stfll has 
two years torea.” ; . . 

. JLiverpooTs main injury wor- 
ry is Jasorr McAieer as they 
hope to bmld on a 1-1 draw in 
Norway two weeks a^b . and 
1 clinch aptece in the-sesm-finais. 

'-The Republic: of Ireland 
wing-back had nine stitches in- 
serted ina headwound during 
the game at Nottingham Fbrest 
on Saturday, but is determined 

at 0nt ° £ * fafl ' hoase 


3 & Q 


(enm 

offfi 


L- • 

I-- 

jfite ^ 

y-, 


&rV". 


'SIC 

ft 

Lw*- ■ 




W — 

J.AJ )\ iy> liS£> 


vj". - . ^ 


'• "i C;" 

■T-. ’ 




. 2 1 M 


Id*- 


A)l &* IxSjD 



THEDTOEPENDENT •■WEDNRSTIav ^ 

\ ■ 4 - i'-. =. : ■■■-.. • — ^*T— 



Pigott orchestrates a seaside revolution 


but the county’s cricket isbri the 
rocks and a growing number of 


the top. : 

The exodus of half a ririypn - 


club s administration snot-up 
to scratch has prompted Tbny 
. Pigott, the former. - Sussex.' 
bowler, to lead s rebeUian 
whichwill seek todearout foo^- 
standing, committee members, 
indudingKen Hopkins, there-' 

ccntly eimedchaumto^ -■ *!:■ 
A motion of no confidence 
.Jki will be put to a special general 
meeting on '8 April 1 in Spire': 
Town Hall, but prior totfratthS 
evening's annual meeting^ in foe' 
reftirtiished splendour of foe' 
IRA-bpmbetf Grand' Hotel;- 
promises to be a lively afEanC ', 

TTia *"* -‘lA*' - f-. 


^efetip g to bufid up, the two- 
= thhds majority which would 
enable him and his supporters 
to take over. ' . ■ - 
- 1 Club's constitution djo- 
^avotetomghibutKgptt, 

left the county after .18 
yeais atHayeand joined. Sur- 
tqrm 1994, said: “I have put my 
head on the block, now h is up 
- .to^thfi members. If they want 
7 tius strongly enough than they : 
l nnsttafee foe opportunity at the 
: :AGM to say something.” 
:.:Hoplgi»'metPifiott on'Ries- 
: tiayand they .in Pigott’s words, 
-•> “agreed to disagree". Hopkins - 
nas promised to figfct the vote 
of no- confidence and in a let- 


David Llewellyn reports on the unrest at Sussex which 
should come to a head at tonight's annua! meeting 


ter to members he says: “Such 
a vote would be disastrous for - 
the club. It . would threaten toe 
work that, is in progress, [and] 
put playersand staff in a posi- 


tion of uncertainty.' * 

However, Hopkins last night 
. insisted he would- welcome fresh 
faces on the committee. “New 
bipod is always a good thing," 
he said.’ ' 

The resignation at the be- 
ginning of the month of the 
chairman, AJanCaffyn, after he 
had heaped blame for much of 




, . _ Jofseconfo 
team coach at Surrey in. an at- 
tempt to salvage the club where 
his seam . bowling *ccoiinted 
for 621 fir^-cbswKdoets,iscoi]r 
fident that he can win enough 
support before the special 





toe county's troubles on toe for- 
mer captain Alan Wells was fol- 
lowed by that of Richard 
Banow (now in toe Pigott 
camp). The departures reduced 
the committee from nine mem- 
bers to seven. 

A postal ballot last week saw 
the former captain Robin Mar- 
lar, Jim May, and Dick Holste 
elected and all three support 
Pigott. Of the four remaining. 
Hopkins, toe vice-chairman 
Alan Wbdey and Frank Horan 
are all opposed to the rebels. 

U 


while Ihe England lour man- 
ager. John Barclay, is said lo be 
undecided. Informed sources, 
however, expect him to come 
out against Pigott. 

When asked if Sussex need- 
ed a revolution on top nf every- 
thing else that has happened in 
the last year. Pigott replied: 
"Did Surrey need one two 
years' ago*.’ The answer is ‘Yes'. 
In Surrey's case the members 
stood up and were counted. It 
was amazing how quickly things 
turned around after that and 1 


believe the same thing could 
happen ai Sussex." 

The fact that the club have 
made a profit in each of the lasL 
10 seasons is dearly not a fac- 
tor. It is the departure of tal- 
ented players. "1 was sad more 
than surprised." he said. “IVe 
seen it happen before in 1985. 
iy86 and 1987. then they lost 
seven or eight capped players. 
Sadly it has been allowed to 
happen again." 


Of the six capped players to 
“' Jain' 


leave. Ed Giddins was dis- 
missed after being banned ty 
toe Test and County Cricket 
Board for testing positive for co- 
caine. Jamie Hall was released. 


R SUSSEX 


bS Carnarvon hsrretum from 
. . ^Mc«res^ppoeT39tC'; ; -. 

SaSsbCfly-sjjjtsfer Surrey. 


tawjdur Essex 
' WHS/ '- - 4 - - 


-MasaAen Wens joins Kent. 


1397 




er.wben Lord's find in player's favour. 
SI® -teg sprnner Airier Wran. • 
fefaraary: Spe®n Jons Durham. 
-Jason lewry discovered to twve tong- 
ifoh stress fracture of the'tech. 

S&i Martin Thuraflatofiom Hampshire. 
Announce profit for UMvsuccessrte sea- 
son. 

Chairman Alan Caflyn encases WeCs 
and claims his unpoptdanty as captain 
wastfce reason so many players left. 


Tony Pigcct step? in and makes first 
owes to marshy membership for rev- 
ok/oon. 

March: S 191 pace bowler Mark Rofcurv 
son -from Yorkshire. 

Caflyn resits. 

Comnwtee member Bchard Barrov re- 
signs. 

SGM set for 8 ApriL 

Robm Martar, Jim May, DckHcfere etect- 

ed tn committee try postal vote. 


while Wells, lan Salisbury, Dan- 
ny Law and Speight left for var- 
ied reasons. 

Hopkins* view is that the de- 
partures were due in part to a 
lack of confidence between the 
plavers and the cap Lain. Wells. 
‘-J Jo not subscribe to ihe view 
that it is all the captain's fault,” 
he said, "but when you don't 
play as well as you should you 
don’t win things and that is 
when things start to go wrong." 

Pigott wants to pul il right. -| 
don't believe the communica- 
tion is very good at Hove, nor 
ihe man management. You can 
push Sussex forward if everyone 
is working together." 

Pigou insists there would he 
no impetuous moves on the 
player from. ”1 don't know 
about the quality of the playing 
staff.” he saidL “bul the new 
committee would not go in r.nd 
get rid of people. The hist thing 
we need is to lose any more 
players. It will be like moving 
house; you don’t immediately 
dig up the garden, you wait to 
see what is growing there.” 


to carry 
award 


’ • rt K- 


-- t 


When tennis's answer to foe Os-' 
cars takes place tonight at foe 
Jadde Gleason Theatre, Miami 
Beach, Tim Henman's Domi- 
nation will provide further evi- 
dence that mere is colour in the .■ 
cheeks of the En glish patient. * 
Whether or not the 22-year- 
old from Oxford outscores. his 
rivals for the ATP "four's Most 


Johft Roberts ’ reports from Key Biscayne 
: V ph fenrfe’s .answer to the Oscars 


qpsent'lor 1994„went on to be- 
come the first Russian tb win a 
Grand' Slam smgl entitle at the - 
French Open last June. Thomas 
Eriqtios^ winner tf 
1995, performed heroically for 


Improved Placer of the. Year - Sweden even though his conn- 


Award for 1996, PelixMantil- 1 try ..were defeated by Rrance, 
la. of Spain, and the American . 3-2, in a breatotakingly mriting 


t» *!* 


Alex 0’Bricn,-the Lawn Tkann 
Association can take encour- 
agement. . ■ 

"The ceremonies' are. 1 bemg 
held on the eve of the 7 Lepton 
Championshq>s across' the bay 
at Key Biscayne. Notiong ago 
it would have been a treat tosee 
the name of a. British player jn 
a main draw, never mind seed- 
ed and shortlisted _ to be hon- 
oured by his peers. 


Davis Qjp fora] lastDecember. 
. ' However, any urge to scream 
“the Britislt are -coming! " 
should be suppressed. It might 
be Dne maioxe and 

with so 


emt 


many %&terforti Oystal tro- 
phies-onchsph^. 

■ Pete San^ras, for example, 
wfll be presented with a fourth 
coBSecBine AH? Tbcr Pfcryerof 
foe Year AWard as the world No 


It is the first oc&sicmtoat toe - land will also receive an AfP 
ATP "four -and foe TonrM3estone Award to mark 


men s 

women's WTA Tbur have held 
a joint awards gala,'arid it will 
make a pleasant change to hear ; 
praise for a British cong5etitor 
prior to the traditional opening 
of an envelope.- ; _ 
Winners of foe AfP TburV 
Most ImprovedPlayer Award 
tend to do rather well Their 
number indudes John McEnroe 
(1978), Ivan Lendl (1981), Bore 
Becker (1985), Andre Agassi 
fo(1988), Michael'Chang fl9S9) 
and Pete Sampras (1990). . , . 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov, tbe re- 


hs 40to title (he is now. only 

• three short of the 50th). •>. 

Henman has’ contkmed to 

was.an appearance m toe Wim- 

• bledon ^quarter-foials. Sofar in 
i?97, foe 22-year-old from Gx- 
ford has won his first ATP Tour 
smgfestitle, in Sytfoey, finished 
runner-i^jm two others, in Doha 
and Antwerp, and has achievcd 
his barest ^ world ranking, No 14' ' 
(he is cnnemly No I6V 

“When I played Henman a 


. couple of years ago at Wimble- 
don,” Sampras recalled,' “I 
thought be bad a’ very solid 
- game He justheededtofin out 
aTittie bit physically and get a lit- 
tle strongn. He’s obviously done 
that He's serving a lot harder. 

• . “He’s got a game that re- 
minds mea lot of Edberg- real 
nice backhand, moves very well, 
has a good head. on his_ shoul- 
ders. The way he's playing, it 
seems like he’s going to be 
around for aiot of years." 

: GregRnsedslri, inspired- or 
spurred- by Henman'S success, 
i raised his game and advanced 
to successive finals, losing con- 
troversially to Goran Ivanisevic 
in Zagreb and retiring hurt in . 
San Jose after winning toe 
opening set against Sampras, 
having defeated Chang and 
Andre Agassi back-to-back. 

■ “Gregs game has been sLeacfr- 
ly improving,” Chang said. “He 
jefies so much oh his serve. I 
think foal an particular days, 
vfoen he’s sovh^ extremely wdl, 
he's going lo be very, very dan- 
gerous, particularly against top 
players, and on days when he . 
doesn't serve very well he's go-:, 
ing tosttuggle a fittfe bft. So that’s 
really the badtoboe of hus game.” 

, r. The combmation of a wrist in- 
jury and a virus infection sub- 
sequently put Rusedski on toe 


sidelines, but be returned to ac- 
tion indoors in Europe this 
week, competing at St Peters- 
burg, but yesterday was forced 
to pull out of the event after ag- 
gravating his wrist and may be 
doubtful for Britain's Davis Cup 
match against Zimbabwe at 
Crystal Ruace next month. He 
is currently ranked No 37. A 
swollen right elbow caused Hen- 
man to miss last week’s tourna- 
ment at Indian Wells, California, 


but be is back for the Upton. 

Ithink,is 


“Thmis in England, I 
going to be very bright," Sampras 
said, adding a provisa “There’s 
a lot of things that those two 
gitys. especially Henman, has to 
deal with, and that’s the media, 
the expectations. Now he’s com- 
ing up, he’s going out with noth- 
ing to lose. There’s going to 
come a time when people are go- 
ing to expect him to win." 

Steffi Graf’s three Grand 
Slam titles (toe French, Wim- 
bledon and United States 
championships) virtually guar- 
antee her an eighth WTA Tour 
Player of toe Year Award. 

The only other nomination in 
this category is Martina Hingis, 
the Swiss 16-year-old who will 
become the youngest-ever 
world No I when she overtakes 
the injured Graf on 31 March. 
Hingis is (me of three finalists 
for two other awards. Most 


Improved Player of toe Year 
idDoubli 


and Doubles Team of toe Year 
(with Helena Sukova). 


jsjn 


iarr 


Edwards prepares to take on the world 

Safflng 


STUART ALEXANDER 


A triple challenge in a giant 
i-nuBed catamara 


* • 


twin-tiuiied catamaran saw toe 
return of Tracy Edwards to 
high-profile sailing yesterday. 
Backed fry a f4^m sponsorship 
package from Royal* Sun Al- 
liance, toe former dapper of the 


Whitbread yacht Maiden wiD 
again use an all-woman crew,-, 
first to make an attempt in late 
May -on a west-east trans-Al- 
lantic record and then, at the 
end of July, bn the Round 
Britain and Ireland record. ■ 

„ But all that is merely apipe- 
opener for the main even t a tilt , 
eaity next January at toe Jules; . 
Viemes Trophy for toe fastest. 


non-stop dreumnavigarion of 
the world, the rcnite gmng down 
and up toe Atlantic and round 
foe Antarctic. . 

The boat foe has chosen al- 
readyholds that record. Sir Vt- 
ter Blake and Sir Robin 
Knox Johnston set a time of 74 
days 22hr 17min 22sec in 1994 
in. toe 92ft Enza. Now, after a 
refitting programme under toe 


direction of one of the members 
of that Enza crew, Ed Danby, 
Edwards hopes to clip two days 
off the record. 

■ Ganards, toe designers and 
makers in 1851 of toe 100 
Guinea Trophy, which became 
the America’s Cap, believe it can 
be restored in six weeks follow- 
ing its batteringwith a brick ham- 
mer by a protester in Auckland. 


Mansell loses none of his old 



Nigel Mansell plays the 11th at Sunningdale yesterday Photograph: David Ashdown 
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1 136 IBmuMW Uh 

-a atMMBl07faV;UWilX4CiH«ro»;Ctaw- 
'Ma50emB2:VU&aponJOfi9*iM* 
roB&ttlflmiUDinv«94;mamHU£ 
. scWMismes. 


■nvlriuoDKAAOnUl Pfl«Bus.PL£*m- 
.«»,8«serx& . ‘ - 


sCRManie 

MMlt 


IBanonO.IMrrtI 


FootbftH 
HOreHHMWSAMD SMMDfNWM tef* 
mao w PomM 8 aM. » Jtareb atf « 


PBmmaum W 1 Braetenhow ft mtatom — d 
Kant hHSM: VTootaei 3 Ctatriatn 3. Pontka 
pin Rrmiar EMdoe Dwby fl lAefpool 0; 


Bowls 




EanittM 3 SKU 1; ManetaGtv UM 2 Bmmrffiara 
“-*floftrC8y2; 




IML HaadMk iMn that Hnaa tn McM- 

in Upton SMC: WM « Wand ttl 
. ndtiM}. Ran final: UMHHScatmMS- 17. 
- - wQHDrs wan wiwioiorwiJWOOR 

* CHMmMHF(Partia:SceO>naiXMKidia9- 

>.5 -• ■ 


Mtm INmmicii FoMO, 

fmonarfliaiia^tg ^^^S r^ri 
(total fi&KUoai). Haftock (Mnionsar Cty, I 
Notat iStaAnU WmWMd ayi. McCfcanr (PM 
uaw . gfi n nte yen— w .Bm 


IMm. fftengwrtnr Uf®. 


1. Sneand DM*k ttnsMd 2 Sadtort C 
S8x*pon lSKrwabwy^ a Awn knac* 
btanttoo Ftat DMttn CMm 1 StMco 2: 
Queart taK RanfiBre 0 Whffiteflon 1. Spantah 
l anff »: UmI Sooedac 1 RnaUMMS. land- 
MK potttaac 1 Rem Madrtf ((» 2&, Pb BB); 2 
fianUna (M-5Sa:3 RbH Bb» asset 


HrebaartMdi »sn« Ham). OVagte. ft*- 

sns Joftr 


yW 


zj&r Boxing 



Qraaano HottWglani, of Gemwqt Test- 
ed posSste for me harmed stmutant 
epherWine when he tost to his corr®a- 
WotDBhUkzift^ateZCTGW H eWfadd Bm- 
ing Oqpntsabon Mtt-beaiyuwWrt tflte 
boW fe« Aqgust IfRocdTigsrUtesa B 
test ha faces s poasW e Una north -ban- 


C&dsait?-' 

Stuart Uit3vt& agreed to wban W i Es- 
sex prowtk^fte isnot toduded « Aus- 
oafia's squad-co tour Engand. . 
tom Nnoan has.resi»»d as dj efe»- 
ec^ibflhibeBias fe andwgtBaare 

Grace-Hoad at die .end of.Maw. -. 

,D I CUkw. H HUM. a M MAM&n 0 J. IWWfi- 


fin CxSTtSfafaaOJne)- 

HU Hn igWM gAW OBSQtWPt 

SSrSSSSTMj^KS: 

Saw IPHMDMIL r»w (^nore SnwW. 
HADONWree FDOTBAIX IfASUE RS- 
(uawnBBiwraesiw^Dmiiii* 
CMMB. tea 29 Apt! W»W*r»i * tetal 
jiffiMatea »M« ciMaw wgg WgB <gB« 

intfmW- 

WOKLO CW> Man 2ona Wanp tea (KaaiR . 
.■ inmA Sw« JVatha 0 IMgM 0: TaaW 3 

in 77>Ban^d«n lWana 55S 

•agageaBS Mggg 


Golf 

aMttMDIU RMWWES (GB or M l 
(tataQ HttnanC T Eatei tni A (tadfips r U 
Haateon m J Bacw»3 & 2: 8«nte and W at- 
- ley lAuaj «JM*9 and T£ta!n 2 & 1 ; 0 Han and 
R warn «c II «wflatd»r and S Baptey 3 & 
2: T-Qateay and O OortaittG Lams and M 
warn R flw 13D tteej J Ear and I Dijdan at i 
.7armMAftaOT4ft3;.SftX»ton«te£lX«- 
aaeyHMMcGunmiSBumtelMteOetf- 

im aril a F ttyra la B Tatwa ■« i laaw la 


*» and w Defey 6t J Hay and M Savory 6 A *: S 
Robots and C Coonitoes M S Lanean Jnd W F* 
KM ? A 1; A Good and R Sunmiscate R M Qjfm 
and R Adams 3 A 2: LtUas rt R Fente* « R 
U» ard C Uanson 5 & 1- J Kemp and M Wlea 
tut) Honan and R OaneatMO holes; M Rooere and 
i Campbal K v Imtf and D Uoteard 2 & t J Do- 
nakkon sod M e«s ta R monte and U 
Haaidene one nc«( L FeUnganl M Dte bi R Du* 
and m Wr* 3 A 2: K tJcdftoy and S Craomsi « B 
Ssnay and D Waa cne rtou; s vaien P Smati 
bt J Jemuie and P toner 2 S 1: R Lcms ora A 
RjfflrteHbtRHfcntenaateCUiasanaeanencte 
R VIMMB and D Bunwde H R totan and N Hanv 
mend 5 &S T Db* andD 

_ . >3&2;IRB3yandDMac*Jrv 

non HI tejlorand PSBatean ft 5& 4: PSiwttwi 

ana p rev be J BadBnote and M Sansn 5 a 3; 


and e D huKHth and J Carter n 3 town ano 
G Bra«m 2 and 1; S Wtetn and J Jones M A lfcle» 
and K liter 2 and 1; L Daens and 9 Mctoramoi 
R Huter and G taflttrd at Idn i Rorief rt T Man. 
Mck k J Barmo and « Swc ai 2ad: 7 Ssewns 
and J tana a P Alabaster and S Hants at 19tn: 3 
Efc and M Nsttor bi 9 <A7we and G Sfafsnnlb on? 
fate; M fWw ano N W ? Snim aw <3 
Sorter) 3 and 1: K WarwoS and A bmiw M S 
Uoon and i Hawraon 4 ano i S Geary and C wy 
or J tor* and K aara r«o naex Orcjrnll Alien 
t* K Bayuss and M Hugnes 3 and Z 
LONGSHOT PROMT (Stn Imn. A&m) Hist- 
r o un d aovac 87 C Grwn iGten Ledffi. 70 G 
Rndue (lauarmei. M Beerwn luratDCr.adi.72 
N Brooi tvm Hasa, R Oewron iBanarad Cwnsi, 
73 I Badey OunB^dtei. Tmbt 127 Wlanfin**: 
134 V Batebam; 138 N Bror.ru 


Ice Iwctey 

NHL: Buffalo 5 Boston t Honda a New Jwsry 
1: CffTana 4 NV toners 3: Proena 3 St lew 2. 


Ice skating 

valid duawtonsbJps (Laasanoe, StetJ lee 
daaee (aftar two enmpu teo rt oo ): laadng po- 
aKkois: 1 0 Gntscma. and E Plam fftai Ila uc • 
tored oaMsnems; 2 A ivyOa and 0 CMQ"r*» 
iRus) 03, 3 S-L Bourne and V tanc <Car.i u>, 
C-n SUorojnem PUhoraa^iFn l^.MAnssr 
na and G Porerat (Frj LB. S f P-jnsaen and J 
SsaSOM lUSi 2.4. ca 16 M Humphreys, and p 
Asher 6.4. 


Tee. iR. L 10.06. Selected: S A Frcsti.-.gi^ ,Hrr- 
era*. 1-JO 42: 12 F MiCiOl iSfMeupt 1:10 
IS G Ben 'Honljyl 1:11.CK.. Womens dcnmbtt: 
1 j i>mc»vJ Gtzin/} cL-vr^wJI L15SG: 2 N Ter- 
a.- i^hneni MG.97, 3 T Rn? .»b<.m-.-rr.i 
L1C 44. Selected: 6 S Roberw. WtteNKfm 
1*1726. B F Mon&rrerhi 1:1&35. 


Snooker 

BENSON ANO HEDGES IRISH MASTERS (Co K3- 
dare) F»m round: J Wane <Eng^ tn A :jicfc*onus 
(See. 6-3 


J Chute ind M to « M Pwl and D Peel 4 & 3; 

s and M Devfia bl G WB and KWH 


O Uteay ml K Karrah K R Dite and t Band a 

Iflde G Smart and J UM «P TupBngand A 
. UdttMa 5 and 4 ;SUaDandSjaDnwMDCrah 


Jnr and L iaciiscn 4 M 3: J PUB and N l 


w^-TSasaaffr^-' 


AHaHbiC . 
ardRFWteBN 


- 1. 


tatonq PWl iM nr a Cai— 

dfieaBOuaiOBWnSpraraa MalaaeM FM 


l end S Edwda w\s B 

I J MnNanic u SManaea w>d 
: A CM* and N Lawrence bt fj 

iftCHvnanandB9(Khanebele:JliaJi- 
*r and 8 Mdmn bt S and L Ok one hoto 

- M Pabnec and G Wtewiay bt R MMeheaa and N 
CdteSiR POwand Rrtodte«»nn «J PWnor 
and ADrtU 3*2:8 ftateate WQpni KAQmff 
aodP Dan 5 8.4; RHua* and T.PaeawnbtC 

CMOitel and MHnOwdon one tote MSeade and 

J Mitew bt B Ranar and K Kami 3 & 2: C Da- 


CPatnn4aM5i 

teb; I Pater and MTtonpson M A I 
P Andarscn 3 4 2: W SrafOans and U Gates R M 
HoaaB and S Uoyd a & 7: M James and C ftoogBis 

R A Panrdte N Mote 4 & 3; j CbaMn (Sp) 

and C Own U P Otenai IFh and G mttender 

<R) 3 & 1: N Hanvi0an and J Dotefly R S Eteans 

ano I Mubt 0 4 ft J Had and H Wadswrm K R 

Pheew* wd M Aden 5 & 4: u King and J Hedy 

R S lew** ano M Steam 3 and l; J Roonson 

ano D Jonas R D tenme m a Nornm^R S and 
7; 1 Jonae and R Hurt R L Fanror era K uan one 
Ixfc: S Muray end CtedVr lx A RcoeiBon and 
Hi P*» 7 and a I Uelnaly and R torvnana U P 
taw and M Hten 2 and 1: l fficftaidtai end P 
AtoraKl Rotenfcand Rlt«2 and L G rttewn 
ano f Mean* Bt D Htf* and I Sn» 3 and 2; I 
Mote and D Sncteal R J MHea and S East 3 


Hockey 

the International Hocfcey Federation has 
announced that from 1 September the 

r e will be extended for the compie- 
of a penalty comer awarded oefbre 
the normal end of bme at half-time and 
atfuWme. TPs change wflbnng the out- 
door j^me m line wnh the indoor rales. 

eODBI JUB8EE TOURWueir (KaaetaR A^irsa 
1 German* 2: Pteson 3 NaOwbns 3. Saodtaes 
(BUR two lOOBdte 1 Germarr. 60 S 2 NefflerTanes 
4; 3 Paksan 2:4 Encana 1: S Auanu 0. 
AENHA COP QuartarteMl dnar CWwn i- Can 
waay: StaiOiv Rwaeh: Hgniowny AH»n^ Don. 
caster u SuRm CBMteu. iTJrs la be pteyed on 
Sunday 64prt>. 


Rugby Uraon 

China was wekaxned as the 76th 
memberof the International Ruffy Foot- 
ball Board yesterday. 


Skffng 

BrWsh Land National ChantetnWbte 

Frt Men's dDwnhRfc 1 J-L Crc»*» iFr: lrj,m 
O) 6A sec 2 A benarar iRi 1:10 06: 3 U to 


Sumo 

SPRING BRAND TOURNAMENT fOwko. Japan) 
lOtfi day ef 25; Gom uvon 6 . lost 5) bi 0 © 
rwrana i6-4>: HamanctJvma <5-S- di ftw. i«- 
6i. Drebcbo 55' t" Mflcsrumi it— t-: Assnowafc' 

i4^) ts r.VL®sstb *3-T): Sntofwiia .6-5' w Too»- 
noraHB '6-4i: 0Bir"W>iH <6 41 M HMhivviV'o 
6n Mirwrtun is- Si u HijtMiOurra lamvo 
i6-4i m Mawcnconi 14- o-: Pnsna iS-2i w kd- 
KV^xim *5-S>: TamanswFS ’7-3- K Aof^ima 
i6-4i: Konisji.Ij (3-S-2-I bt tonj-j 14^): CWuSiv 
13- 7. Or Hcnko i? g| Asaror.no <5-Sl or Tderj- 


Williams 

guides 

W Indies 
to safety 


TONY COZIER 


reports from Port of Spain 
West Indies 296 & 255-4 
India 436 


amnv* -J-0i. Vorc. L: W WteiiN" ib-5': 
Tosonouffl n AH iprnrvi ' J -0'_ hire i.rr-can 

■T-01 - Pecormaoh.1. '3-8i- AAfcavnmoru i-3-l 
a T.ik.T>LKWi ,C— r.iwix.vm |R-’- b Mm«jn<a 

.S-Si: T.ivanohaw « *'oior.-. - 3 7i. AJ-x-. 
Ljru iP Jr PI T^rap il P- -JWTW JT-r-VW* 


Table tennis 


Encbntl souaits (World Ctiotupkwships, Man- 
chester. 24 April- 5 M<iy: Mere M Syod iBc-ne.. 
C Preen ilirtin A CooKe •Dcoysl. A Pony •Dv- 
.*m. a OBneton .tofA-. IndWtete ovarts only: 
T Young itteris >. A &KT) -Lanni. D Bieke to 
roy. Woman: L Lanu Bean. A Had njn»: 
N Doeton iDertn-j.nire'. H Lower<Swft.'.LRad- 
fdrd 1 . InCMduel otonte only: G Schmrb 
rBeri*). L Thornton ilxs. T Davies .EsMru. 
S Ruocco Cue. 


Tennis 

ST PETERSBURG MENS OPEN Singles first 
round: G Ruseusi-j iG9) bl T 0 tjp 4-6 
A-l 6-S: OCsiripoa-s*- (Hi .-* E Atote; (Sin 7^5 
7 6: N Mannn-S iPurli W A iVtov fRLfi.' 6-4 f~~ 
J Knr.uk ISK>'0A> W A Slot) om iRia.'. 6-3 6-4. 




SNOW REPORK- in association with-Thomcfs 7 - Cook' Ski-Direct 


U 


EEKEND FIXTURES AND POOLS FORECAST 


-1 Bacttun v^aon-Wte. — J 

ZCdrentrrvWBBHmv 1 

3 Derby y^teteot ia n 
A EwronvJUanawter ttnaed ™- — .JC 
. 5 Mtoiare{»ou0T«€nelaea .... 


EtBtayvChesteffieW 

i3 Cwm v PWaboebogh 1 


42 Hjbemtanv Aberdeen J2 

4SlMoti)en«fl v Hearts — -2 


24 GdSn^am att^ibijmbe - 
2 SM*nbB vtttsdoid 




i 


BShefflrtd Wtetoddw v Leeds r* 

7 ^outtteRtptcn'v-ijaicastBr _... — kwA 
S Sundcrfttd* NotWgam F «W-J 

P^nW WmWecfon v Nei«5» 

* Luwpooi. 

Nail^F^LMgM 

nntfflhrWea 

g a m w tfgm v .5i«Heidtin«eUj^ 

18 ftudtoal yWAM . 


26 NotB Cou«y v aocfcpart A 

27fVnoutbyWMihaRt ■* 


26 Stmmtuyv RtxTwham — -1 

29 VteJsa# * fimriey.-- — -X 


44'flangasv K»namock .... 

RratpMsIoB 

46 QydctoBihv Dundee -2 

' 46 Falkrft'y Eaa. fite- --JL 


47 Pwtidtv MornxT 


¥ Brenttoid. Ptay- 

Bouera v Preston. 


•< 

. 6 * 


li.Gnmst^. » frermew--- 

lS;ttanciwa)r Gty y Steto 

U Stwieh <i Bcten — — '-^2 


*€ 

TWrt DhMon 

30 Bngtton v Cardiff — — — .Jl 

31 Cambridge vCbeswr 2 

32 FuJhafG v Hardepool....... — 

S3 rtu6'v Cafiste 


46 St Johnstone v Stnfing Albion 1 

49 St Mirren' v Amfcie J 



Squthy Stranraer. TNntW- 

vision: 


. 34 tayton Ortont vJJncofn^-^— — 1 

' .-yn wnsfirid v Northampton X 

' ^6ScaiWJnR^i v. Eraser. 


lS'Pbfl VWa ir S»*slan 

16 gpR vftrtsntouth 
finNKfaCvbtowi^f 




Iff SotfenfvMoifi tnfitt. 
ISVMft 0roih v Ctyrtw-- 


SMctiiid bMdfewt-.v -- 




37 Swansea' vDarimgsm —■- 1 

363»W y Scunthorpe-.--. — : .«~6 

39«Mn if Bamflt -r 1 

Beffm ScattWfo»«» I .. 

pnBdorHvWffi' 

40 DadtfWMv Mft '. > - -S " - 4 
« flupfamSnfr v — —2 


j Arbinath v IrwemMs CaWgrean 

Tbrstte, Cowdenbeerth v Forfar A^leDC. 
. Mordrasa « Atoion Rovos, ajewrtfWt 
vA3oa,Ross County v East SMngBhire. 
. Powihw* v Jtfai^jeaartfttf- 

ed. Biminahani Oly v Sheffield United. 
Htd CtytfSrjfeie United. SrMarenvAf- 
dna 


Ftww^VWffitfenwWangteB. 

PartsmaSi. Stocnwt Coun^ cade, ad- 
euteen. 

fcn homes:. Cmenoy Cw, MMcfles- 
trou^T, Manaiest wCax B ury, Crewa 
weandra, FUtown, Swnsea Cay. Wl^n 


TOD AY'S FIXTURES 


Football 

7.30 irtesa stated 

EDB0PEAMqyQUARlER«WAi3 SECOND IEB 


AterUeo Madrid (1) v Alaa'ili 

b Dortmund (3) 


Aaceno llruBomoBta 

Amo fO) v UaneJneter Utd (4) 

JUmotus (U v 
FA CARUNG PRE3UESSW 


rtn a nlimfi Trendtiahn tlj _ 


Choleaa vSctmtareptoo (7 .45) 


PA5J. 


MUdteeRw^i v BReUam p M) 


OAMAinSiS LEAGUE PiWtefiMtec SNB- 
twy« a e dte town if^5). MhfcndPMtem Cor- 
by v BedMXTh 1746). l aaltara P Miterr 9 
trOnordB fiansrrfi y Cteetfen. 
tWBOteFUEACMElfcNtlMitnirDioifcdenv&W- 
na. noteieteb OteeR^AteaMend lor Fws- 
tayCrtctOiv^newnldi 
SCBQtWtWRSrr ISaK PmaOrOMtert M- 
imi * CMt WBrtWy v Ctee t7AS»- 

JEWKM EASTSH UMUe Pmater OMtew 
l7^1S): Steam v NteweR SBwmte* v Tatra; 
StfiRey To«(i v Mbm: Wkji v WaiWJys. 
JEWSONWSSEX l£«0E: cmadudi vCaws 
Sports. 

N0R1IBN OOUNIttS EAST I0CUE pmoter a- 
tehte Sheffleid « iMt Atmn. 

Mem WCVTCOVMIWS UAGUfi FM DMtem: 
EmtoMd Herfeyv Itelbrt: Rememble » Ciriwoe. 
U M1FT fi l KACT COWIY l&tBUE Ftai D hta l pt r 

Three BtigKvteundBi. 

fshmum arewEiff northern league 

Rret DHMeae Mmon « Mvqr. 

lEABUS OF WALES Gteeitlaasm Cup aemlte. 

naiaRtee'tannBBhSafly- 

PQNTWS LEAGUE noateriMMBa: BaRanvNK- 

nnmm FMsi (7J)]: intetM* oianani <74) ret 

HatoTtOiltei iUreuM i UB» P »' iung i e m(7J) 

(MBUyf. l*ROA*teeA«3n1MaifaSier«ate/7.a 


Port Vet i HtofciyWd (T 0 i; tov 

deffmd * Wbivet. i 7 Ol w Dufum C <H. d 

OMrion: Cartaav fttewan r.-Qi: flnmshy » &:»»- 
ley i 7 AX: HMI » Bate i 7 j 0 i' St 33 C 3 r V Stenw- 
tuy 16 . 451 ; v Brtdfcrt CA .7 Or; io*« 

Uardieeter Cay f 7 . 0 i IMrd Ointelon: Da 4 mg|i:<i 
» LniotA n JJi; DteiWH . Bia-, 17 . 01 . tocncAie 
v watsan 17 All: totoutfi . Cnastntod '7 0 >: 
Scuehom « ChKB 17 . 0 '. 

AVON INSURANCE C 0 M 8 MATON Ftat DM- 
doK Bcumemouih v Orfcnl ITU < 2 . 0 i: Brecon • 
Seansea liOi. lesW t Brswl ftmrs U 4 *aa * 
BralolC4yi2-0>; Ncn*r> » Icvemsm: Sote^np. 
ton v Limn ui Mwc foo g. Loop* Cup: Shi 
donvtoriff a Ji>. 

REPRESENTATIVE MAIOt Inn toWRes « tf«Ci 
unminn tee Mtu PmA. Outeni. 


Ru^jy Uatofl 

WELSH NATIONAL LEAGUE Second DMteK 

oass Keys v Benjinaei ITJJi: U»C > AoteKd i u JOi. 
BUSA Fbiab Bnnel touefsiiv CaAegs v Loupto- 
top te u . us tt ) CLOi (N rrecmnnami. 

Basketoan 

BUDWEISER LEAfiUE: Shrff*+3 Siarhsv Lcrxv* 
to»en 17 b). 

Ice hockey 

PRONSt LEAGUE l^ ydl fc i uifismn Ha»vs v 
GteSfoid Ren« rtuu 

Speedway 

CHALLENGE-' Hte v Nowcanle i7.30i. 

Other sports 

BOWLS: Ktanvn's Hone IrKerEQmai CRtmv 
onsnps iPenn). 

G OLfi SuninpR Founomts. 

SNOOKEffc Barenn and neogn hsn Kuans itkifls 
QA. K& Ca HiUm<- 


SKI HOTLINE 


Latest snow and weather reports 
from 180+ resorts in Europe and 
North Amenca. 

Phone or lax: 


0891 333 110 


SKI SNAPSHOT 


At-a-giance fax guide to snow 

conditions at 180+ resorts world- 
wide: 

0897 500 601 


Where to find the 
best snow - by fax. 

Call SKIFAX- the ski facts: 
0897 300 301 


SKICODES 


For a fax list of 180+ 
resort codes: 

0990 100 843 


Around the resorts 


Resort 

ANDORRA 

COBunen: 

Area 

open 

Last 

snow 

Lwr 

cm 

Upp Forecast 
cm 

Artnsal 

.Wet io heavy snow 


152 

40 

140 Fan 

Pat 

AUSTRIA 

Slushy m Iww ttvefc 

10CPL 

154? 

45 

135 Screed 

St Aston 

.FifTTi on Niacun.'Siuocn 3iTi 

95“o 

53 

35 

230 Criangy-aMc 

FMcenberg 

CANADA 

.Soft and we! bv r>m 

rnyo 

16.3 

0 

SS dyiirigt^PN 

Wlilsder 

FRANCE 

.Mainly 

65V. 

53 

2-10 

255 cloud* 

Sam OKuaSer . Lmte ck&ul utlh UJMowite lOCr ., 

27.2 

50 

WO ShC-yvsowrs 

ngoes 

ITALY 

.Spring skang cjntbmns 

90. 

14.5 

130 

ISO Snim siwis 

CervWa 

_«areau RKi tyiSHieni 

10 (r\. 

24.2 

50 

180 Pi (..loucly 

Cownp 

SPAIN 

Col Bercra io wdiey good 

lOiYy, 

2J 1 

110 

200 Same ctoud 

Sol y Mere 

SWITZERLAND 

.Scnng fJumg eooflilions 

lOffv 

12.2 

00 

300 Clear. Sun 

St Moritz 

.SoorifJihe conDPons 

100% 

27 "* 

30 

100 Owrco-a 

Zermatt .. nn> 

UNITED STATE 

Upper slope* oesi 

locrv 

27.2 

30 

230 Marty clcoa 

SwcJifinridg* .. 

Eiceflem snt« co-ver 

ICiOS 


InO 

195 OoucV 


C5fcp(B9ian«siDga>ii>iaiPitenetefc45iitiaia»M«rMies-cahpOS3r35CTC!ac[fl«^mm-Ctete<B97<«n«reagBriiaTidi-Hapteiii-oeaoi33jM5 



Exbeisrse L;s iLsh v.tboui’ihs-heacccha. Anrr.cs v^unsea’ £-<i oc"d5y xvT-ijust cn« 


Call Ski Direct on 01733 33 55 14 
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sport 


Stuart Williams led the West I n- 
dich to safety and then com- 
pleted his maiden Test hundred 
as the second Test against India 
drifted towards a draw on the 
final da\ yesterday. Trailing by 
1411 the’ West Indies had virtu- 
ally reached certain comfort aL 
118 fiir 1 overnight and ad- 
vanced to 255 for 4 a quarter of 
an hour before tea. 

Williams. 63 when play begun, 
arrived at his landmark uiih an 
edged leg glance off the fast 
h» twler Abey KuruviJla two balls 
before lunch. He had taken 
five hours 55 minutes of diligent 
application getting there and. 
with the outcome of the match 
all but settled, lost patience 
and skied a catch to long-on off 
the left-arm spinner Sunfl Joshi. 
He had been in for seven and a 
half hours without making an er- 
ror. He added 17o Tor foe sec- 
ond wicket with Shivnarine 
Chanderpaui. who made 7U. 

Chanderpa til's departure 
made way for Brian Lara, but 
the Prince of Port of Spain look 
over an hour and 57 balls to 
scratch 19 and then was caught 
at slip by a fizzing, bouncing top- 
spinner from Anil Kumble. 

Pnul <Ln: r.«i tn<fi-n twn fw» 

WEST INDIES - First Innings 296 -FM Houl 
er 91: A kumfalt £-1041. 

INDIA - First Innings 436 (7J S SnJnu 40L 
R S Praym £7. S P Tendullor 86; C E L Am- 
Urost 5-87i. 

WEST INDIES - Second Innings 

■i>*im(7.i 11 B lor 1' 

S L Cjnvt*li ibiy ti 4 

a C Williams nor oul 102 

S Cnardetiuui noi oir, 71 

Extras ibD id 1 1 ntiZi 15 

Total (for 1, tuned) 192 


BcAriing; PrecaO 20-7-2S-O inllli: huiuvilia 

15- 5-30-1. humnte X-7 6B-0: .losm 14-7- 

16- 0: Ganfjjiy 3<»-e-0: Larman &-3-21-0. 
UmptoK L R Barisr iwn and S ftanoefl iVr-i 


Illingworth 
must mind his 
own business 


Raymond Illingworth, the for- 
mer chairman of England se- 
lectors. has been told not to 
interfere in the present selec- 
tors' business as they choose the 
ruan to captain England against 
Australia this summer. • 

The three selectors, David 
Gravcnev, Mike Gatting and 
Graham Gooch, will select a 
skipper over the next couple of 
weeks, with Mike Atherton the 
strong favourite. However, that 
has not prevented Illingworth 
from telling his successor. 
Gravenev, to dispense with 
Atherton's services for the one- 
day internationals before the 
Ashes, JUingworth believes 
Atherton's leadership of the 
England side has “never been 
truly convincing", and that he 
should he replaced by N.isscr 
Hussain, vice-captain on the 
winter tour, or Adam Hul- 
lioake. the A team skipper. 

Thai advice brought an im- 
mediate rebuke from Gravenev'. 
who said: “Ray's got his view 
and I respect that. He's made 
a great contribution, but now 
the three of us have been ap- 
pointed and pi is up to us to find 
what is the right course to take. 


r y 
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A dream in decline 

David Winner on life after 
Bosman for Ajax, page 26 


sport 


^nxn^gnAY 19 MARCH 

Tennis Oscars 

John Roberts on 
Henman’s progress, page 26 



Premiership clubs join queue for 


Football 

NICK DUXBURY 

English dubs were licking tiieir 

lips yesterday at the prospect of 
Jurgen Klinsmann ending his 
career back in the Premier- 
ship. 

The former Tottenham Hot- 
spur sinker announced that he 
is to give up his lucrative con- 
tract at Bayern Munich after 
talks with the club's chairman. 
Franz Beckenbauer. 

“I told him that I would 


probably play abroad next sea- 
son.” the 32-year-old German 
international said. “I don't fit in 
here. ! wanted to teD Bayern 
now so that they can plan for the 
future. There are many reasons 
[why I am leaving] and I have 
decided to acL" 

As well as interest here, dubs 
in Spain and Italy will also be 
on the alert and there is the pos- 
sibility that his swan-song could 
be played out in the United 
States. 

Klinsmann, who captained 
Germany to victory at last year’s 


European Championship, re- 
turned to his homeland in 1995 
after a successful spell with 
Spurs during which he was vot- 
ed England's Footballer of the 
Year and was a hugely popular 
figure with the fans. 

He complained earlier in the 
season that be was unhappy with 
Bayern's defensive tactics and 
the way he had been treated 
when his form dipped. He has 
often been at odds with the 
club's captain, Lothar 
Matthaus, his predecessor in 
charge of the national team and 


has found il difficult to cope 
with the squabbling which is part 
of everyday life at Bayern. 

“It was obvious that the 
whole ballyhoo in Municb got 
on Jurgen's nerves," the Bayern 
general manager. Uli Hoeness, 
said. “He has said that hims elf 
many times.” 

Queen's Park Rangers are 
ready to report Sampdora to the 
governing body of world foot- 
ball, Fifa, over their free trans- 
fer signin g of Danny Didiio. The 
striker will sign a three-year con- 
tract when his current deal ex- 


pected to be around two weeks' 

wages,” the chib’s secretary, 
Nigel Pleasants, said yester- 
day. He declined to say how 
much Yeboah was paid- ' - 

Arsenal have signed the 19- 
year-old keeper Alex ander 
lony reooan wu u«= uai=- «* Manninger from the Austrian 

fannSt/spay for ripping off his dub Qumo Graz after a two- 

The Leicester keeper Kasey 
Keller could lose his Coca- 

hfc Wbi?d Cup^ewumitmeBts 
with the United States. Keller, 


pires at the end of the season. 
Players are allowed to arrange 
a move six months before a con- 
tract ends, but Rangers claim 
that Sampdoria broke the rules 
by not informing them that ne- 
gotiations were in progress. 
Tony Yeboab will be fined a 


ing it at his manager, George 
Graham, after being substitut- 
ed during Saturday’s defeat at 
Tottenham. 

“George will be disciplining 
him with a fine which is es- 


Di Canio 
banned 
for derby 
incident 


Paolo Di Canio of Celtic has 
been given a one-match ban fol- 
lowing incidents after the Old 
Firm 'game on Sunday. The 
Italian was given the punish- 
ment bv the' Scottish Football 
Association, who acted on ref- 
eree Hugh Dallas’ report into 
the game with Rangers. 

Di Canio was shown the yel- 
low' card after he squared up to 
Ian Ferguson following the fi- 
nal whistle at Parkhead, which 
technically added up to a send- 
ing-off for the former Milan 
player, after an earlier booking 
during the game. 

Di Canio, likely to be fined 
£11000 in wages by Celtic, will 
have to sit on the sidelines for 
Saturday's League match with 
Dunfermline at East End Park. 

An inquiry into the events at 
Parkhead looks set to be or- 
dered by the chief executive of 
the SEA Jim Fancy, and the like- 
lihood is that Di Canio, Marie 
Hatelcy, the Rangers striker 
who was sent off for a head-butt, 
and possibly the managers of 
both teams could be called to 
appear before the SFA’s next 
disciplinary committee. 

An SFA spokesman said: “Di 
Canio was mentioned in the ref- 
eree's report for having com- 
miUed an offence which was the 
equivalent of a caution. Since he 
also received one during the 
match, the player is automati- 
cally suspended from the next 
match.” 

Meanwhile, Tommy Burns, 
the Celtic manager, "has dis- 
missed speculation Di Canio is 
ready to leave Glasgow and 
move to the Premiership. “This 
is absolute rubbish," Burns said. 
“Paolo is under contract and has 
never said anything, other than 
how much it means to him to be 
a Celtic player." 

Rangers have also been 
caught up in a flurry of trans- 


fer stories, with reports in Glas- 
gow claiming the Ibrox club are 
ready to bring back their former 
striker Duncan Ferguson from 
Everton. 

The controversial Scotland 
international was sold to Good- 
iron Parir oiveT two years ago for 
£4.5 m. but Everton 's manager 
Joe Royle has apparently be- 
come disillusioned with the in- 
jury-prone striker, who has 
scored only nine times this sea- 
son. However, Ferguson's last 
spell in Glasgow ended with him 
receiving a jail sentence for his 
behaviour on and off the pitch 
and it is debatable whether he 
would want to return. 

South of the border, David 
Bussl the Coventry defender 
whose career was ended a year 
ago by injury, has been assured 
of a good benefit match by Man- 
chester United. 

Busst suffered horrific leg in- 
juries playing for Coventry at 
Old Trafford last Easter, and 
Alex Ferguson, the United 
manager, has agreed to send a 
United side to play a Coventry 
City XI in a benefit at HIghfield 
Road on 16 May. 

Rangers’ Ally McCoist and 
Paul Gascoigne have agreed to 
play and the England manager, 
Glenn Hod die, will also take 
part. 

Busst. who has undergone 15 
operations on his leg, had to 
announce his retirement from 
the game on medical grounds. 
He expects a full-house 235100 
at Highfield Road for the 
game. 

Busst's agent, Murdo Mack- 
ay, said; “We have had so many 
offers from top players that we 
could almost field 50-a-side. A 
lot of people were affected by 
David's injury, but they all re- 
spect tbe way he has handled iL 
We want to make il a night for 
him to remember." 



Despite training with Newcastle in Monte Carlo, Les Ferdinand failed a late fitness test for last night's Uefa Cup 
match against Monaco. The French league side held a 1-0 lead from the first leg Photograph: Owen Humphreys/PA 
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Twsdav's Solution 


DC1BDQQCJQ HMUJL3I1H 

a 

aEJBDESElHH HI1EIGJEE 
0 
□ 

El 

GJSEIQQ □□DOOEDEB 
Q 

HQaQQBaQD HUHfflG 

a 

□ to a □ □ □ 

UElGBOa DOBH 

□ □ H 0 0 

uHoniraa 00131110000 


ACROSS 26 

I Swish heard, possibly. 27 
from domestic appliance 

( 10) 28 
6 Traffic in Southwest, a 

problem at first (4) 29 

10 Mav love oak and thorn 
(5)" 

II Mcssv, that setting of 

purpfe sapphires (9) 1 

12 Unit of inner energy? (3) 

13 Doctor breaking law with 2 
slow delivery [5*j 

14 Constitution of UN to 3 
agree the following ('4) 

15 Busy boss? (5.9) 4 

18 Time for settlement of 

light bill? (3.2.9) 5 

22 In favour of English style 
of antipasto? (9) 7 

24 Daggers drawn in Nobel 

institution (5) S 

25 Shadow boxer? (3) 


Abnormal case (9) 

Mad, but not silly-hcadcd 
-just goofy (5) 

Tax on goods and service 
(4) 

Role of the fly in destruc- 
tion of Erilhacus ru beat la 
( 10 ) 

DOWN 

Still with no score, on is 
doomed to failure (4,4) 
High voices heard on 
Paris roundabout (7) 

It spins to produce a lot 
15.2.7) 

Not the front entrance to 
the Savcy’, say? (5-4) 
Adventure in the seven- 
ties (5) 

WI lass, a refined maker 
of toast? (7) 

Advertisement for the big 
picture (6) 


9 Joint-advisor, we hear, 
got the solarium pre- 
pared (14) 

16 Badiv scared, Jersey pro- 
vided this venerated insti- 
tution (.6,3) 

17 Unattractive aspect of 
hvbrid fruit on head (8) 

19 Fruit gone off to Capri? 
(7) 

20 Repeal - to be well- 
read. Latin is not neces- 
sary (7) 

21 Where plank-walker goes 
finally, hurt? (6) 

23 Vagrant to stop around 
river (5) 


Mansell revelling in his 
move from grid to green 


Haring checked out of his ho- 
tel yesterday morning, the first 
thing Nigel Mansell had to do 
after completing his first-round 
match in the 56th Sunni ngdaie 
Foursomes was find a room for 
the night Mansell and his part- 
ner. the aptly named John Putt, 
wifi be teeing up again today af- 
ter beating the former Ryder 
Cup player Paul Wav and Ter- 
ry Crawley 3 and 2. 

Mansell may have taken the 
advice of Michael King too lit- 
erally. “You’D get thrashed,' 1 the 
former Tour player, inevitably 
known as “Queenie". had said. 
In fact Mansell, who has a hand- 
icap of 26 at Woodbury Park, the 
course he owns near Exeter, 
had taken money off King and 
Sam Torrance m practice on 
Tuesday. A certain world No 1 
was also involved in the build-up. 

“I spoke to Greg Norman on 
the phone last night and he just 
said to stay focused," Mansell 
explained. “He is a great moti- 
vator. Greg got me going in golf 
in the early Eighties and we 
how a very good friendship.” 

Mansell even played in the 
19S8 Australian Open at Royal 
Sydney before his Formula One 
world "championship ambitions 
took over. New, the reverse is 
true. “Unless someone gives me 
a car I can win in. I'm concen- 
trating on golf this year. For the 
first time ever I'm free to play golf 


Andy Farrell sees 
a former driver 
enjoy a foursomes 
win at Sunningdale 

and I'm enjoying it- 1 am going 
to play as many events as I can." 

This event is traditionally 
the start of the British season, 
bringing together an assorted 
collection of professionals and 
amateurs, both men and 
women. Mansell had chosen his 
partner well. Putt, a business 
consultant, is a Sunningdale 
member and was a profession- 
al when in 1973 be won the tour- 
nament, with Miss M Eyerard, 
beating two likely lads in Carl 
Mason and Howard Clark 6 and 
5 in the final. 

Under the sort of damp skies 
that three broken backs and a 
broken neck mean Mansell 
usually avoids by spending 
much of the winter in Florida 
and Spain, the first two holes 
were contrastingly halved in 
birdies and double-bogeys. 
Mansell settled after missing a 
short putt at seven to hole from 
20 at the next and then drove 
to the fringe at the short par- 
four ninth. 

Why found a bunker off that 
tec and then hit a horrid hook 
for his approach at the next to 
lose a third successive hole. He 


may not have being playing 
quite as poorly as his former Ry- 
der Cup partner Seve Balles- 
teros, but he looked every inch 
a man who has lost his lour card 
and failed at the qoalifjrmg 
school- Still only 34, he is hop- 
ing to get a few invitations to 
tournaments. At least he has not 
lost his sponsor, Crawley, who 
deals in futures in the erty. 

Presuming that they did not 
have much of one the way 
things were going, Crawley 
holed from 25 and 15 feet to get 
back to one down after 13, but 
the end came when' Mazisell 
holed from five feet at the 
16th. “To play 16 holes in level 
par is good golf," Way said of 
the victors. “Nigel played wefl. 
It was a good game." 

“I wasn't happy with the way 
I played, but I got it round,” said 
Mansell talking like a prototype 
golf pro. “Today was all about 
experience. I learnt a lot from 


played 
is alia 


ie course yesterday- it 
is alt course management" " 
The old drive is there, but 
swapping grid far green has 
dearly had a positive effect “I 
can't believe how excited I get 
about golf. I’ve mellowed a lot 
in the last four or five, years. 
Since Ayrton [Senna} died at 
Imola, I've looked at the per- 
spective of sport differenriy.” 

Photograph, page 27 
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^Jjq was unavailable for last Sat- 
• uf day's game - with. 'Middles-, 
brough, isalsa ruled out-of 
today’s home matt*, with Tbt- 
tenham .and- the weekend en- 
counter at Southampton. Tbe 
Bournemouth keeper, Ian An- 
drews, has been agaed on loan 

fora month as covet for Keller. 

- r?. AnwMfinn Iras 


dismissed reports' that negotia- 
tions aimed at ending the dam- 
aging feud between Peter 
Schmeichei and Ian Wright 
have broken down. 

It bos been Claimed that le- 


had informed the 
FA- that the Manchester Unit- 
ed goalkeeper had rejected the 
offer of a rwxnadEatoty meet- 
ing with the Arsenal striker 
Wright. 

An FA. spokesman, Steve 
Double, nested that the content 
of- negotiations remained con- 
fidential but added: “We don’t 


snubbed the peace offer.” 
SohmekHiel has rejected accu-.rl 


sations of racism after clashing ' 
with Wright twice this season.; 







Middlesbrough embark on a 
. crucial eight-day survival peri- 
od on and off the field when 
they take on Blackburn at the 
Riverside Stadium tonight. 

' Middlesbrough, who could 
move off the bottom if South- 
ampton slip up at Chelsea, fol- 
low up with further home 
gamfts against Chelsea on Sat- 
urday Nottingham Forest 
on Monday. 

Two days later they face a 
Football Association appeal 
panel in the hope of winning 
back the three points deducted 
for their failure to fulfil their 
away date with Blackburn ear- 
lier in the season. 

The significance of the next 
few days is not lost on their man- 
ager, Bryan Robson. He said: 
“The next three games could 
shape the rest of tbe season for 
os. 'We, like Blackburn, have im- 
proved since the turn of the 
year. Tbp quality players were 
missing at one stage, but they ■ 
hare made a difference on their 

return. 

“They have risen to the dial-, 
lenge. Now we have to bn3d oh 
that- The confidence among - 
the players is sky high and the 
lads are buoyant, but they will 
have to work hard." 

{following 6-1 and 3-1 wins 
over Deity, and; Leicester re- 
spectively, Boro are footing 
for a third straight win fcrir the 
first thee since. September and 
are boosted by the news Gian- 
Inca Festa, Nigel Feaison,Eab- 
iirio RavanelG and Emerson are 
all fully fit after an outbreak of 
food poisoning. 

Blackburn will have their 
leading scorer Chris Sutton 
available again after a five- 
match injury absence. Their 
caretaker manager* .. Tbny 
Parities, must decide whether to 
break up the Per Pedersen- 
Kerin Gailacher partnerships 
which has produced ax goals in 

Sutton’s al 


Second from bottom South- l’m 
ampton can forget any hope of 1 
a helping hand from the EACup 
semi-finalis ts Chelsea at S tam - 
ford Bridge, according to mid 1 
fielder Craig Burtey. 

Chelsea are going flat out to 

secure a Uefa Cup place via the 
Premiership as an insurance 
against slipping up oh the road 
to Wembley. 

Scott Mxnto is Suspended 
while Franck Leboeuf (thigh) 
and Andy Myers (shin) are in- 
jury doubts, but the former 
England defender Paul Parker 
is set to start his first game for 
the dub aftera2ff-mmute spell 
as a substitute in the 6-2 thrash- 
ing of Sunderiand. 

Southampton are without 
teh in-form Norwegian in- 
ternational defender Claus 
Lundekvam, who suffered a 
knee injury in the 2-0 home de- 
feat by AreenaL Ken Monkou 
or Francis Beoali will replace 
him, while Matthew Oakley 
and Ulrich van Gdbbel are 
available after suspension. 

. .Graeme Souness, tbe South- 
ampton manager who has set his 
side a survival target of fire wins 
firom : the lflsf nine games, ad- 
mitted : “Wc have a mil to dimb 
which ^becoming a mountain. 

If the ptiyersare going to show 
they have tbe mettle, now is the 
tme. Wfe fraye our destiny in our 
own hands, and we have it all to 
play for- starting wkh Chelsea.” 

Jason Dozzell has set his 
sights on trying to win a new 
contract when ms cunent. four- 
year deal with Tottenham ends 
in the summer. 

- DazzeD was the butt of the 
crowd’s anger last week aftdj 
squandering a golden chance 
against Forest, but he impressed 
in Saturday’s win over Leeds: 

He is now waiting to see if he 
will retain Ms' place as David 
Howells anti Allan Nielsen are 
free from suspension for the 
match at Leicester. 



pi. 



And a beer to &o 
witb it. ~ : r 
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